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CAIRO (AP) —A senior aide to Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Snncfey urged foe U_S. state Department to 
withdraw its warning to Americans to exercise caution in 
Egypt Osama A1 Baz, who is Me Mubarak’s political advis- 
er, termed the American warning “hasty and unjustified.’’ 
“Wfc have been stunned by that," Ml Baz told reporters. 
"The United States should correct that quickly.” The U S. 
Stare Department s Friday said it had received inform^ 
tion of ‘‘umietenriined reliability” that extremist groups may 
be planning terrorist attacks against U.S. interests in Cairo. 
Tire announcement urged U_S. citizens trav ellin g to or resid- 
ing in the Egyptian capital to exercise greater-than-usual 
caution. ”A superpower like the United States should not 
make a position based on a rumour” Mr. Baz said. 
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PNA summons Rantissi over 
Sharif charges 

GAZA CITY (AFP.) — Palestinian police summoned a 
senior Hamas official for questioning Sunday after an 
Israeli newspaper quoted bun accusing the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) of murdering a leading Hamas 
member. Abdul Aziz Rantissi, a top Hamas official in the 
Gaza Strip, was called in to meet with the head of Pales- 
tinian police. General Ghazi Jabali on Sunday everting. 
Mr. Rantissi told AFP ahead of the meeting. Gen. Jabali 
called Mr. Rantissi in after the Hamas leader was quoted 
in The Jerusalem Post newspaper as accusing Palestinian 
police of torturing and killing Mohieddin Sharif, the 
Islamist group’s main bomb-maket Mr. Rantissi strongly 
denied making any such statement to die newspaper. 
“What the Zionist newspaper The Jerusalem Post report- 
ed is false” he told AFP. 
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Iraq says it has $15 
billion in frozen assets 
in Arab states 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
has a total of $1.5 bSfion 
worth of assets frozen in 
Arab countries under U.N. 
economic sanctions, a 
finance ministry official said 
Sunday. The official, quoted 
by the state news agency 
INA, said the assets include 
Iraqi deposits in the central 
banks of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates and Egypt, 
oil revenues and .unpaid 
loans. The sanctions have 
been in force since Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
and Baghdad has repeatedly 
asked in vain for Arab states 
to unfreeze its assets. 

Egyptian Red 
.Crescent gives 
aid to Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
The Egyptian Red Crescent 
Association has given three 
tonnes of medicines to its 
Sudanese counterpart to 
assist flood-affected people 
in the north and east of the 
country, the latter group said 
here Saturday. Omar Osman 
Mahmoud, secretary general 
of the Sudanese Red Cres- 
cent Association, told tire 
official SUNA news agency 
the donation followed an 
appeal by his association for 
people hit by floods during 
the last rainy season. 


fighter jets, plans 
to pull out carrier 

MANAMA (AP) — Britain 
is sending three more fighter 
jets to the Gulf amid plans to 
pull out its aircraft carrier 
later this month, a British 
embassy spokeswoman said 
Sunday. The HMS Illustri- 
ous, which arrived in the 
Gulf last month, will leave 
around the middle of this 
month, said embassy 
spokeswoman Caroline 
AJcock. It is expected to be 
back in the United Kingdom 
in July. Ms. Alcock said the 
three Tornadoes would 
arrive in Kuwait by mid- 
April and join nine similar 
aircraft already based in the 
oil-rich emirate. 

Hrawi receives 
message from 
Saddam 

BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi received a message 
Saturday from Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein about 
the situation in the region, 
state-run Tele-Liban report- 
ed. The message was deliv- 
ered by Iraqi Justice Minis- 
ter Shebib Lazem A1 Malaki, 
who arrived here Saturday 
from Damascus, where he 
met Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad, the television said. 
Details about Mr. Hussein's 
message to Me Hrawi wear 
not available. 

Thrkey condemns 
desecration of 
Greek cemetery 

ANKARA (AFP) — - Turkey 
condemned Sunday the des- 
ecration .last week of a Greek 
cemetery in Istanbul by van- 
dals who toppled over 51 
graves and dug up bones and 
skulls. “We condemn tins 
kind of. actioa.. that is' 
incompatible with the values 
of our society,” the Turkish 
foreign ministry said in a 
statement. “All efforts will - , 
be deployed to find those 1 
responsible and to have them 
brought before a court" the i 
statement added. The comb- I 
stones of 51 graves in tire 
Agios Eleftherios cemetery 
in Istanbul’s Kurtulus district 
ware vandalised and a num- 
ber of marble crosses were 
also broken. The attack was 
discovered on Tuesday. 


Government shelves 
provident funds draft law 


By Ihreq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment said that it bad shelved a 
controversial shaft law .imwl 
at controlling the pensions and 
savings funds of the private 
sector following criticism by 
professional unions. Parlia- 
ment and other parties. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour said that the 
Council of Ministers decided 
to shelve the proposed law 
during Saturday’s regular 
Cabinet session. 

'The government has decid- 
ed to turn the page on of this 
issue after it had listened to 
and followed upon feedback 
and suggestions which stirred 
opinion of the public, the 
Lower House, (he specialists 
and concerned parties,” Dt 
Ensour told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

The decision followed a 
month-long debate in the 
Kingdom among the profes- 
sional unions, Parliament and 
private sector representatives 
which rejected the proposed 
law and called on the govern- 
ment to drop the draft law 
altogether 

The draft law, which impos- 
es taxes on the provident and 


savings funds of more than 

150.000 employees, stipulates 
larger government control 

The funds, run by private 
sector finns and 13 profes- 
sional unions, have stock, real 
estate and cash holdings worth 
an estimated JD250 million. 

The Arab Bank, the King- 
dom’s laigest financial institu- 
tion liquidated its JD50 mil- 
lion fond, and other institu- 
tions were p lanning to follow 
suit 

Many voiced concern that 
the government's draft law 
could be politically motivated 
and designed to twist die arm 
of the professional unions. 

In a petition, 67 lawmakers 
warned last month against any 
government plan to enact the 
law and urged it to drop the 
draft law and. end this chapter 
once and for alL 

Economic analysts say the 
government’s retreat was trig- 
gered by die great public 
opposition reflected in opin- 
ions published in the King- 
dom’s dailies and its fears of 
wider repercussions on 
investors' confidence in Jor- 
dan. 

“It is a positive decision, and 
we are happy to hear that the 
government has decided to put 
an end to this draft law,” said 


Husni Abu Ghaidah, president 
of the powerful Jordan Engi- 
neers Association (JEA). 

•The proposed law was cat- 
astrophic and created panic in 
every comer of the country, 
especially among the employ- 
ees and the Amman Fi nancial 
Market (AFM)” Mr. Abu 
Ghaidah told the Jordan 
Times. 

He said that the proposed 
law had caused several million 
dinar losses in the AFM, 
where most of the saving 
funds woe invested, and lead 
to a decrease in the shares 
prices. 

“We hope that the govern- 
ment's decision is final... but it 
will be a disaster if it was a 
tactic step by the government 
which will destroy the mist 
between the two sides,” Mr. 
Abu Ghaidah said. 

He stressed that the profes- 
sional unions will call for a 
meeting to group most of the 
representatives of firms with 
saving funds to discuss die 
government’s decision. 

Deputy Director of A1 Quds 
Insurance Company, Yassin 
Kayed, was sceptical of Dr. 
Ensour’s statement and urged 
Rome Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali to issue a clear state- 
ment on this issue. 


Stream of pilgrims makes Mecca; 
Mina trek as Hajj nears climax 


MECCA (AFP) — A stream 
of more than two million 
Muslims in white on Sunday 
enibaiked cm a trek to the 
Mina Vhlley in the footsteps of 
the Prophet Mohammad as 
the annual pilgrimage neared 
its climax. 

The pilgrims were to spend 
the night under tents in Mina, 
a 10-kilometre walk from 
Mecca in western Saudi Ara- 
bia, before climbing Mount 
Arafat on Monday. 

Men in white cloth and 
women covered from head to 
foot in white, apart from die 
face and hands, chanted a sin- 
gle refrain: “Labbayka 

AEahumma, labbayk” (Hoe I 
am, my God, here I am). 

Their simple uniform, in 
Islam, is a symbol of the unity 
and equality of all Muslims. 

Tbe “wuquT (stationing) on 
Mount Arafat is an essential 
part of the annual pilgrimage 
to Islam’s holiest sites — 
known as the Hag in Arabic. 
Without it, the Hag — a must 
foe afl Muslims at least once in 
alifetime — is invalid. 

Saudi television showed live 
footage of the faithful making 
their way to Mina. 

The weather was milder 
than in past years, at a moder- 


ate 25 degrees Celsius in the 
shade. The forecast was 
cloudy for the Mecca region 
over tire next 24 hours. 

Helicopters of the Saudi 
civil defence and medical ser- 
vices kept a watch over the 
stream of pilgrims headed for 
Mina, where the “hayis” tradi- 
tionally stock up on water for 
the ascent of Mount ArafaL 

The Mina Valley, dewed 
with rents for the invasion by 
pilgrims, has been the scene of 
several caiasttopbes. 

In April 1977, 343 pilgrims, 
mostly from India and Pak- 
istan, died in ablaze started by 
a gas stove which, fanned by 
strong winds, swept through 
the tents. 

During the 1995 Hajj, three 
pilgrims were killed and 99 
others injured or burnt in 
another fire. A similar blaze in 
I9B9 led to the deaths of five 
Pakistanis who died in a stam- 
pede as pilgrims tried to 
escape from the flames. 

In May 1994. 270 people 
woe crushed to death because 
of what die authorities said 
was a record number of pil- 
grims. 

The deadliest incident, how- 
ever; was in 1990 when 1.426 
pilgrims, mostly Asians, were 


asphyxiated during a huge 
pile-up in a Mina tunneL A 
breakdown in the ventilation 
system was believed to be the 
culprit. 

Saudi authorities have 
launched a campaign to build 

40.000 large fireproof tents in 
a bid to avoid a repetition erf 
the 1997 inferno. Some 

10.000 of them are ready for 
this year’s Hajj, or enough for 
a quarter of the pilgrims. 

A ban has also been slapped 
on gas cookers and fest-food 
outlets have been authorised 
to do business within the pil- 
grims camps. 

On Mount Arafat, Prophet 
Mohammad is believed to 
have received the first verses 
of the Koran, Islam’s Holy 
Book. The ascent and the 
prayers at the site marie foe cli- 
max of the Hajj. 

The pilgrims return to Mina 
late Monday after a series of 
rituals in the nearby valley of 
Mozdalifa. 

On Tuesday, the first day of 
the feast of ’Eid A1 Adha. the 
pilgrims slaughter sheep, 
iambs and camels to com- 
memorate the act of faith of 
Abraham who was prepared 
to sacrifice his son for God. 


Ukraine mine blast toll doubles 


KIEV (AFP) —The death toll 
from a coal mine blast in. 
Ukraine more than doubled 
overnight to 63, a spokesman 
for the ntims&y of emergency 
gift ratio ns said Sunday. 

Of the 71 miners injured in 
Saturday’s blast, which was 
caused by a build-up of 
methane gas, 43 were hospi- 
talised. spokesman Sethyi 
Suslov said. 

An earlier toQ sad 30 miners 
had died and 50 injured by foe 
explosion, which occurred 
when 264 miners were below 
ground Rescue operations 
■ woe continuing Sunday as 
dozens of were still 

trapped in the pit. Mr. Suslov 
said. 

fifty-four military teams, 2 5 
medical teams and some 36 
mimspy officials have been seni 
id the site. 

Themajority of those injured 
were suffering from bums or 
concussion following the blast 
at foe Skachmsky mine in the 




l 


Rescue workers leave the Skachinskoho mine in south- 
western Ukrainian town of Donetsk after lifting np the 
last two miners, killed by a methane gas explosion on 
Sunday (Reuters photo) 


Donetsk region of Ukraine. 

“This is a national tragedy," 
Ukrainian Vice-Premier Mikola 
Bfloblotsky was quoted by 
Inrerfrx-Ukraine agency as say- 
ing. 

Ukraine’s President Leonid 
Kuchma sent a telegram of con- 
dolence to the families of the 


victims, and two days of nation- 
al mounting were announced 
for Sunday and Monday, televi- 
sion reports said. 

The government could give 
some 55 million in compensa- 
tion to foe families, the vice- 
minister to the coal industry, 
Dntitro Heraachuk, said. 


“I accept the government's 
statement with caution. I 
believe Dr. Ensour’s statement 
was designed to calm down 
the storm against these pro- 
posals,” Me Kayed said 

“I think that we have to keep 
our eyes open to any sudden 
government steps concerning 
these prop osals and I think a 
statement by Dr. Majali that 
the government has cancelled 
the draft law is necessary to 
bring things back to normal’' 
Mr. Kayed told the Jordan 
Times. 

However, broker at the 
AFM said that Dr. Ensour’s 
statement will put an end to 
foe panic foar haunted foe 
stock market following 
rumours that most of the sav- 
ings funds would be liquidat- 
ed 

“Dr. Ensour’s statement 
should have been taken in foe 
very beginning of foe debate 
over the draft law,” said Naim 
Naqeeb a broker at the AFM. 

“His statements will calm 
down foe fears in foe AFM 
and put an end to all mental 
pressure that dominated the 
market in worry over a sudden 
supply of the funds shares 
which might have brought 
stock prices down,’’ Me 
Naqeeb told the Jordan Times. 

Iran says all 
prisoners to 
be swapped 
with Iraq 

TEHRAN (AP) — Iran and 
Iraq, which b3ve swapped 
close to 2^00 prisoners of 
war since Thursday, have 
reached agreement to 
exchange all prisoners PoWk 
Iran's foreign minister said. 

Meanwhile in Baghdad, an 
Iraqi tourism official con- 
firmed that foe two countries 
have reached an agreement to 
allow Iranian pilgrims to visit 
holy sites in Iraq. 

Tbe prisoner exchanges 
and announcement about pil- 
grims indicate significant j 
improvement in relations 
between Persian Iran and 
Arab Iraq, which fought a 
devastating war from 1980- 
88 that killed or wounded 
more than a million people. 

The war ended with a U.N.- 
brokered ceasefire bin ani- 
mosity persisted, especially 
over the issue of prisoners. 

Iran's foreign minister, 
Kamal KharrazL, was quoted 
by state-run Iranian Televi- 
sion late Saturday as saying 
Iranians soon will be allowed 
ro visit pilgrimage sites in 
Iraq under an agreement 
reached with Baghdad. 

Me Khairazi said “the fam- 
ilies of martyrs [of the Iran- 
Iraq war} will fotra foe first 
group of pilgrims.’' In Bagh- 
dad, a top Iraqi tourism offi- 
cial said on Sunday that Iraq 
will soon receive foe first 
group of Iranian pilgrims to 
cross foe border from Iran in 
about 18 years. . 

“1 hope this month we will 
see foe entry of the first Iran- 
ian group at our border” Sir- 
wan Abdul-Kadir, chairman 
of foe Tburism Board of Iraq, 
told foe Associated Press. 

He did not give an exact 
date or say how many Irani- 
ans will be involved in foe ini- 
tial visit 

“We hope that there will be 
tens of thousands per month 
in the foreseeable future,” Me 
A bdul-Kadir said. 

State-run Iranian Television 
also quoted Mr. Khanazi as 
saying that “all the POWs and 
prisoners of the two countries 
will be exchanged, and a joint 
comminee will also be set up 
to pursue the cases of uniden- 
tified POWs.’' 




SHOPPING FOR THE / EID: Jordanians roaming a marketplace in jabal AI Hussein in 
Amman on Sunday in preparation for the upcoming Muslim sacrifice holiday of Tid 
AI Adha, which falls on Tuesday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

King, Abbas discuss efforts 
to break peace impasse 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
received at the Royal 
Court Sunday Mahmoud 
Abbas, secretary general 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation ’s executive 
committee, who expressed 
to the King the gratitude 
of Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat for his con- 
tinued support for the 
Palestinian people's cause. 

Mr. Abbas said the 
Palestinian leadership was 
particularly thankful for 
the King's support during 
his visit to Washington for 
talks with U.S. leaders, 
where the King urged the 
U.S. administration to 


play the role of a full part- 
ner in the Middle East 
peace process, rather than 
that of mediator, so as to 
give momentum to the 
efforts exerted to achieve 
the aspired just settlement. 

Mr. Abbas briefed King 
Hussein on the outcome of 
talks conducted by U.S. 
Middle East Special 
Envoy Dennis Ross and 
the Palestinian leadership, 
and the American ideas 
that were discussed to give 
momentum to the peace 
process. 

King Hussein expressed 
satisfaction with the U.S. 
proposals and the positive 
Palestinian response to 


these proposals, some- 
thing which he said would 
encourage the U.S. admin- 
istration to pursue its 
efforts towards achieving 
a just peace. 

Present at the meeting 
were Chief of the Royal 
Court Fayez Tarawneh, 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister 
Jawad Anani and other 
officials. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Abbas held talks with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali to review 
the situation in the Pales- 
tinian territories and the 
recent developments in the 
peace process. 


Israeli Arabs call for general strike 
after brutal clash with police 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
Arab residents called Sunday 
for a general strike to protest 
brutal clashes with police that 
began after authorities demol- 
ished three homes in a bedouin 
village. 

Twenty-two police officers 
and about two dozen protesters 
were injured in the clashes, 
which began late Saturday 
night, police spokeswoman 
Linda Menuhin said 

Eighteen protesters were 
arrested, and police said more 
arrests were expected in one of 
the worst confrontations 
between Israeli troops and 
Arab Israelis in 20 years. 

“This definitely represents 
the beginning of a more activist 
and militant response of Israeli 
Arabs to Israeli authorities... 
something we may well be see- 
ing more of in the future,” raid 
Elie Rekhess, a professor- of 
Arab affairs at Tel Aviv Univer- 
sity. 

The clashes broke out in foe 
bedouin village of Suweij in 
northern Israel and spread 
throughout the night to include 
Arabs from surrounding vil- 
lages. Arab youths spilled out 
onto the main road, throwing 
rocks at passing cars. 


•*We will not agree to this sort 
of humiliation and oppression," 
said Salah Salim, an Israeli 
Arab member of Israel’s Knes- 
set on Israel Radio. “It is as if 
we are in occupied territory. 
We are Israeli citizens, with 
Israeli identification cards.” 

The clashes began when hun- 
dreds of police arrived in 
Suweij to stop a group of 
bedouin from rebuilding three 
homes that had been demol- 
ished by the police on Thurs- 
day. 

The eight bedouin families 
living in the village, along with 
hundreds of other Arab Israelis 
from surrounding villages who 
had come to help rebuild the 
homes, threw rocks at the 
police and threatened them 
with sticks, chanting, “Dear 
Saddam, bomb, bomb Tel 
Aviv." The police responded by 
clubbing protesters and firing 
tear gas. 

Local residents insist the 
demolished homes had been 
standing for more than 40 
years. The Interior Ministry 
charges that they were put up 
recently without permits. 

Police Minister Avigdor 
KahaJani said police had tried 
to avoid a confrontation bv dis- 


cussing the demolition order 
with bedouin leaders in Suweij 
before the demolition last week 
and again Saturday. 

“The reports from the police 
were very worrying,'’ Mr. 
Kahalani said on Israel Radio. 
They had a very hard time 
there... Police in this country 
are becoming the punching 
bags of all those who disagree 
with government policies.” 

“We are entering a very diffi- 
cult period and 1 am worried by 
the actions of those who have 
been living with us for 50 
years- we are friends, and fel- 
low citizens, and so have to 
find a way to live here together, 
while keeping the law.” 

Northern police commander 
Ali Kroon blamed “Muslim 
militants.” for inciting the 
bedouin to rise up against the 
police. 

More than 160,000 bedouin 

— formerly a nomadic people 

— live in Israel's northern 
Galilee and southern Negev 
Desert. Over the years most 
have settled in towns and vil- 
lages, where many of them live 
in poverty. They are Israeli citi- 
zens, like foe rest of Israel’s one 
million Arabs, and many serve 
in the Israeli army. 


Turkey: EU has ‘sabotaged’ Cyprus peace process 


ANKARA (AFP) — Thridsh 
Prime Minister Mesut YUmaz 
accused the European Union 
(EU) of having “sabotaged" the 
peace process on Cyprus by 
opening membership talks with 
foe divided Mediterranean 
island. 

‘The EU sabotaged foe 
progress made over the last 30 
years toward finding a solution” 
to the Cyprus problem, Mr. Yil- 
maz told journalists here late 
Saturday. 

He was referring to the ELTs 
opening last week of accession 
lalks wiih Cyprus despite strong 
opposition from Turkey and the 


Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cypres (TRNC). self-declared 
in 1983 and recognised only by 
Ankara . 

Turkey and foe TRNC have 
said membership for Cyprus in 
the ELI must wait until a solution 
is found to foe Cyprus problem. 

“A solution thk we [Turkey] 
do not want is not posable for 
Cyprus," Me Yilmaz said with- 
out ghfrtg further details. 

Ankara aid the breakaway 
TRNC headed by Rauf Deck- 
lash, have stepped up economic 
integration talks in retaliation to 
foe ELTs opening of member- 
ship talks with foe international- 


ly recognised Cypriot govern- 
ment of President Glafcos 
derides, a Greek-CyprioL 
Ml Denkrash reiterated his 
demand for international recog- 
nition of the TRNC in talks Sat- 
urday with LLS. presidential 
envoy for Cyprus Richard Hol- 
brooke. “Mr. Denkiash made 
absolutely clear that be wishes to 
have future contacts [with 
Greek-Cypriots], in light of the 
European Uni cm invitation, be in 
a staiMD-suoe relationship,” Me 
H olbrooke told reporters as he 
wrapped up talks with Greek- 
andTuikish-Cypriot leaders. 
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2 Home & Middle East News 

Success of Iraqi presidential palace 
searches set to speed up oil-for-food ® 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
successful launch of U.N. 
inspections of Iraqi presiden- 
tial sites for arms secrets is 
likely to speed up the delivery 
of humanitarian goods to 
sanctions- hit Iraq, diplomats 
said Sunday. 

They said the inspections 
have also boosted Iraq's rela- 
tionship with U.N. chief Kofi 
Annan, who negotiated the 
Feh. 23 accord on access to 
the eight presidential sites 
which were previously off- 
limits to LAN. arms inspec- 
tors. 

The secretary general has 
since created two new post- 
ings in an effort to avoid a 
repetition of the crisis over 
inspections before the accord, 
winch headed off U.S. and 
British threats of military 
action. 

One of the two, Jayantha 


Dhanapala of Sri Lanka who 
has been named to lead a Spe- 
cial Group of weapons 
experts and diplomats to 
inspect the palaces, spoke of a 
new era after the initial 
inspections launched on 
March 27 were completed 

The accord “opened the first 
chapter between the UJN. and 
the government of Iraq, and 
this successful implementa- 
tion of the first round of visits 
has helped to bring that 
process forward” Mr. Dhana- 
pala said Friday. 

Portuguese diplomat Anto- 
nio Monteiro, who heads a 
UN. Sanctions Committee, 
said that Iraq, by cooperating 
with the inspections, had 
strengthened its case for the 
approval of contracts under 
the oil-for-food deal to be 
speeded up. 

The deal allows Iraq, which 


has been under sanctions 
since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, to sell limited 
amounts of crude to finance 
imports of badly-needed food 
and medicine. 

Each contract which Iraq 
signs with foreign suppliers 
has to be approved by the 
Sanctions Committee, which 
is made up of representatives 
of the 15 menibers of the 
UN. Security Council. 

The member states have 
veto powers, slowing down 
the process. This procedure 
has an “extremely negative 
impact” on the level of sup- 
plies reaching Iraq's popula- 
tion of 22 million, in the 
words of a U-N. source. 

Mr Annan is trying to set 
up a new process to ease the 
delays, according to U.N. 
sources, by putting the CAN. 
office for humanitarian aid to 


Iranian judiciary dismisses 
protests over mayor’s arrest 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
judiciary on Sunday rejected 
growing protests over the 
arrest of Tehran’s moderate 
Mayor Gholam-Hossein Kar- 
baschi on charges of embez- 
zlement. 

The judiciary, run by the 
conservatives, said in a state- 
ment broadcast on state radio 
that a protest lodged by the 
interior ministry. which 
appoints mayors, “has no 
legal basis.” 

The ministry said after Mr. 
Karbaschi was seized on Sat- 
urday that the move had not 
been coordinated with min- 
istry officials. 

Political reformers close to 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi rallied support for the 


embattled mayor, who was 
placed in “temporary deten- 
tion” after being accused of a 
role in a corruption scandal 
hitting the city government. 

The Iranian cabinet was to 
meet here on Sunday to dis- 
cuss his arrest. 

Mr. Karboschi has been a 
bete noire of foe powerful 
conservative establishment 
since he formed a political 
group to challenge them 
ahead of legislative elections. 

He also played an instru- 
mental role in the landslide 
election of President Khatami 
last year. 

The mayor himself has dis- 
missed the charges against 
him as politically motivated. 

But an unnamed judicial 


source, quoted by the conser- 
vative Qods newspaper, said 
the judicial authorities 
“already possess enough evi- 
dence to organise a trial for the 
mayor in the coming weeks.” 

The attorney general’s office 
late Wednesday confirmed 
Mr. Karbaschi's arrest. 

“Because of the proof gath- 
ered by the court and after 
having subjected the mayor to 
interrogation, Mr. Karbaschi 
was placed under temporary 
detention by virtue of a 19S7 
law on diverting public 
funds.” it said in a statement. 

The law authorises the court 
to detain suspects for up to a 
month without bail if they are 
accused of diverting S20 or 
more in government funds. 


Iranian leader denounces U.S, 
urge closer ties with Europe 


TEHRAN {API — Iran's 
hard-line parliament speaker 
was quoted Sunday as saying 
that relations with the Ifaited 
Stales would be harmful to 
Iran’s interests. 

But Ali Akbar Naieq-Nouri 
also said Iran should have 
“closer contact” with Euro- 
pean countries, according to 
an interview with the English- 
language Tehran Times. 

Ties 'between Washington 
and Tehran have been severed 
since Islamists took over the 
U.S. embassy in the Iranian 
capital in 1979. bolding 52 
Americans hostage for 444 
days. 

“There is no question of hav- 
ing diplomatic relations with 
the United Stales as long as it 
follows a policy of domina- 
tion." Mr. Nateq-Nouri was 
quoted by the paper as saying. 
It “will not be beneficial but 


TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
16:20 Cartoon — The New Fred 
and Barney Show 

16z30 French Programmes 

18:00 ._ Riding High 

18 JO Drama— Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 .Cinq Sur Cinq 

19J0 -News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Hope and 
Gloria 

20:00 Documentary — Perspec- 
tive 

20:30 The American Chan Show 

21:10 Drama — Marker 

22:00 - ...-News in English 

22 JO ..Drama — Law and Order 

23:10 .... .Baywaich Nights 

2359 -....End of TJC 
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will be harmful to our inter- 
ests," be said. 

In a Sunday address to foe 
first session of foe Majlis, or 
parliament, since the Iranian 
new year's holiday. Mr. Nateq- 
Nouri stressed that as long as 
the United States pursues 
“aggressive policies, no 
grounds could exist for estab- 
lishment of ties.” IBs remarks 
were carried by the official 
Islamic Republic News 
Agency. 

On Europe, the parliament 
speaker said in the newspaper 
interview that “relations with 
European states would be in 
the interest of both sides." He 
added: “There is enough room 
for promoting relations with 
Europe, and we must go 
ahead.” 

Iran's relations with Europe, 
though generally good, have 
suffered occasional setbacks 


because of allegations that foe 
Iranian government provides 
support for Islamists abroad. 

Almost all foe European 
Union nations withdrew their 
ambassadors from Tehran in 
April 1997 following a Ger- 
man coun's finding Star Iran- 
ian leaders were involved in 
the assassinations of Kurdish- 
Iranian dissidents in Berlin. 
The ambassadors began 
returning to Tehran last 
November. 

In the newspaper interview. 
Mr. Naieq-Nouri said “misun- 
derstandings” between Europe 
and Iran can be resolved 
through dialogue. 

“I am sure frequent contacts 
and exchange of views 
between the two sides can eas- 
ily remove these trivial misun- 
derstandings and ground may 
be paved for greater and closer 
cooperation.” he said. 


Iraq in charge of approving 
the contracts. 

The success so far of foe 
Feb. 23 accord has also 
restored ties between Iraq and 
the U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in charge of dis- 
arming the country, while lav- 
ing down terms for foe 
inspections of presidential 
sites. 

UNSCOM inspectors, 
whom Iraq accuses of being 
provocative and arrogant, 
have to be accompanied by 
diplomats to ensure coopera- 
tion with foe Iraqi authorities 
does not break down during 
the searches. 

Mr. Annan has also named a 
special envoy' to Iraq. Indian 
diplomat Prakash Shah, with 
the specific task of preventing 
new' crises between Baghdad 
and the international commu- 


Iranian town 
renews protest 
against 
mistreatment 
of dissident 
cleric 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Shop- 
keepers in a central Iranian 
town have gone on strike for 
the second time in a month to 
protest the treatment of dissi- 
dent cleric Hossein Ali Mon- 
tazeri by foe authorities, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

Shops in Najafabad’s 
bazaar were closed on Samr- 
day to express support for the 
ayatollah, who has been 
under increased police sur- 
veillance in the holy city of 
Qom. central Iran, since 
Nov ember when he criticised 
supreme leader AyatoDah Ali 
Khamenei for dominating 
political affairs. 

Farda (Tomorrow) daily 
said the latest strike was to 
protest restrictions imposed 
on Ayatollah Montazeri a 
former designated heir to the 
late Ayatollah RuhoUah 
Khomeini who was dis- 
graced after taking a stand 
against the regime. 

Early last month, shop- 
keepers in Najafabad. the 
cleric's hometown, held a 
one-day strike to protest ai his 
treatment 

Meanwhile. an ultra- 
nationalist opposition group, 
the Party of the People of Iran 
(PPD. said hundreds of 
policemen had been 
deployed in Najafabad to 
bring the situation under con- 
trol. 

The group, which is 
banned said residents in the 
town were objecting to the 
“daily rise in prices and 
demanding the ayatollah’s 
release.” 



MONKS IN PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION: Franciscan monks cast long shadows 
in the late Sunday afternoon as they pass the Old City during a Palm Sunday pro- 
cession on the Mount of Olives retracing Jesus Christ’s footsteps as lie approached 
and entered Jerusalem. Thousands of pilgrims took part in the religions procession 
from the Mount of Olives to the Garden of Gethsemane where, according to tradi- 
tion, Christ prayed near a palm before his betrayal by Judas (Reuters photo) 

Jordanian-Israeli documentary 
marks first joint production 


CANNES (AFP) — A docu- 
mentary series based on foe 
life of Abraham, a key figure in 
foe Jewish and Muslim reli- 
gions, has broken new ground 
becoming the first joint pro- 
duction between Jordan and 
Israel. 

The series, “Abraham's 
Odyssey,” was presented this 
week at the television trade lair 
in foe southeastern French city 
of Cannes. It took two years to 
shoot in eight countries and 
retraced foe patriarch’s journey 
through a region still shaken by 
wars and upheavals. 

The documentary “is not 
aimed ai providing answers, 
but rarher at helping the two 
peoples better understand each 
other." said producer and 
director Yehuda Yaniv. 


“When we met with [the] 
Jordanian producer, we want- 
ed to work together on a film 
that would interest both Jews 
and Arabs and there were very 
few subjects possible.” he said 
‘That is why foe theme of 
Abraham seemed logical" 

Some of the scenes were 
secretly shot in Iraq, while oth- 
ers were situated in the mainly 
Kurdish southeast of Turkey 
and in Egypt's Death Valley. 
The documentary's two main 
characters. Jordan's Hisham 
Yanis and Israel's Alex Anski. 
each provide a point of view 
by simultaneously reading 
passages in Arabic and 
Hebrew from the Koran and 
the Bible. 

“The aim was not to have 
them act but rather to raise a 


dialogue between the two and 
to have overlapping view- 
points.” Mr. Yaniv said 

The documentary series is to 
be aired on the same day in 
Jordan and Israel with a for- 
ward presentation by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man. 

“The film contains certain 
scenes that will be appreciated 
neither by extremist Muslims 
nor by Orthodox Jews,” Me 
Yaniv said aiding that he had 
experienced no political pres- 
sure in making foe documen- 
tary. 

The 58-year-old producer, 
bom in Palestine, said he hopes 
the production will help bring 
“a little peace" to foe troubled 
region. 


Bahrain court convicts five women 


MANAMA! AP) — A special 
court convicted five Bahraini 
women of anti-government 
activities and sentenced them 
to three months in prison, but 
immediately suspended the 
sentences, a Bahrain newspa- 
per reported Sunday. 

The English-language Gulf 
Daily News said the State 
Security Court handed down 
its ruling on Saturday. 

The women, all believed to 


be Shiite Muslims, were con- 
victed of “gathering in a public 
area, carrying placards and 
chanting slogans against the 
political system." the paper 
quoted a court statement as 
saying. 

No other details of the case 
were given. Government offi- 
cials were not available to 
comment on the report. 

The State Security Court was 
set up in March 1996 to deal 


with cases arising frompoliti- 
cal unrest in Bahrain, which 
has left more than 40 people 
dead in foe past three years. Its 
verdicts cannot be appealed. 

The women were not foe 
first to be convicted 

Last October, two women 
were sentenced to three 
months in prison for anti-gov- 
ernment activities, but their 
sentences also were suspend- 
ed 


Algeria — 
paper 


PARIS (R) — A bomb; 
killed one person and; 
wounded another in the: 
western Algerian province; 
of Mascara, the Algerian; 
newspaper L'Authentiquej 
said on Sunday. 

The home-made bomb; 
went off when it was hit by; 
a passing vehicle in Fekana’ 
area on Saturday, it said. 
The paper did not say who,* 
planted it. f 

Hundreds of civilians t 
have been killed in Algeria’ 
in bomb attacks in the past! 
four years. The authorities' 
blamed Islamist rebels. ; 

The most deadly bombs 
were car bombs or devices! 
planted in passenger buses: 
or trains and in public, 
places, such as markets, 
theatres and cafes in main, 
streets. : 

But in the last 10 months, , 
many have been planted to ! 
act as mines in roads or on , 
farm tracks. 

Security forces killed six 
suspected rslamist rebels 
on Thursday and Friday in 
DeJlys region, west of 
Algiers, and in Sidi Mous- 
sa, south of the Algerian 
capital, said AI Acil and. 
Liberie dailies. 

About 150 rebels have 
reportedly been killed in 
military operations in the 
past three weeks, mostly in . 
the western provinces of 
Relizane and Tlemcen, 
according to Algerian 
newspaper reports. 

Algeria has been gripped 
by violence since 1992 . 
when the authorities can- 
celled a general election in 
which Islamists had taken a . 
commanding lead. • 

The government has said . 
more than 26,000 civilians : 
and security forces’ mem- : 
bets had been killed until : 
the end of 1997. It has; 
given no death toll for the \ 
rebels. 

Western estimates say : 
more than 65.000 people 
— civilians, rebels and ; 
members of the security 1 
forces — have died. 


Israeli army nervous over recruiting computer hacker 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s army has 
backed down from plans to enlist into 
one of its computer units a recruit who 
is under investigation for allegedly 
breaking into U.S. military computers, 
foe Ha aretz newspaper reported Sunday. 

Ehud Tannanbaum, 18. was drafted 
into foe Israeli Defence Forces Sunday 
despite the fact that he is under criminal 
investigation on suspicion of illegally 
entering U.S. and Israeli government 
computer sites, a police spokesman said. 

Tannanbaum had been under house 
arrest since mid-March, when U.S. and 
Israeli investigators charged him with 


carrying out foe computer raids, which 
included breaking into computer sys- 
tems at the Pentagon, the U.S. space 
agency NASA, the Israeli parliament 
and several universities. 

The house arrest order was lifted so 
the suspect could do his military service, 
which is mandatory for most Israelis. 

Haaretz. quoting military sources, said 
the army initially planned to place Tan- 
□anbaum into a computer unit to benefit 
from his proven skills. 

That decision was taken in part based 
on interviews with the youth in which 
be claimed to have broken into comput- 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


IMsaS 

06:14 

12*8 

16:12 

19:02. 

20=21 


( Sunrise) Duha 

- Dhuftr 

*Asr 

Maghreb 

4 lsha 


CHURCHES 

St Maty of Nazareth Church 
SweifietuTe). 5920740 
Assemblies of God Chuitfo Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Chordx Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sanda Church Tel 


4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624S 1 J. 

St Afrem Svrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

Orman-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56S84CW 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Sane College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 

4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swi* 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 46I4I90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Chord) TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 

771331 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Fine, warm and sunny weather 
conditions will prevail with tem- 


peratures becoming around aver- 
age and winds easterly light to 
moderate, in Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active, and 

seas calm. 

MuL/Max. temp. 

Amman. 07/21 

Aqaba. .......... 1 3/28 

Deserts - - .06/23 

Jordan Valley 1 1/27 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: Amman 51 per cent, 
Aqaba 37 percenL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dc IssamAiAsmar 890504 

Dc. Yoteef Naser 751144 

Pc NidalAs’ad 751672 

Dc Abdul Rahim Mustafa 744685 

Eras pharmacy .5661912 

Endows pharmacy 778336 

A) Asema pharmacy .4637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .4623672 

A 1 Sal am pharmacy — 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IKBID: 

Dc Mazen Abo Baltir 276852 


AI Quds pharmacy 1 — > 

ZARQA: 

Dr. HafezSaffiti 914144 

Khali feh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

CM Defence Depanrronr 
— 5661 1 U 

Chit Defence Immediate Rescue 

— 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Recue Pbfice 192.4625 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617I0I 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police..- 843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Public Security Dept — 4630321 

Hotel Complaints- 5605800 

Price Complaints. — 2*661 176 

V.aer Scamps Carrpbcis JSP^i 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

- - -787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls —,..,010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

A Wall Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan - -.774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity' Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight Information — 44-53200 
Queen AHa Inti Airport —44-55200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL &36SI3, 
856856 

Luzmih 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 46442SI/6 

AJdJeh Maternity. 464244 1/2 

Jabal .Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malta*. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital — 5669151 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital .5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen -.777101/3 
Al- 

Bashir- 775111/26 

Army. Marita -.,89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -.560224/V50 

Amai Hospital 5674 f 55 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

. (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

- — 109)99099 

IRBED: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

— (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 


— - (02)247 100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hayj Hospital <05)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian {RJ) information 

department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). 

ARRIVALS 

Ren al Jordanian <RJ) Flights 

0& 15 -..Sanaa (RJi 

09 JO Damascus (RJ) 

09-JO Jeddah (RJ) 

10J5 — Beirut (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

1050 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
1 1:05 Sharm AI Sheikh (adit (RJ) 

11:30 Ghardaqah (add) (RJ» 

14.-05 Sharm AI Sheikh (add) (RJ) 
14:35 .—..Ghardaqah (add) (RJ) 
15:20 Shann Al Sheikh (add) (RJ) 

16:05 Ghardaqah (add) (RJ) 

16:05 Sharm Al Sheikh lAddl(RJ) 

17:05 Cairo (RJ) 

17 JO London (RJ) 

17:45 ..New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
18:45 Kuwait (RO 


19:40 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

22:15 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

19:05 Ghardaqah (add) (RJ) 

23:00 Cairo (add) (RJ) 

03 JO Jakarta, Kuala Lurapupr(RJ) 
3015 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

10:30 .Cairo (MS) 

14:10 Bahrain iGF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

1S =40 -Doha(QR) 

15:45 Khartoum (SD) 

19H)5 Frankfurt (LH) 

19:45 - Dubai (EK) 

22:15 - .Istanbul (SD) 

2225 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

01 JO Amsterdam. Damascus (EK) 

Royal Wings (RYV) 

.Tel Aviv (RW) 

08 35 -....Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
08:15 Amman (Marks Airport) 
(RW) 

10:50 — Aqaba (RW) 

12:10 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

13:00 Amman (Mnka Airport) 
(RW) 

2230 -Aqaba (RW) 

23 JO Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0&45 .Beirut (RJ) 

08:00 Sharm .Al Sheikh (add) (RJ) 
08:35 -Ghardaqah (add) (RJ) 


ers solely to test his skills and never 
caused any damage during his raids. 

The army changed its mind after evi- 
dence surfaced that Tannanbaum had 
also tried to infiltrate classified Israeli 
military computer files in recent months 
but had not admitted this to investiga- 
tors, Haaretz said. 

Defence officials subsequently decid- 
ed that Israel’s security and foreign rela- 
tions could be jeopardised if Tannan- 
baum was assigned to work with foe 
army’s computer systems with access to 
their secret codes, Haaretz said. 


11:00 Sharm Al Sheikh Odd) (RJ) 

11:30 Ghardaqah (add) (RJ) 

11:45 —..Frankfurt, London (RJ) 
12:15 ..Sharm Al Sheikh (add) (RJ) 
12 JO Amsterdam, Chicago /RJ) 

12:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

13:00 ...Sharm A) Sheikh (add) (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

16:05 — .Ghardaqah (add) (RJ) 

19ri)0 Cairo (add) (RJ) 

20>45 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

2L15 - Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

21:45 — — Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

22:15 .Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

23:59 .Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:15 

06:35 — 

07:30 

0830 

08:45 

11:30 

15:00 

15:50 

1630 

16:45 

20:45 

23:10 

23:15 

0230 


— Istanbul (TK) 
— Lamaca (CY) 

.Paris (AF) 

— London (AF) 

(Beirut (ME) 

Cano (MS) 

Bahrain (GF) 

- -Vienna (OS) 

Doha (QR) 

Istanbul (SD) 

Dubai (EK) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

- — Khartoum (SD) 
-.Amsterdam (KL) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:30 Amman Marka Airport) (RW) 

07:50 Tel Aviv (RW) 

08:55 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Maria Airport) 
(RW) 

11:20 Aqaba (RW) 

12:40 —Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

2250 Aqaba (RW) 
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Majali 
calls on 
diplomatic 
missions 
to assist 
expatriates 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minster Abdul SaJam Majali 
Sunday called on the Foreign 
Ministry to give diplomatic 
missions greater authority in 
finalising and speeding up 
formalities concerning Jor- 
danian citizens living abroad 
and in issuing visas to foreign 
nationals. 

Dr. Majali. who attended 
part of a weekly ministry 
meeting chaired bv Foreign 
Minister Jawad Anani, said 
everything possible should be 
done to boost Jordan's reputa- 
tion abroad. 

He also urged Foreign Min- 
istry staff to help bolster Jor- 
dan s economic, cultural and 
political relations with the 
various countries of die 
world. 

Referring to embassies in 
Arab stales. Dr. Majali said 
mission heads should hold 
periodic meetings with repre- 
sentatives of the Jordanian 
expatriate community to learn 
about their general condition, 
complaints and work and liv- 
ing conditions.' Diplomatic 
missions should offer Jorda- 
nians abroad whatever facili- 
ties are required, he said, to 
serve as a link between the 
expatriates and their home- 
land. 

The Foreign Ministry, he 
added, is also called on to 
continue providing embassies 
abroad with news on social, 
political and economic devel- 
opments in Jordan. 

Dr. Anani reviewed the 
ministry's plans for develop- 
ment, as well as the ongoing 
cooperation between Jordan- 
ian embassies and foe min- 
istry. . . 


SEW® 

BRIEF 


King visits senator 
in hospital 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty Kong Hussein an 
Sunday visited Senator Akef 
Fayez who is recuperating at 
foe Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery. King 
Hussein received assurances 
on Mir. Fayez' health and 
wished him a speedy recov- 
ery. . 

Artillery corps to 
mark ‘Bd with gunfire 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Artillery Corps will 
fire guns from foe Jabal 
Qalaa and Umm A1 Sum- 
maq areas as part of ‘Ed A1 
Adha festivities. The gun 
discharges will begin Mon- 
day evening and will take 
place at each prayer time 
until the end of the ‘Bd. 





what’s 

■ f 

going on 

_ \ 

\ FILMS 

■ Si 

* “La Hfevre Monte & El 

( . : \ 

Pao” at die French Cultural 


Centre, Jabal Weibdeb at 6:30 

- . N 

pjnond 830 pm 


EXHIBITIONS 

• . _,i ?. 

* Exhibition of electrical 


equipment, home appliances, 
clothing, . perfume, sweets 
(marking die advent of ‘Bd 


Al Adha) at the University of 


Jordan, until April 7. 


* Paintings on handmade 


paper at Noor Al Hussein 


Foundation, off Wadi Saqra 

•• •• ,-t 

Sl OeL 5699141/2), until 


April 25. 


•* . Modem Jordanian 

^ jr- 

Ceramics” by Raed Al Dahl eh 
at Institute Cervantes, Jabal 


Amman, until April 10. 

v 

* Works by Jordanian artist 


Yousef Baddawi at Darat Al 


Funun, Jabal Weibdeb until 
April 9 (TeL 4643251/2). Also 

,9} 

7-' ^ 

■'d v \' 

displaying a private colleen on 
of Mamdouh Bisharai entitled 
“A -Vision, An Identity”, and 
wests by contemporary Arab 


artists — “The New CbJIec- 


tion." 
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SHEEP FOR SALE: Bedouin shepherds offer their sheep for sale Sunday to pil- 
grims at a roadside in Amman ahead of the upcoming Muslim festival of Eid AI 
Adha, which commemorates the Koranic patriarch Abraham’s sacrifice of a sheep 
in place of his son Ismail. Muslims all over the world sacrifice sheep during the fes- 
tival (Reuters photo) 


Communist Party threatens 
legal action against Zayaddine 
over funding allegations 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Communist Party (JCP) has 
threatened to take its veter- 
an leader Yacoub Zayaddine 
to court over his recent alle- 
gations that party leaders 
have received “huge 
amounts of money” from 
U.S. agencies. 

“The party will deal with 
such accusations seriously 
and examine them in all 
aspects.” a JCP statement 
said yesterday. 

‘"We will defend the 
party's reputation through 
all legitimate means and we 
will never allow the 
defamation of its history or 
the tarnishing of its mem- 
bers' reputation,'' it added- 
. JCP members read with 
“anger and.oain” an article 
"pub-’ 

lished in the Arabic daily Al 
Arab Al Yawm on March 
31. alleging that “the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) has infiltrated the 
oldest political parties, such 
as the JCP, by giving huge 
amounts of money to some 
of their leaders.” 

In a column published in 
the latest issue of the Arabic 
weekly Al Majd, Dr. 
Zayaddine reiterated his 
allegations. expressing 
regret that political parties 
should rely oo financial 


assistance from the CIA, the 
U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID), or other North 
American agencies for their 
survival. 

JCP Secretary General 
Munir Hamameh said Dr. 
Zayaddine had been asked 
“two or three times” to pre- 
sent evidence of his allega- 
tions before the Control 
Committee of the party, but 
“never showed up.” 

“Various bodies in the 
party are investigating the 
matter.” Dr. Hamameh (old 
the Jordan Times, reiterat- 
ing the JCP's determination 
to take legal action against 
Dr. Zayaddine. 

Dr. Zayaddine was not 
immediately available for 
comment. 

JCP sources declined to 
comment - when asked 
whether they knew the basis 
on which Dr. Zayaddine 
formulated his accusations. 

Dr. Zayaddine. 76, has 
been a prominent actor on 
Jordan's political stage for 
over four decades. He won 
the Jerusalem seat in the 
1956 parliamentary elec- 
tions and was JCP secretary 
general for 10 years, from 
1987-1997. 

During the party's last 
elections, in December, he 
turned down a re-election 
bid due to his age and his 
desire “to give younger 


comrades the chance to 
reach leadership positions 
as part of change.” 

Founded in 195 1 . the JCP 
was outlawed until the 
introduction of the 1992 
Political Panics Law. 

Though many of its lead- 
ers, including Dr. 
Zayaddine, were sentenced 
to long prison terms for 
political reasons, the JCP 
managed to operate under- 
ground during the- 1957- 
19S9 ban on political par- 
ties. 

In previous interviews 
with the Jordan Times. Dr. 
Zayaddine cited as a major 
political achievement his 
success in keeping the party 
united after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, which 
dealt a heavy .blow to com-, 
muni st groups world-wide. 

He also said he was par- 
UculaHV proud Sf havfh'g' 
successfully led the parry 
through the internal divi- 
sions sparked by Saddam 
Hussein’s invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The 1990-1991 Gulf crisis 
divided the JCP ranks, with 
some communists opposing 
Baghdad's move, and others 
supporting it. 

The JCP has one deputy in 
the SO-seat Lower House. 
Mohammad Bataineh 
(Irbid), wbo ran as indepen- 
dent in last November's 
general elections. 


Man in custody for shooting co-worker 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Police 
are questioning a 35-year- 
old man in connection with 
the shooting death of his fel- 
low worker at the Ramtha 
border station on Saturday, 
according to an official 
source. 

The source told the Jordan 
Times Sunday that the sus- 
pect, Awad M„ allegedly 
opened fire at his follow 
employee, Omar R., 36, in 


their boss’s office over 
work-related feuds. 

“The suspect had several 
arguments with the victim 
on Thursday over a vehicle 
which was waiting to cross 
the border. Omar allowed it 
to enter, but the suspect had 
initially refused to allow it to 
pass,” the source said. 

On Saturday, he main- 
tained. the issue was brought 
up again between the two 


and the border's director 
intervened in the matter and 
tried to calm them. 

“However, the argument 
became heated and Awad 
drew his gun and shot Omar 
seven times in the chest, 
killing him instantly,” the 
source added 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times confirmed the 
incident but refused com- 
ment 


Minister denies reports of Jordanian' 
Israeli water sharing agreement 


By Ramadan Rawashdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Sunday denied an Israeli 
newspaper report alleging 
that Israel and Jordan 
reached a secret agreement 
on water sharing during a 
meeting in Tel Aviv 
between His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Munfoer Haddadin 
told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the 
report in the Haaretz news- 
paper about a Jordan ian- 
Israeli accord to share the 
water of Lake Tiberias was 
baseless. He added that the 
Palestinians have their own 
share in the lake’s waters. 

Dr. Haddadin also denied 
an allegation by the Israeli 
military analyst in Haaretz 
about a secret deal between 
Jordan and Israel allowing 


unspecified quantities of 
water to be drawn from the 
Jordan River north of Lake 
Tiberias to an Israeli 
pipeline. He said this is not 
an issue that should be dis- 
cussed by Israel and Jordan, 
adding that should Jordan 
be approached about it. the 
Kingdom would reject it 
outright. 

Haaretz had said that in 
order to prevent the lake 
from overflowing with the 
additional waters from Lhe 
Yarmouk. Israel would 
divert water from the Jordan 
River directly into Israel's 
national water carrier. 

In earlier remarks Sunday. 
Dr. Haddadin said Israel bas 
shown signs of responding 
to Jordan's requests con- 
cerning storing water from 
the Yarmouk River. 

During his recent visit to 
Amman. Israeli Infrastruc- 
ture Minister .Ariel Sharon 
discussed the issue of Stor- 
ing water from the Yarmouk 


River in Lake Tiberias, 
according to the minister. 

“We want to improve the 
efficiency of diverting 
Yarmouk waters toward the 
King Abdullah Canal, and 
this is what I discussed with 
Sharon." Dr. Haddadin said. 

He said this work consti- 
tutes pan of the Wahdeh 
Dam project. 

Israeli radio Saturday 
quoted the Israeli newspa- 
per Haaretz as saying that 
Jordan and Israel will agree 
on increasing the amount of 
water drawn from the 
Yarmouk River to Lake 
Tiberias. 

“By signing the 1994 
peace treaty, we secured 
facilities tor storing up to 20 
million cubic metres of 
water in the lake, and we 
have asked the Israelis to 
increase this amount 
because the dam that was 
supposed to be built on the 
Yarmouk River has been 
postponed until a compre- 


hensive peace settlement 
has been concluded on all 
tracks” the minister said. 

“The Israeli radio report is 
a good sign and we are 
awaiting a final answer 
from the Israeli side” he 
added. 

Asked about the advan- 
tages for Jordan from this 
project. Dr. Haddadin said: 
“It is important for farming 
in the Jordan Valley, and the 
additional amount of water 
would enable the Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation to 
pump up to 90 million cubic 
metres of water to Amnvui 
and 20 million to the Irbid 
govemorate.” 

“Jf Israel has responded to 
the Jordanian requests, that 
would be a cause for 
delight,” added the minister. 

The 1994 peace treaty 
between Israel and Jordon 
provides for storing water 
from the Yarmouk River in 
Lake Tiberias for agricultur- 
al use in the Jordan Valley. 


Water 
Authority 
signs 
agreements 
for sewage 
networks 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) Sunday signed three 
agreements with two Jordan- 
ian firms and an American 
company to cany’ out a 
sewage network project in 
the Wadi Musa district, close 
to the ancient Nabataean city 
of Petra 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Munther' Haddadin. 
who signed the contracts 
along witit representatives of 
the three companies, said the 
project consists of three 
pans: a water treatment 
plant, pumping stations to 
send treated water to Wadi 
Musa. Taibeh and Bedoul. 
and a network of sewers in 
the three closely located 
towns. 

Dr. Haddadin said the 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) will cover 90 per 
cent of the cost of the JD25 
million project, which will 
take two years to complete. 

USAID Director in Jordan 
Lewis Lucke said the agency 
is providing assistance to 
this project in view of the 
historical and touristic 
importance of the region and 
the project’s benefit to the 
Jordanian economy. 

He said 1.25 million cubic 
metres of treated water will 
be produced for irrigation 
purposes. 

While the two Jordanian 
firms will be involved in lay- 
ing the sewage nerworks and 
pumping stations, the Amer- 
ican firm will construct the 
wastewater treatment plum. 


Honour crimes seminar ends with call for women’s centre 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A seminar tackling the 
increasing number of “honour crimes” 
in Jordan has called for the immediate 
opening of a specialised women's pro- 
tection and rehabilitation centre operat- 
ing on a 24-hour basis. 

The centre “should be established as 
soon as possible” said a statement 
issued on Saturday, five days after a 
seminar on crimes of honour ended. 

According to official figures, a total 
of 25 crimes of honour were reported 
in 1997, compared to 19 in 1996 and 
20 in 1995. But independent experts 
say the figures could be higher because 
not all cases are reported. 

In the crimes that have been con- 
demned at home and abroad, a male 
often kills his sister or cousin on suspi- 
cion of an illicit relationship to cleanse 
the family honour. The suspects benefit 
from a reduction in court sentences 
granted by die law, which does not 
treat these crimes as premeditated mur- 
ders. 

The two-day seminar, organised by 
the Jordanian Women's Union, Alkai- 
bah Research and Training Centre and 
the Tbrre Des Homines Humanitarian 
Agency, hosted over 10 experts and 
sociologists who submitted studies 


focusing on the phenomenon, reasons 
prompting it and ways to minimise or 
end it. 

The seminar also examined means of 
changing several lenient laws that 
experts say encourage such crimes. 

They also focused on ways to 
improve the role of the media in 
spreading popular awareness to help 
reduce these crimes. 

Delegates issued several recommen- 
dations including allowing non-gov- 
ernmental organisations (NGOs) to 
intervene in cases of family violence, 
offering free legal help for abused 
women and enforcing international 
human rights conventions which Jor- 
dan has signed. 

They also stressed the need to 
increase training courses for social 
counsellors. 

One recommendation demanded the 
often conservative media “to start play- 
ing a more responsible role in joining 
the fight against honour crimes, estate 
fishing better communications with the 
underprivileged sectors and promoting 
awareness on human rights.” 

Most importantly, radio and televi- 
sion programmes should work on 
“changing the negative image of 
women and children in the media and 
providing direct counselling lines for 
victims of violence and abuse.” 


During the seminar, specialists 
expressed concern over the increase in 
the number of honour crimes over the 
past 1 0 years. According to reports by 
the Forensic Medicine Department, 
these crimes have ranked highest 
among all murders committed in the 
country. 

Certain controversial articles in Jor- 
dan's civil law address such crimes in a 
lenient way. thus helping boost such 
crimes, according to some human 
rights activists. 

Article 340 of the civil law could 
exonerate those who commit such 
crimes. It stipulates that “he who dis- 
covers his wife or one of his female rel- 
atives committing 3dulteiy and kills, 
wounds, or injures one or both of them, 
is exempted from any penalty, or bene- 
fits from a sentence reduction.” 

Article 98 states that “he who com- 
mits a crime in a moment of fury 
caused by a dangerous act on foe part 
of the victim,” also benefits from a 
penalty reduction. 

However, if situation were reversed, a 
woman would not benefit from any 
penalty reduction. 

Most experts and women right's 
activists attending the seminar called 
for annulling these laws and for imple- 
menting stricter rules to save women 
from “such heinous crimes.” 


Press association president asks 
for consultations on draft law 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
president of the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA). 
Seif Sharif, has requested 
that the JPA be consulted by 
the government and Parlia- 
ment on the provisions of 
foe new draft Press and 
Publications Law. 

Mr. Sharif, who was 
speaking at a meeting with 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Information 
Abdullah Ensour, said the 
JPA's view's are important 
on this issue because the 
draft law affects not only 
the JPA. but the general 
media as well. 

Referring to the ongoing 
cooperation between" Lhe 
Ministry of Information, rhe 
government and Parliament 
over new-, draft la'yj’ov-^ k 
eming foe JPA, Mr. Sharif 
said it is hoped that such 
cooperation w'ill extend to 
other relevant laws. 

Mr. Sharif requested that 
foe government support die 
JPA's pension fund. whii:h 
he said is similar to a policy 
adopted by numerous Arab 
countries. He added that the 


dissolution of this fund, 
which seems probable now 
due to meagre resources, 
would deal a strong blow to 
foe association. 

He also asked that foe 
government back foe JPA's 
drive to require that journal- 
ists join the association so 
that the JPA board can pro- 
tect and promote the profes- 
sion. * 

Dr. Ensour said in reply 
that no democratic country 
forces people to acquire 
membership in associa- 
tions, adding that member- 
ship should remain option- 
al. 

However, he said, the 
ministry will wait for the 
higher council's interpreta- 
tion ^ofjfoe. constitution to 

Dr Ensour requested that 
foe JPA develop proposals 
on this maner for discussion 
with deputies in foe Lower 
House of Parliament. 

The minister assured foe 
journalists that foe govern- 
ment would not interfere in 
foe association's internal 
affairs or foe profession 


except to help the JPA 
shoulder its responsibilities. 

The minister urged jour- 
nalists to exercise restraint 
w'ith their publications, 
avoid slandering anyone in 
Jordan or abroad and refrain 
from publishing articles that 
would promote sectarian- 
ism, harm national unity or 
offend social morals. 

He said foe press should 
respect the Palestinian 
National Authority and foe 
Palestinian people and 
should refrain from level- 
ling insults at Arab leaders 
because, he added, such 
behaviour harms Jordan's 
relations with other coun- 
tries. 

At -the- -meeting,., which 

was attended by JPA board 
.v^wbe.rsan^ 

cial information services, 
discussion covered issues of 
concern to foe association 
such as foe acquisition of a 
plot of land that was donat- 
ed by His Majesty King 
Hussein and foe creation of 
a higher press council to 
help promote journalism in 
Jotdan. 



A sampling of some of the pottery on display at the Noor Al Hussein Foundation. The 
crafts on display at the exhibition were produced under a development project (Photo 
courtesy of Noor A! Hussein Foundation) 

Popular handmade paper art 
on display at crafts exhibit 


By Dima Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Timei: 

AMMAN — An exhibition 
of pottery, various style: s 
of hand-made paper and 
textiles produced under a 
Swiss-funded develop- 
ment project for the Wadii 
Seer villages near Amman 
is currently on display ai 
the NoorAl Hussein Foun- 
dation (NHF). 

The project was 
launched in 1994 to help 
improve living conditions 
on several levels and to 
create income-generating 
projects for women in the 
Iraq Ai Amir area. 

In a bid to promote the 
hand-made paper, which is 
produced from plants 
without chemical addi- 
tives. the NHF invited 15 


Jordanian and foreign 
artists to use this paper in 
their work. 

The artists, including 
Ghada Dahdaleh, Omar 
Hamdan. Ali Maher, Dodi 
Taba’a, and Adnan Sharif, 
creatively employed the 
hand-made paper in vari- 
ous works. 

A Swiss artist went fur- 
ther by developing black 
and white photographs on 
the paper. 

The paper is also being 
used extensively in note 
books, silk screens. Arabic 
cal 1 igraphy, boxes and 
greeting cards. 

Hand-made textiles have 
also been employed in 
order to insure a consistent 
income for the women of 
Iraq AI Amir. Artists used 
it to make vests, jackets. 


pillows, upholstery and 
other small items. 

Jordanian artist Hazem 
Zobi trained some women 
on how to use the “wheel” 
in making pottery, a vari- 
ety of which is exhibited at 
the foundation. 

Hand-made paper, how- 
ever, seems to be the most 
popular project among the 
women of Iraq Al Amir, 
NHF officials said. 

Thanks to the publicity 
extended by the founda- 
tion. this product is now 
well-known to designers 
and artists, wbo are now 
placing orders for their 
private work. 

The exhibition at the 
Foundation's Design and 
Craft Centre will run until 
April 25. 
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Yeltsin looks for 
Duma to back PM 


MOSCOW (R) — 

President Boris Yeltsin 
believes he has parliamen- 
tary backing for his prime 
ministerial nominee and is 
counting on the stare Duma 
confirming Sergei 

Kiriyenko in the post this 
week, Interfax news agency- 
said Sunday. 

But the agency, quoting 
an unnamed"official on Mr. 
Yeltsin's staff, said that if 
the lower house rejected 
Mr. Kiriyenko in a first 
vote, the president would 
immediately renominate 

him. 

“The president is firm in 
his intention to put forward 
Sergei Kiriyenko for parlia- 
mentary approval as many 
times as necessary for 
Sergei Kiriyenko to become 
premier." Interfax quoted 
the official as saying. 

If the Duma rejects three 
nominations, new parlia- 
mentary elections are auto- 
matically triggered under 
the constitution. The first 
confirmation hearing is 
expected Friday. 

“President Boris Yeltsin is 
counting on Sergei 


Kiriyenko being confirmed 
as premier at the first vote 
in the Duma.” Interfax said. 

“The president is basing 
this on the exchange of 
views with the speaker of 
the state Duma, Gennady 
Seleznyov, and die speaker 
of the Federation Council 
(upper house) Yegor 

Stroyev." 

M r. Yeltsin met M r. 
Seleznyov, a Communist, 
and Mr. Stroyev Thursday 
and offered to hold round- 
table talks with political 
leaders Tuesday, to hear the 
views of opposition groups 
on the formation of the new 
government. 

“The leaders of the two 
houses, after difficult dis- 
cussions. agreed with the 
president's reasoning and in 
principle did not rule out 
the possibility of Sergei 
Kiriyenko being confirmed 
as early as the first vote.” 
Interfax said. 

Communist leader 

Gennady Zyuganov said 
Thursday his "party, the 
biggest group in the Duma 
but short of a majority, 
would reject Mr. Kiriyenko. 


35. three times if necessary. 
He said the nominee lacked 
experience and would not 
change the free market poli- 
cies "of his predecessor. 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

But neither the 
Communists nor the 
Kremlin seem really to 
want elections called more 
than IS months ahead of 
schedule. 

Interfax quoted the 
Kremlin aide as saying Mr. 
Yeltsin was keen to see the 
“spirit of non-confronta- 
tional cooperation with par- 
liament'" which marked 
roundtable talks last 
December. 

The speakers agreed with 
Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Kiriyenko to set up joint 
government-parliament 
working groups to discuss 
the most difficult economic 
and social issues, the 
agency said. 

If the Duma voted against 
Mr. Kiriyenko. Mr. Yeltsin 
would send a new formal 
nomination letter for the 
same candidate “within an 
hour” of the rejection, the 
Kremlin aide added. 


Plans to topple the 
S. African government 
‘will be squashed’ 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Any “sinister plans*' to 
topple South Africa's black- 
led government by disgrun- 
tled whites would be 
squashed President Nelson 
Mandela told a Sunday 
newspaper, after a report of a 
coup plot were dismissed 
“I am completely in control 
of the situation. I have com- 
plete faith in the security 
forces Mr. Mandela told the 
Afrikaans Rapport in a wide- 
ranging interview Sunday. 

“I am confident that what- 
ever sinister plans there may 
be out there, we can quickly 
wipe them out" 

His remarks came after a 
team of top judges last week 
dismissed a report written by. 
Military Intelligence ( MI) of 
a left-wing coup plot 
Defence force head 
General Georg Meiring in 
February handed in the 
report implicating the deputy 
chief of the South African 
National Defence Force 
(SANDF). Lieutenant- 
General Siphiwe Nyanda. 
and Mr. Mandela's ex-wife. 
Winnie Madikizela- 

Mandela. in a plot. 

An axe is hanging over 
Gen. Meiring 's head because 
he has failed to adequately 
explain how the report was 
draw n up. 

“When I received the 
(Military Intelligence) report. 
1 immediately noticed that 
there was not one white 
implicated in the plot," Mr. 
Mandela told the paper 
Sunday. 

And some of those impli- 
cated were in line to take 
senior positions in the army 
when the old guard moved 
out anyway, he said. 

“This made me very suspi- 
cious and so I asked the 
judges to investigate ■'* 

Asked whether he thought 
there could be other groups 
planning to topple die gov- 
ernment. Mr. Mandela said 
that when changes such as 
are happening in South 
Africa take place those in the 
minority often became wor- 
ried. 

“They feel unsafe. This is 
also happening in our coun- 
try. That is why there is that 
tendency to see if they can 
bring back the old dispensa- 
tion.* especially whites who 


lost their power. , 
"Some people are unhappy 
with the current dispensation. 
We are aware that there is a 
lot going on.” he said. 

Mr. Mandela added: “We 
have sympathy with such 
forces because we know it is 
not easy when, for three cen- 
turies you have held power, 
then you wake up one morn- 
ing to find that you have" lost 
everything." 

He said white ” South 
Africans hadn’t lost all their 
apartheid privileges and still 
held enormous influence, 
especially because they were 
so skilled. 

“I tell my colleagues in the 
government and the leader- 
ship of the ANC that we did 
not defeat the whites on a 
battlefield: you cannot treat 
them as if they are flat on the 
ground where we can dictate 
to them. 

"If you try and do that 
even that small group of peo- 
ple will stand up and try and 
reduce the country to ashes. 

“We must handle them 
with respect, as a whole part 
of the community which 
must be involved in decision 
making." 

He said the African 
National Congress wel- 
comed opposition political 
parties, but "unfortunately 
we (have) an opposition 
which is not at all loyal to the 
country." 

A sense of new patriotism 
had not yet reached the oppo- 
sition. 

"We welcome opposition, 
because it is the cornerstone 
of democracy. We welcome a 
powerful and fearless press 
..." Meanwhile, the City 
Press newspaper reported 
Sunday that Gen. Meiring 
has been briefed he should 
resign or be sacked after 
SANDF generals, who were 
part of the former liberation 
armies, claimed to know that 
he was pan of the team that 
drew up the dismissed repon. 

The newspaper said MI — 
which is made up almost 
entirely of elements from the 
previous regime — could be 
also disbanded in the wake of 
the coup plot debacle. 

The Sunday Independent 
also said a purge of MI and 
the defence force was loom- 
ing. 


ETA 
planned 
to kill 3 
rightwing 
politicians 

MADRID (AFP) — The 
armed Basque separatist 
group ETA attempted to 
murder three rightwing 
local pol iticians of a 
town in southern Spain 
last year, the Madrid 
daily El Pais reported 
Sunday. 

An ETA suspect 
arrested last month told 
Spanish police of the 
group's attempt to mur- 
der three local represen- 
tatives in the Andalusian 
town of Rincon de La 
Victoria, near Malaga, 
on Sept. 8. the report 
said. 

Mikel Azurmendi 
Penagarikano. known as 
Hankas. told the para- 
military police that 
bombs had been placed 
under the cars of the 
town's mayor. Jose 
Maria Gomez Munoz, 
and a local councillor. 
Francisco Robles 

Aguilar. 

The explosive devices 
had been found by acci- 
dent and defused.’ 

Mr. Hankas admitted 
that he had also tried to 
place a bomb under- 
neath the car of local 
politician Jose Antonio 
■Letnonche but gave up 
when he realised the 
vehicle was equipped 
with an electronic 
alarm. 

According to El Pais, 
the former member of 
the feared Andalusia 
Commando, dismantled 
on March 21. also told 
Spanish authorities that 
ETA had tried to rob an 
explosive deposit near 
the north western French 
c ity of Rennes. 

; A group of four or five 
militants. including 
ETA leader Juan Maria 
linsausti Mugica known 
:as “Karpov." had tried 
to break through a wall 
of the arsenal building 
but an alarm had sound- 
ed forcing them to 
retreat. 



Vehicles queue after the opening of the Akashi Kaiyo 
Bridge, the world's longest suspension bridge in Kobe, 
western Japan. The new 3,9 11 -metre bridge spans the 
Akashi Strait linking Kobe and Awaji Island and has a 
main span of 1.991 metres, making it the world's 
longest suspension bridge (Reuters photo) 


Japan opens 
world’s longest 
suspension bridge 


TOKYO t AFP i — Japan 
opened the world's longest 
suspension bridge Sunday 
after 10 years work and a cost 
of almost SIO billion, amid 
questions from some analysts 
about what purpose it serves. 

Crown Prince Naruhito and 
Princess Masako attended the 
official opening of the 3.91 1- 
mecre-long Akashi Kaikyo 
bridge across the Akashi Strait 
between Japan's main island 
of Honshu and the southwest- 
ern island of Shikoku. 

The road bridge's central 
span of 1.991 metres exceeds 
the Humber bridge in Britain, 
the Great Belt East bridge in 
Denmark and the Tsing Ma 
bridge in Hong Kong. 

It opened to the public late 
Sunday following a series of 
ceremonies, the Honshu- 
Shikoku Bridge Authority 
said. 

The 1.3 trillion yen (S9.7 
billion) bridge, the last mam- 
moth Japanese project this 
century, was launched in 19S8 
before the economy sinned to 
stagnate. 

It connects the city of Kobe 
and Awaji Island in the strait 
and forms part of the S9- kilo- 
metre expressway through 

Shikoku. 

The project was in danger 
after an earthquake devastated 
Kobe and other western 
Japanese cities in January 
19«5. 

Work was suspended for 
about a month as the epicentre 
of the quake was just south- 
west of the southern end of the 
bridge. The constructor found 
the bridge had to be stretched 
by 1.1 metres because the 
quake shifted the piers. 

The authority said the 
bridge was designed to w ith- 
stand an earthquake measur- 
ing 8.5 on the Richter scale, 
compared with 7.2 on the 
scale recorded around Kobe 
where more than 6.000 people 
died. 

The toll for car* has been set 
at 3.250 yen but will be low- 
ered to 2.600 yen during the 
first five years to encourage 
usage. 

Recession-hit local busi- 
nesses expect much from the 
project. 

Daiwa Bank Research 
instiruie estimated the long- 
term impact of the bridge on 


the regional economy to be 
worth 150 billion yen. The 
institute said Shikoku Island 
was expected to earn an extra 
1 2 billion yen a year thanks to 
the bridge. 

Local governments forecast 
the number of tourists visiting 
the region will increase from 
1.6 million to 2.3 million. 

But some analysts are pes- 
simistic about the impact. 

"We have not seen any com- 
panies out of the region plan- 
ning to build new facilities 
here or announcing new 
investment for the past few 
years.” said Yoshiaki Kume. 
an analyst at Tokushima 
Regional Research Institute. 

“Residents' expectations of 
the bridge are also not so 
high." the analyst added. 

Tukayoshi lgarashi. a pro- 
fessor at Hosei University, 
said such big projects were 
unlikely to help boost the 
economy once construction is 
completed, adding they were 
more likely to increase the 
financial burden for people in 
the end. 

“Japan had better stop rely- 
ing on a public works-led eco- 
nomic recovery." the profes- 
sor said. 

Because of the economic 
slowdown, the operator is 
expected to face difficulties in 
recovering the huge invest- 
ment. 

The authority will manage 
three bridges across the strait 
when another one is complet- 
ed next year. It is already four 
trillion yen in debt. 

Analysts warn that local 
governments may face extra 
spending to reduce the debt. 

The authority forecasts 
50.000 cars would use the 
bridge a day. but analysts said 
traffic volume would be low- 
ered due to the slump. 

Japan experienced a boom 
in big projects in the late 
1980s and early 1990s. 
Kansai International Airport 
was completed in 1994 on a 
man-made island and the 
world's longest undersea road 
tunnel under Tokyo Bay- 
opened last December. 

But alter the property bub- 
ble burst, many local govern- 
ments were forced to reassess 
vastly inflated estimates of 
returns from mega-projects in 
the light of economic realities. 


Belgium calls Kinshasa 
accusations irresponsible 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Guns 
seized by the Democratic 
Republic* of Congo (DRC) 
were about to be returned to 
Belgium under an open 
agreement with Kinshasa, 
the Belgian foreign ministry 
said Sunday, dismissing 
charges of arms smuggling. 

The sudden seizure, 
which came after Belgium 
criticised the DRC for shut- 
ting down a human rights 
organisation, was an “irre- 
sponsible way of proceed- 
ing." unless there had been 
a “misunderstanding of the 
affair." foreign ministry 
spokesman Andre Querton 
said. 

DRC state television 
showed pictures of assault 
rifles and hand guns which, 
it claimed, were destined 
for the Belgian consulate at 
Lubumbashi. the country’s 
second city and centre of 
the mining industry, in the 
south. 

“It would not be excessive 
to list (Belgium) among ter- 


rorist countries.” said 
Ignace Makeba. chiet aide 
to Information Minister 
Raphael Gbenda. describing 
the inddent as a “scandal 
and a "provocation’' while 
alleging that plots were 
being hatched against Mr. 
Kabila. 

But Mr. Querton was 
quoted by the Belga news 
agency as saying that the 
weapons shown were about 
to be- returned Saturday to 
Belgium with the permis- 
sion of the DRC authorities. 

They had belonged to four 
Belgian soldiers who were 
sent to Lubumbashi last 
year to protect Belgian 
nationals during the rebel- 
lion of now President 
Laurent Kabila. Mr. 
Querton said. 

Mr. Querton said the sol- 
diers were in Lubumbashi 
with the permission of both 
Mr. Kabila and the then 
president, Mobutu Sese 
Seko, whom Mr. Kabila 
ousted in May after a seven- 


month rebellion. 

After Lubumbashi fell to 
the rebels, the soldiers 
returned to Belgium, the 
former colonial power in 
the DRC. but left their 
weapons behind, the foreign 
ministry spokesman said, 
adding that their return had 
been negotiated with the 
Kinshasa authorities. 

But at the last minute the 
two cases of weapons were 
seized and picked up by the 
television cameras, said Mr. 
Querton. stressing that 
Belgium had “always 
shown transparency and 
good will in this old mat- 
ter.” 

Earlier Saturday, 

Belgium's Foreign Minister 
Erik Derycke said the ban- 
ning of the Zairian 
Association for the Defence 
of Human Rights (AZAD- 
HO) Friday was “a new 
negative signal" of the 
Kinshasa government’s atti- 
tude to human rights, a 
spokesman said. 


Frenzied reaction in Britain 


to paedophile’s release 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
scheduled release of a noto- 
rious paedophile Monday 
has stirred public passions 
in Britain to a frenzy, 
fuelled by sensational press 
warnings over “child- 
killers" and "monsters." 

The climate of fear and 
outrage has been growing 
steadily in the run-up to the 
release of "child-killer" 
Sydney Cooke. 69. after 
serving 10 years in prison 
for the particularly grisly 
murder of a 1 4-year-old 
boy. 

Another five convicted 
paedophiles are due to be 
released soon after Cooke, 
sparking a wave of general 
panic. 

“Watch out for this evil 
pervert," thundered the 
tabloid Sun newspaper, 
which carried a front-page 
photo of "the monster." 

“He’ll be freed in days 
and could be coming to 
your neighbourhood.” 

The country’s best-selling 
newspaper also invited its 
readers to telephone a spe- 
cial hot-line with any sight- 
ings of Cooke, so that his 
movements could be 
tracked at all times. 

With a protest planned at 
the gates of Cooke's prison 
Monday, the authorities are 
being forced to take special 
measures to protect him 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian Prime Minister Alai 
Behari Vajpayee Sunday- 
opened an imposing Hindu 
temple in which life-size 
robots reenact scenes from 
ancient Hindu texts. 

Mr. Vajpayee, who look 
office last month, spent 
around 45 minutes at the 
martile-and-granite com- 
plex built at a cost of about 
S6 million in New Delhi's 
southern fringes. 

Hundreds of angry men 
and women jostled with 
police outside after failing 
to gain entry despite invita- 
tions from the International 
Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON). 
the organisers. 

Mr. Vajpayee's elite com- 
mandos enforced tight 
security at the site. 

The “Glory of India" 
temple uses Western tech- 


frorn possible assault. 

According to press 
reports. Cooke may have 
been transferred to another 
detention facility, or even 
released secretly ahead of 
time Saturday. 

Once out of jail. Cooke 
has been convinced by 
police of the wisdom of 
staying, at least temporarily, 
in supervised accommoda- 
tion and wearing an elec- 
tronic tracking bracelet. 

Around 30 police officers 
have been assigned to main- 
tain a 24-hour watch on 
Cooke. 

Britain's Labour govern- 
ment. which has pushed 
itself as champion of the 
fight against crime, has con- 
tributed to the general hys- 
teria with an anti-pae- 
dophile campaign that some 
critics have judged exces- 
sive. 

For the last seven months, 
all convicted paedophiles 
have had their names listed 
on a national register and 
are required — under the 
threat of another prison 
term — to notify police of 
any change of address. 

The register is meant to be 
confidentiaL but a police 
official admitted recently 
that details were sometimes 
released. 

In some cases “it may be 
that the only way of protect- 


nology to promote Hindu 
religious themes. Robots 
which are mobile from the 
waist up depict scenes 
from Hindu scriptures 
while computerised special 
effects have also been 
used. 

"ISKCON will be the 
forerunner in the use of 
modem day technology for 
preserving the spiritual 
truths of India." said an 
organiser. “The robots in 
the complex have been 
made in the United States." 

Hindus form the over- 
whelming majority of 
India’s 960 million people. 

ISKCON. also known as 
the Hare Krishna move- 
ment worldwide, was 
founded in New York in 
the 1960s by an Indian. It 
boasts 550 centres world- 
wide, including farms and 
temples. 


iog the population is to put 
that information in the pub- 
lic domain.” said the offi- 
cial. who asked not to be 
identified. 

Last year, another con- 
victed paedophile who 
knew Cooke, Robert Oliver, 
was relentlessly pursued for 
weeks after his release from 
prison by a pack of tabloid 
reporters and neighbour- 
hood self-defence commit- 
tees. 

After trying to settle in six 
different towns, Oliver was 
finally reduced to seeking 
refuge for four months in 
police cells in the southern 
seaside town of Brighton. 

The situation has sparked 
concern among those deal- 
ing with released offenders. 

“The hint and sometimes 
the reality of vigilantism 
actually increases the risk to 
the community,” one proba- 
tion officer said. 

“If they are driven under- 
ground and hounded from 
pillar to post then that has to 
increase the risk," he added. 

Public anxiety over Oliver 
and Cooke has been com- 
pounded by the fact that 
neither is obliged to under- 
go psychological treatment 
after release. A law impos- 
ing such treatment was 
passed in 1992. but (fid not 
apply to people jailed 
before that date. 

10 students 
drown on 
Yangtse 
River 

BEIJING OR) — Ten 
Chinese students drowned 
when their boat capsized on 
the Yangtse River during a 
school outing, state radio 
reported Sunday. 

The accident occurred 
when 15 middle school stu- 
dents crowded on to a boat 
built to carry 10 as it crossed 
the Yangtse Friday near Da 
County, in the southwestern 
province of Sichuan, the 
radio report said. 

The owner of the boat, a 
fishing vessel which was not 
licensed to take passengers, 
and two of the teachers 
supervising 160 students 
during the outing were 
detained after the mishap, 
the report said. 


PM opens Glory of 
India Hindu temple 


Many feared dead, 90 saved in boat fire on Amazon 


French woman killed, boyfriend 
seriously injured in Swiss village 


SAO PAULO (R> — 

Brazilian authorities said at 
least 90 people were rescued 
after a river boat caught fire 
on an Amazon river tributary 
Saturday, but it was unclear 
how many were missing due 
to the lack of a passenger list 
Police in the Amazonian 
capital of Manaus said 74 
passengers on board the 
Almiranie Mbreiia. which 
caught fire at about 9 a.m. 


Jocal time (1300 GMT) were 
taken to the local hospital, 
while 1 6 left after the accident 
without injuries. 

“Our rescue team ar the site 
has not reported any deaths," 
said Capt. Helcio Mona in 
Manaus. 

But Brazilian media report- 
ed at least three people were 
feared dead and that local 
police were continuing their 
search under the assumption 


ihai between 30 and 70 peo- 
ple could be missing. 

Many were feared swept 
away in the swift current of 
the river, a major tributary 
that flows northeast into the 
Amazon, and travels at about 
20 km in the area where the 
boat exploded. 

“My friend jumped into the 
water after catching fire and 
was nor seen after that 1 think 
he is dead.” witness Lucio 


Coereio told Globo televi- 
sion. 

Miguel Vital, police chief in 
the nearby town of Nova 
Olinda do None, told Reuters 
earlier thar some 130 people 
could have been aboard the 
boat, but he could no: be sure 
since no list existed. He could 
not confirm any reports on 
deaths. 

The boat caught fire while 
making its regular run on the 


Madeira River from Manaus 
to Rondonia state's Porto 
Velho. 

Capt. Motta said the fire 
erupted in the kitchen, but 
could not give further details. 

A rescue team of police, 
medics and divers flew inro 
the area from Manaus. 
Brazil’s main Amazon River 
port, about 160 miles away, to 
help an undersized team of 
local police and firemen. 


DELEMONT. Switzerland 
(AFP) — A French woman 
was killed and her 
boyfriend seriously injured 
after they were shot early 
Sunday morning in a vil- 
lage in northeast 
Switzerland. cantonal 
police said. 

The drama. which 


involved three French 
nationals, occurred in the 
town of Goumois, in the 
canton of Jura. 

The assailant, who fled 
after the shooting, was later 
nabbed near the scene of 
the shooting following a 
massive manhunt launched 
by customs authorities and 


police. 

Police said preliminary 
information pointed to & 
‘‘crime of passion.” No 
other details of the incident 
were immediately avail- 
able. 

Police said they had 
launched a full, investigt 
lion. 
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U.S- Secretary of State Madeleine Albright is greeted by President Rene Preval at the 
National Palace. Albright is in Haiti to support efforts to resolve Haiti's political cri- 
sis (Reuters photo) 

Albright disappointed 
with Haiti’s leaders 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(R) — U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
expressed disappointment 
Saturday with Hainan lead- 
ers’ inability to end a long- 
standing political impasse 
holding up badly needed 
international aid. 

Mrs. Albright’s one-day 
visit to the impoverished 
nation came nearly 10 
months after Prime 
Minister Rosny Smarth 
resigned amid a continuing 
electoral dispute that has 
brought normal govern- 
ment functioning to a 
standstill. 

"Frankly, we have been 
disappointed that Haiti's 
political leaders have taken 
so long to resolve their dif- 
ferences,” Mrs. Albright 
said. 

It was the second visit she 
bad made in six months to 
promote a resolution to the 
crisis. 

At Haiti's national palace. 
Mrs. Albright met with 
President Rene PrevaL dis- 
cussing the crisis, the rule 
of law and economic 
reform. 

She also met with party 
leaders at the centre of the 
deadlock. including 

Officials of the People’s 
Organisation in the struggle 
(OPL) and former 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, who heads the 
Fanmi Laval as party. 

Of*L contested senatorial 
seats won by Fanmi 
Laval as candidates in a 
vote last April. 

Legislators still fuming 
over alleged fraud during 
the April elections have 


rejected both Preval’s nom- 
inees to replace Mr. Smarth 
as prime minister. 

Half of Mr. Smarth 's min- 
isters have since resigned, 
leaving the rest doubling up 
on their responsibilities in 
caretaker roles. 

Mr. Preval denominated 
one of the rejected candi- 
dates for prime minister. 
Herv6 Denis, last month, 
saying he felt parliament 
was prepared to leave the 
election issue out of the 
approval process. 

Mr. Denis presented his 
credentials to a parliamen- 
tary commission this week 
but has nor yet been invited 
to present his government 
plan. 

OPL leaders have said 
they will not reconsider Mr. 
Denis, making a solution 
seem unlikely. 

Mrs. Albright expressed 
frustration wifri the politi- 
cal leaders, since hundreds 
of . millions of dollare in 
international aid to' the 
impoverished country is at 
stake. 

"I will convey to them ... 
the importance of ending 
the current paralysing and 
costly political crisis, so 
that a prime mini ster may 
take office, international 
aid can flow more readily 
and needed legislation can 
be enacted,” she said. 

Mrs. Albright pointed out 
that if parliament were to 
approve loans from the 
world bank and the inter- 
American Development 
Bank, the Haitian economy 
could produce an annual 
growth rate of 5 per cent. 
w ‘The resulting rise in 


incomes could raise 1 mil- 
lion Haitians out of pover- 
ty.” she said. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion has been criticised for 
its policy in Haiti, but Mrs. 
Albright called Haiti a for- 
eign policy success. 

"I’m very proud of the 
role the U.S. has played," 
she said, recalling human 
rights abuses and masses of 
boat people under a 1 992- 
93 government installed by 
military coup. 

Mrs. Albright promised 
U.S. assistance in preparing 
national elections sched- 
uled for November despite 
the current electoral contro- 
versy. 

She also announced the 
appointment of David 
Aaron, undersecretary' of 
commerce for international 
trade, as chairman of a 
national security council 
committee on Haitian eco- 
nomic growth. 

"Ambassador Aaron will 
be working to mobilise 
agencies within the U.S. 
government and private 
sector, with their counter- 
parts here in Haiti, to pro- 
mote investment growth 
and sound financial man- 
agement," she said. 

After her talks with 
Haitian leaders. Mrs. 
Albright left for Trinidad 
and Tobago, where she was 
scheduled to meet Sunday 
with Prime Minister 
Basdeo Panday. 

Monday she is to meet 
there with the foreign min- 
isters of 15 nations that 
took part in a Caribbean 
summit with President Bill 
Clinton last Mav. 


Majority polled want 
Starr to drop Clinton probe 


i"£) 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
majority of . Americans 
believe the peijury investi- 
gation of President Bill 
Clinton is unlikely to lead 
to charges against him and 
should be dropped, accord- 
ing to a Newsweek maga- 
zine poll issued Saturday. 

A Washington Post poll, 
published in the newspa- 
per's Sunday edition, also 
showed popular support for 
a time limit on independent 
Counsel Kenneth Starr’s 
investigation, which most 
surveyed said was political- 
ly motivated. 

With Mr. Clinton's 
approval raring still flying 
high. 57 per cent of those 
polled by Newsweek said 
Mr. Starr should end his 
investigation Of allegations 
that the president had sex 
with Monica Lewinsky, 
lied about it under oath and 
induced the former White 
House intern to lie about it 
in the Paula Jones sexual 
harassment case. 

Mr. Clinton has denied 
the allegations. 

In the post poll 34 per 
cent said Mr. Stair should 
wind up his probe now and 
35 per cent said he should 
be given a time limit. 
Among respondents, 56 per 
cent saw the prosecutor's 
motive as political, while 
32 per cent said Mr. Starr 
was working “to find the 


truth.” 

Both polls were conduct- 
ed after U.S. district court 
judge Susan Webber 
Wright dismissed the Jones 
civil suit that alleged Mr. 
Clinton made a crude 
advance to her while he 
was Ar kans as governor in 
1991. 

An overwhelming SI per 
cent of respondents in the 
Newsweek survey said it 
was unlikely that criminal 
charges or impeachment 
proceedings would be 
brought against Mr. Clinton 
while he was in the White 
House. 

Even if there was strong 
evidence that Mr. Clinton 
lied under oath about an 
improper sexual relation- 
ship, 55 per cent would be 
satisfied with an apology 
from the president, or no 
punitive action at all, while 
40 per cent said he should 
be removed from office, the 
Newsweek poll showed. 

Mr. Clinton's approval 
rating was at 66j?er cent in 
the Newsweek poll and 65 
per cent in the Post survey. 

But 70 per cent of the 
Newsweek respondents and 
68 per cent of those polled 
by the Post said Mr. 
Clinton's presidency may 
be remembered more for 
allegations about his per- 
sonal life than for his 
accomplishments in office. 


Leipzig vote 
first election 
barometer in 
former East 
Germany 

LEIPZIG, Germany (R) — 
Voters in Leipzig went to the 
polls Sunday to elect a new 
mayor in a vote which was 
being watched as an early 
test of the public mood in for- 
mer East Germany ahead of 
September's general election. 

Outgoing Mayor Hinrich 
Lehmann-Grube. an opposi- 
tion Social Democrat (SPD). 
has stood down early for 
health reasons and his party 
ally Wolfgang Tiefensee 
leads a pack of seven candi- 
dates running to succeed 
him. 

Leipzig, an industrial city 
of half a million, is an SPD- 
led enclave in Saxony state. 
Saxony, which borders 
Poland and the Czech 
Republic, is the only state in 
the former East Germany 
which is ruled outright by 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats (CDU). 

Pollsters say that die SepL 
27 general election could be 
won and lost in the east, over 
one in five workers in the 
region are out of a job and 
Mr. Kohl is struggling to live 
down a promise he made 
after unification of "blossom- 
ing landscapes.” 


S. Korean president accepts meeting 
with North, hopes for breakthrough 


SEOUL tAFP) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Dae- Jung Sunday accepted 
a North Korean proposal 
for a meeting of high-level 
government “officials and 
welcomed it as “major 
progress and a change” in 
relations. 

“We will, of course, take 
part in the meeting. 1 hope 
it will be fruitful.” Mr. Kim 
said in a statement on his 
return here from the Asia- 
Europe Meeting (ASEM) 
summit in London. 

North Korea Saturday 
offered a vice-ministerial 
level meeting in Beijing 
April 1 1 to discuss fertilis- 
er aid and other issues, the 
first in four years. 

Mr. Kim's comment was 
Seoul’s first official 
response to the request, 
made by North Korean Red 
Cross head Ri Sung-Ho on 
the telephone hotline 
through the Demilitarised 
Zone (DMZ) which divides 
the Korean Peninsula. 

Mr. Ri said the North 


would send a five-member 
delegation to Beijing on 
April II "to discuss the 
provision of fertilisers and 
other issues of bilateral 
concern” which Seoul put 
forward during Red Cross 
contacts in Beijing last 
month. 

Official goverament-to- 
govemment contact 

between the two warring 
Koreas was cut off in July 
1994. after the two sides 
had met to arrange a North- 
South summit aborted by 
the death of the North’s 
leader Kim Il-Sung. 

Newspapers said a 
response to the North 
would be made Monday 
through the same Red 
Cross hotline, but officials 
were unavailable for com- 
ment. 

Seoul last month said it 
was ready to help supply 
possibly as much as 

200.000 tonnes of nitrate 
fertilisers to help the 
famine-stricken North's 
crippled agricultural sys- 


tem during the crucial 
spring planting season. 

The North suggested the 
Beijing World Hotel as a 
convenient venue, but the 
newspapers here quoted 
government sources as say- 
ing the South favoured the 
truce village of 
Panmunjom on the frontier 
between the two Koreas. 

“It is good to see the 
North Korean offer, but at 
the same time we are suspi- 
cious ... but we have to take 
this opportunity to begin 
productive dialogue and 
exchanges.” the conserva- 
tive Chosun Ilbo said. 

The North's request came 
a day after a panel of U.S. 
experts said it estimated 
that at least one million 
North Koreans had died of 
hunger, and the request was 
seen as a possible signal of 
desperation in Pyongyang. 

The estimate by the New 
York-based Council on 
Foreign Relations was pub- 
lished by USA Today, 
which quoted the experts as 


saying they ranked the 
North’s famine in the same 
category as those in 
Somalia and Ethiopia. 

If it takes place, the meet- 
ing would appear to be a 
major plus for Mr. Kim's 
new North-South policy 
spelt out in a speech at 
London University's 
School of Oriental and 
African Studies Sunday. 

In the speech, Mr. Kim 
renewed his pledge to 
reject any “German-style” 
absorption of the North by 
the South, and a strict sep- 
aration of politics front 
economic contacts. 

Mr. Kim also placed pri- 
ority on uniting the mil- 
lions of family members 
divided by the 1950-53 
Korean War in what he 
called his "sunshine poli- 
cy.” 

He said he had already 
seen “signs of change” 
since his government took 
over, including 

Pyongyang's opening of 
North Korea’s airspace to 


international flights, and its 
roning down of denuncia- 
tions of the South. 

Since the war only one 
reunion has been held, 
involving a handful of fam- 
ily members, in 1985. 
Many have no idea whether 
relatives are alive or dead. 

But observers here 
warned against expecting 
too much, noting that time 
after time North-South 
overtures have broken 
down, as they did over 
food aid in 1995. The 
North refused to acknowl- 
edge that talks at that time, 
also in Beijing, were offi- 
cial. 

North Korea has said its 
supplies of food grains ran 
out completely in March. 
Seoul has pledged 50,000 
tonnes of food through 
U.N. channels, the South 
Korean Red Cross another 

50,000 tonnes, and Mr. 
Kim said Sunday: “I 

believe it will be necessary 
to provide further help in 
the future.” 


Warnings issued over 
upcoming Australian 
election on race issues 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
Australian opposition 
warned Sunday there would 
be no winners in a fast- 
approaching election to be 
fought over race issues, as a 
stalemate over Aboriginal 
land rights legislation per- 
sisted. 

“In terms of the nation we 
are all losers, the lot of us,” 
said the opposition’s 
Aboriginal affairs 

spokesman Daryl Melham. 

However, the deadlock 
looked unlikely to be 
resolved Sunday, with -Prime 
Minister John Howard say- 
ing he was not prepared to 
back down on what he sees 
as land rights reform. 

"We are prepared now to 
go to the Australian people 
and say ‘The bill in front of 
you at the moment is already 
a compromise and w'e will 
compromise no further" ” he 
told a Liberal Party meeting. 

But he dow-nplayed reports 
the ruling coalition of the 
Liberal and National "parties 
was gearing up for a snap 
poll as early as July. 

“If I were some of the 
newspaper commentators 1 
wouldn't get too excited 
about particular dates.” he 
said. 

However, it appeared 
inevitable that Mr. Howard’s 
threat to go to the polls if the 
upper house senate does not 
pass his ^and rights legisla- 
tion u'ould be carried out — 
probably before the end of 
the year. 

The conservative govern- 
ment needs the support of 
independent Senator Brian 
Harradine to push its bill 
through the upper house, 
where the Labour opposition 
and minor parties hold a 
small majority. 

Mr. Harradine is demand- 


ing changes from the gov- 
ernment to aspects of the bill 
in exchange for his deciding 
vote. 

But Mr. Melharu said Mr. 
Harradine should not be 
obliged to support the bill in 
order to avoid a race-based 
election that commentators 
agree could be damaging to 
Australia's multicultural 
society. 

“There's a moral force and 
a legal force that you should- 
n't let this bill through una- 
mended,” Mr. Melham said, 
adding uncertainties within 
the legislation would create 
a "lawyer's picnic" after- 
wards. 

Meanwhile. indigenous 
Australians Sunday unveiled 
a fund to finance a legal 
challenge to the govern- 
ment’s Wik legislation, as 
well as to promote reconcili- 
ation between black and 
white Australia. 

And in a sign that the sim- 
mering land rights debate is 
becoming increasingly 
charged, a spokesman for 
land rights negotiators. Peter 
Yu. said he agreed with an 
opposition jibe that Mr. 
How'ard was enjoying 
“bashing black fellas". 

“A lot of Aboriginal peo- 
ple would have similar senti- 
ments in regards to those 
comments because we 
haven't seen any sense of 
generosity or goodwill by 
the government towards 
Aboriginal people,” he said. 

Mr. Howard has demanded 
an apology from deputy 
opposition leader Gareth 
Evans who made the com- 
ment after the government 
won a court case against an 
Aboriginal tribe which had 
been seeking to protect a 
sacred site. 


Final countdown to North 
Ireland peace deal begins 


BELFAST (AFP) — The 
final countdown to 
Thursday’s deadline for a 
peace deal on Northern 
Ireland’s future begins 
now, with London and 
Dublin hoping to present 
a blueprint settlement to 
negotiators Monday. 

Despite crucial differ- 
ences remaining between 
republican and unionisr 
political leaders on the 
key issue of a north-south 
body linking Ulster and 
the Irish Republic, the 
British and Irish govern- 
ments are optimistic that 
a peace agreement will be 
signed on April 9. 

Britain’s Northern 
Ireland Secretary Mo 
Mowlam said she was 
certain that an agreement 
between all panics would 
be found by Thursday. 

"What I am sure about 
is that there will be a rel- 
evant piece of paper 
Thursday for the simple 
reason that the party lead- 
ers have shown the deter- 
mination and courage to 
get there." she told 
Britain's GMTV televi- 
sion. 

Saturday, the British 
and Irish Prime Ministers 
said they hoped that the 
two governments w*ould 
finalise a joint document 
mapping out a compro- 
mise framework for the 
proposed peace deal by 
the end of the weekend. 

This would allow' talks 
chairman, former U.S. 
senator George Mitchell, 
to present a draft of the 
final accord to negotiators 
at Stormont, outside 
Belfast, Monday. 

The parties. who 
remained in session over 
the weekend, would then 
continue to fine-tune this 
blueprint ready for 


Thursday. 

The goal is a deal to end 
a conflict which has 
claimed more than 3,200 
lives since 1969. when 
sectarian fighting erupted 
between the Protestant 
majority' and the large 
Catholic minority in the 
British province. 

Britain sent in its 
troops, and in 1972 
imposed direct rule on 
Ulster, which is divided 
between Protestant union- 
ists who want to retain 
British rule and Catholic 
nationalists whose ulti- 
.rnaie .goal is a. united 
Ireland. 

Armed conflict between 
Catholic paramilitaries, 
led by the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
and Protestant militias, 
has claimed hundreds of 
innocent lives, while 
British security forces 
have been repeatedly tar- 
geted by republican gun- 
men. 

Since this round of 
multi-party talks began 
last September, the two 
governments, co-sponsors 
of the peace process, have 
prodded and cajoled the 
politicians on both sides 
to strike an historic com- 
promise to end the 30 
years of violence. 

Mr. Blair and Mr. Ahem 
have held six meetings in 
the past week to iron out 
crucial differences. 

Sunday. Gerry Adams, 
leader of the Sinn Fein 
political wing of the IRA, 
and John Hume, head of 
the moderate Catholic 
nationalist SDLP party, 
were to hold separate 
meetings with Irish 
Premier Bertie Ahem in 
Dublin. 

Mr. Ahem also agreed 
to receive representatives 


of the Ulster Democratic 
Party (UDP). one of the 
two fringe Protestant par- 
ties with links to paramil- 
itaries. 

UDP leader Gary 
McMichael said he had 
requested the meeting to 
make clear to Mr. Ahem 
the limits of Protestant 
flexibility over the north- 
south issue. 

Protestant leaders are 
fiercely opposed to any 
moves which would give 
Dublin an element of 
direct rule over Northern 
Ireland and are thus intent 
on limiting the scope of 
the north-south body 
demanded by the 
Catholics. 

Under discussion are 
the pow-ers the proposed 
north-south body w'ouid 
have, whether it would be 
set up by legislation in 
Dublin and London, and 
its relationship with a 
semi-autonomous 
Northern Ireland assem- 
bly — the other main 
plank of the govern- 
ments’ proposals. 

Dublin is adamant that 
the cross-border struc- 
tures must be meaningful. 
It is anxious to persuade 
the IRA. believed by 
security' sources to be 
meeting this week to 
decide whether to extend 
their eight-month-old 
ceasefire, that the peace 
deal could form a step- 
ping-stone on the road to 
a united Ireland. 

If agreement is reached 
between the parties, the 
accord will be put to ref- 
erenda in both Northern 
Ireland and Ireland on 
May 22. 

Any major delay at 
these final crucial stages 
could throw the entire 
process off course. 


NATO prepares to put finishing touches to new Bosnia force 


BRUSSELS tAFP) — NATO 
is expected to put the finishing 
touches this week to its plans to 
keep a 30,000-strong peace- 
keeping force in Bosnia for an 
unlimited period. 

The 16 members of the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organistion (NATO) will 
begin talks Tuesday to discuss 
the arrangements for what will 
be the third NATO-led peace- 
keeping force in the Balkan 
republic since the end of 1 995. 

Wednesday, the NATO 
members will be joined by rep- 
resentatives of the additional 
countries that will proride 
troops for the force whose job 
it will be to police military 
compliance with Bosnia's 
Dayton peace accords. 

The new force will retain the 
current Stabilisation Force 
(SFOR) name and remain 
under U.S. command in the 
interests of economics. 
However, following general 
elections this Sepiemter. 
NATO hopes to reduce its con- 
tingents. 


An official familiar with the 
planning said the two days 
would be spent sifting through 
all the offers of troops from 
each country and working out 
who will get which command 
posts. 

As with the existing peace- 
keeping force, the new SFOR 
will be based around large 
forces from the United Stares. 
France, and Britain, which 
each control a third of the 
country, with other troops 
attached to (heir command 

However, U.S. forces will be 
reduced in size from 82500 to 

6,000 men. while the 
Ukrainian contingent will be 
boosted the Malaysian force 
will shrink and S00 Belgian 
soldiers will be added. 

U.S. intentions however to 
replace some of the soldiers 
with military police units has 
run into fierce opposition from 
France which had been lined 
up to command such a force. 

The brainchild of NATO’s 
Supreme Allied Commander 
in Europe. U.S. General 


Wesley Clarke, the idea is that 
with Bosnia's former waning 
armies safely in their barracks, 
the need for a fully fledged 
military force is reduced 
instead troops have increas- 
ingly found themselves caught 
up in incidents involving 
crowd control a role mere 
suited the argument goes, to 
that of a military police force. 

However, Trance and several 
other European states are wor- 
ried about having fewer sol- 
diers on the ground despite this 


trend towards a more civilian 
role for the SFOR. 

On the other hand Italy, 
whose Carabinieri military 
police will form the backbone 
of any NATO police force, has 
said it is ready to support the 
programme. Italian forces will 
be supplemented by 
Argentinean military police 
and maybe the Spanish. 

Another development will 
be more diversity in SFOR 
command At ihe suggestion of 
the Europeans, a major part of 


the European Corps based in 
Strasbourg will be deployed in 
Bosnia 

There will also be a symbol- 
ic representation of the head- 
quarters of the so-called 
Euroforce. 

Made up of troops from 
Italy, France, Spain and 
Portugal. Euroforce was creat- 
ed in 1995 specifically for 
humanitarian missions and 
peacekeeping under -the aegis 
of the Western European 
Union. 
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Light at end of tunnel 

THE KIND of military operations that the 
Algerian authorities have been conducting 
lately against suspected militants accused of 
perpetrating the barbaric atrocities against 
innocent Algerians suggest that the govern- 
ment is finally serious about combating 
these crimes. In the last two weeks, the 
Algerian army and air force have killed 
about 200 militants in the west of the coun- 
try, where most of the carnage has taken 
place. While these military operations may 
not soon succeed in decimating the extrem- 
ists who have waged the war of terror 
against the people of Algeria, they neverthe- 
less signal resolve by that government, 
which has promised to end the tide of terror. 

Why did it, however, take the government 
so long to commission the necessary mili- 
tary action against bandits who stole inno- 
cent lives for the past three or four years? 
The silence of the government until now and 
the lack of effective measures taken to pro- 
tect the people have led to all sorts of specu- 
lation. The government was put in an 
uncomfortable position when it came under 
pressure to allow an international investi- 
gation. 

But at last the government is spearheading 
a military campaign to root out the rein of 
terror which has afflicted the country for 
much too long. What is now needed is the 
apprehension of some members of these 
groups who have terrorised the country in 
order to put them on public trials. The full 
truth about these criminals, whoever they 
are, cannot be disclosed until there are open 
trials, during which Algerians and non- 
Algerians alike can begin to comprehend 
the strange things that have been occurring 
in their midst for such a long time. 
Meanwhile, a reconciliation process should 
start in earnest. The government, political 
parties, the opposition and Islamists need to 
start probing, assessing and evaluating the 
calamities of the past eight years in order to 
put the country back on the track of peace, 
democracy and development A great deal 
of destruction has befallen the country in 
this past decade and so many opportunities 
have been missed, it is now high time to 
restore Algeria's past dream. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Fahed Fanek called on the Arab countries to 
acquire nuclear weapons to ensure their security against 
any Israeli aggression and to deter Israel from threaten- 
ing the Arab nation's interests. It is no secret that Israel 
possesses 200 nuclear bombs and long-range missiles 
that can hit any Arab capital thanks to U.S. support of 
the Jewish state. Dr. Fanek said. He said since the Arabs 
are in no position to form a united front to confront 
Israel and secure the liberation of their occupied terri- 
tories then at least they can acquire nuclear weapons 
with which to deter Israel from committing further 
aggression on them and so guarantee security for the 
Arab Nation. We have to remember that it was the 
Soviet Union's nuclear weapons that prevented the U.S. 
from launching a war on’ the Soviet bloc throughout the 
decades-long cold war. he said. He added that if the 
.Arabs acquire nuciear weapons they will most probably 
not use them but at least these weapons can serve as a 
deterrent to Israel. The other alternative that can secure 
peace, according to Dr. Fanek. is the creation of a 
nuclear free zone in the Middle East with neither side 
possessing these weapons of mass destruction. 

AI Dustour's Oreib Rintawi said Sunday that Jordan 
needs a modern election law to take it into the 21st cen- 
tury' with all public sectors represented in Parliament 
and with political pluralism functioning in the interest 
of the nation. Now that the government has submitted a 
draft election law to Parliament, the door should be 
open wide for a nationw ide dialogue and debate about 
the best and most suitable law for the public, he said. 
Saying the absence of women from Parliament was an 
injustice, the writer said it was shameful indeed not to 
see women candidates winning seats in the Lower 
House and it is most unacceptable to hear the govern- 
ment rejecting the idea of a women's quota in Parlia- 
ment. The writer asked, if the society's traditions do not 
help women to be elected how can women's participa- 
tion take place. Is it good for the image of Jordan inter- 
nally and externally to exclude women from democrat- 
ic representation, he also asked. Rimawi said the new 
law should also take into consideration fair representa- 
tion of Jordanians of Palestinian origin if the democra- 
tic process is to proceed in the right direction. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Choosing not to privatise 


EVEN THOUGH privatisation was 
considered a possible policy choice 
in 1985 — long before the econom- 
ic crisis of 1988 and the devaluation 
of the dinar— many still ponder the 
soundness of this strategy. 

But the debate should shift to the 
upshot of non-privatisation. What 
consequences would emerge with 
the alternative, the non-privatisation 
choice? If we do not privatise, and 
still opt to upgrade the quality of our 

public services, we must borrow 
S500 million to finance the face-lift 
and expansion of the Jordan 
Telecommunications Co. We 
should, also, borrow another $500 
million to finance the proposed 
electric power generation station to 
satisfy the expected demand at the 
turn of the century. And, we must 
borrow another $650 million for 
water networks. (Note that Royal 
Jordanian, the national air carrier, is 
kept outside this portfolio argument 
because it would be almost impossi- 
ble to sell a portion of it without 
bearing its huge debt of S700 mil- 
lion.) In other words, the public debt 
should increase immediately by 
S1.6 billion: thus the debt would rise 
to more than S 8 billion. 

As a result of this non-privatisa- 
tion choice, the debt burden per 
Jordanian participating in the labour 
force would rise by $1,600. 
Additionally, the debt service bur- 
den per worker would increase by 
S0.52 per day. This is not a small 


fee. particularly when viewed rela- 
tive to domestic income and spend- 
ing and saving patterns. In fact, this 
is equivalent to a national disaster 
that will benefit no one. 

Under this scenario the debate 
over what to do with the 
Generations Fund (revenues derived 
from privatisation) would subside or 
simply become moot because what 
the generations will inherit will be 
the "Generations Debt.” Debt 
would replace revenues and the debt 
burden would be shifted from this 
generation, which would be unable 
to pay it. to the next generation. 

As far as profitability is concerned 
these establishments would see a 
repeat of 1970-80 when Jordanian 
debt increased bv 370# to 2019c of 
GNP or 190<7r of GDP. 
Coincidentally, the profitability of 
these establishments averaged under 
29t — a rate that was much lower 
than the cost of debt paid by the 
government to finance these 
schemes. 

Nothing prevents history' from 
harmonising with the past, if not to 
repeal itself. One need not be con- 
cerned over the choice of a strategic 
investor. As the decision to sell 
Jordanian shares is stalled further, in 
fear of one proviso or an other, buy- 
ers will have gone elsewhere and 
approached other countries for 
stocks that are just as lucrative as 
ours, if not more so due to market 
size. Meanwhile. Jordan would 


have lost one opportunity after 
another to reach efficient agree- 
ments with foreign investors to pur- 
chase technology at an affordable 
and sustainable price. 

Foreign direct investment would 
not come to Jordan, it would seek 
other countries like Egypt, which 
received USS 740 million in foreign 
direct investment in 19 96 because of 
its aggressive and serious privatisa- 
tion drive. 

One must always remember that 
nations ore competing for foreign 
investment; it does not come knock- 
ing on anybody’s door a second 
time. Another direct result of the no- 
sell scenario is the growth of gov- 
ernment beyond any imaginable 
threshold and a blow to the private 
sector. 

At stake, is the loss of privatisa- 
tion as a tool for creating less gov- 
ernment (destroying nepotism and 
wasta or "whom you know”): and 
more private sector in larger markets 
instead of a small, weak monopolis- 
tic private sector that thrives on little 
or no competition. This generation 
may be free to choose; however, it is 
not free to make the wrong choice. 
Future generations may not be as 
forgiving toward this generation as 
it was of previous ones. 
Privatisation should be the immedi- 
ate choice. Let us not wait too long. 



Beware the invaders from Mars 


By G wynne Dyer 

IT IS exactly one hundred 
years since the Martians 
destroyed the street I live 
in. 

It’s still there, of course, 
because they only did it in 
H.G. Wells' great novel 
‘The War of the Worlds.' He 
was the first writer ever to 
imagine an invasion from 
space, and his story is the 
prototype for almost ail the 
others that have followed, 
down to ‘Independence 
Day' and ‘Mars Attacks' in 
the past few years. It is also 
the best, because it is not 
just a tale but also an alle- 
gory. 

The reason my part of 
London got hit so hard was 
that Wells was actually liv- 
ing in Camden Town when 
he wrote the book, having 
left his wife and moved into 
Mornington Terrace with 
one of his students. So he 
put the Martians* last and 
biggest fortress right on top 
of Primrose Hill. 'overlook- 
ing his house and mine, in 
that deliberate mingling of 
the domestic and 'the 
unthinkable that gave the 
book such power when it 
burst upon the complacent 
world of Victorian Britain 
in 1898. 

It's hard to imagine now 
just how smug and confi- 
dent that world was. Britain 
was the world’s greatest 
and richest power, ruling 
over a quarter of the plan- 
et’s people, and London 
was the world's biggest 
city. Science and industry 
were unalloyed forces for 
good, and ‘Progress' was 
usually written with a capi- 
tal lener. 

It was the best of all pos- 
sible worlds — unless, of 
course, you lived in the 
four-fifths of the world that 
was ruled by inscrutable 
foreigners with unstoppable 


killing machines. And that 
was Wells' secret agenda: at 
the height and the heart of 
the British empire, he was a 
devout anti-imperialist. 

At one level. ‘The War of 
the Worlds' is just a techno- 
horror story. The invading 
Martians, who are as alien 
and repulsive as Wells 
could make them, have 
death -dealing heat-rays, 
poison-gas projectors, air- 
craft. and huge metal 'fight- 
ing machines' that were 
unheard of in the late 19th 
century ( though the> are 
familiar enough now). 
British military resistance 
crumples on the first day. 

But at another level, the 
story is a harshly moral 
tale, in which the tidy hous- 
es and orderly lives of the 
ordinary people of England 
are tom apart and smashed 
by huge and horrible forces 
that pay no respect whatev- 
er to their humanity. They 
are simply vermin to be 
eliminated — or ultimately, 
as it turns out. cattle to be 
reared and consumed by the 
Martians. 

It was this ruthless nega- 
tion of the whole elaborate 
structure of British self- 
importance that made the 
novel so shocking, and such 
an instant best-seller, with 
Wells' original Victorian 
audience. No. he said, you 
are not exceptions: terrible 
things can happen to you. 
too.~ And he nibbed the 
point in with loving detail 
in describing the destruc- 
tion of various districts 
round London, well-known 
streets, even individual 
houses and shops. 

It was meant to frighten, 
and it did — particularly 
because the late Victorians, 
unlike ourselves, could not 
be sure that such a calamity 
would always remain a fic- 
tion. They knew just 
enoueh about the universe 


to realise that life was theo- 
retically possible on other 
planets, and not enough to 
know that Mars was a very 
unlikely candidate. 

But Wells' purpose in 
writing the book was not 
just to frighten the British 
public. It was to give them a 
taste of how it feels to be 
the losers, overwhelmed 
and destroyed by pitiless 
forces so powerful and 
alien that you scarcely 
understand them. The way 
the Tasmanians must have 
felL for example. 

Wells gives the game 
away early in the book: 
"Before we judge (the 
Martians) too harshly, w-e 
must remember the ruthless 
and utter destruction our 
own species has 
wrought...upon its inferior 
races. The Tasmanians, in 
spile of their human like- 
ness. were entirely swept 
out of existence in a war of 
extermination waged by 
European immigrants, in 
the space of fifty years. Are 
we such apostles of merey 
as to complain if the 
Martians warred in the 
same spirit?” 

The Tasmanian aborigines 
must have been as astound- 
ed by the arrival of British 
settlers and their horses and 
guns in 1830 as Wells' 
British were by the 
Martians. Bur they didn’t 
stay astounded long: by 
1879, not a single one was 
left alive. .And Michael 
Foot. Wells’ biographer, 
suggests that it was hearing 
the story of the Tasmanians 
from his brother Frank that 
first put Wells in mind to 
write a story in which the 
British, and the whole 
“civilised” world, falls vic- 
tim to an equally terrible 
fate. 

Except that it doesn't. 
Wells had to make a living 
from his writing, so in the 


end he lets the human race 
off the hook: the Martian 
invaders all die, not from 
anything the British have 
done, but from the earthly 
microbes against which 
their immune systems offer 
no defence. It's not exactly 
a happy ending — millions 
are dead, and London is 
wrecked — but it isn't the 
end of the world. 

That much is common to 
every retelling of the story 
for the past hundred years: 
the aliens never win. They 
may be clever enough to 
cross the vast emptiness of 
space to get here, but once 
here they are no match for 
good old British/Ameri- 
can/Japanese ingenuity. 

In the most embarrassing 
knock-offs, like ‘Indepen- 
dence Day,' the invasion 
from space just becomes 
another excuse to wave the 
American flag. Even Orson 
Welles' famous radio adap- 
tation of the original novel 
in 1938. relocated to New 
Jersey, settled for mere ter- 
ror (thousands fled their 
homes while the pro- 
gramme was on the air) and 
avoided allegory. 

But Herbert George Wells 
was a more serious man. He 
only wrote two more novels 
after ‘War of the Worlds.’ 
and then turned to educat- 
ing mankind more directly 
with his massive, best-sell- 
ing ‘Outline of History.' He 
died in 1946. one year after 
the Hiroshima bomb, of 
which he observed: 
“Reality has taken a leaf 
from my book and set itself 
to supercede me.” 

By which time everybody 
had already forgotten that 
the British in his book were 
actually ‘natives.* And the 
Martians? They were the 
British. 


Human 





Jordanian-lsraeli treaty: 
The best gift to the 
Paiestinian people 


By Dr. W.M. Sadi 


8 INCH THE demographic factor constitutes the one 
StowSn side holds m its negotjamig 
Sy with Israel, the Jordanian-Israeh peace &eaty 
tomes the most effective guarantee that this card wrll 
“ver be neutralised by Israel - not m the shoitnor long 
term. On the basis of the latest cerKus conducted by the 
Palestinian side, there are some 2.S milUon Mermans 
Irvin- in the West Bank and Gaza Strip including, of 
course, some 200,000 Palestinians who continue to make 
East Jerusalem their homeland. If we add to these fig- 
ures the 1 million Arab Israelis living in the Galilee we 
then have some 4 million Arabs living on the soils of 
Israel, the West Bank and Gaza Strip. This population is 
projected to expand at the rate of 3.8 per cent per annum. 
Simple arithmetic shows that in ten years the Palestinian 
population in the Palestinian territories alone would 
increase by another one million. Unless of course the 
Palestinian are “driven” away by direct or indirect ways. 

This is where the Jordanian-lsraeli peace treaty 
assumes critical dimension and constitutes the principal 
insurance policy that was magnanimously delivered by 
Jordan to the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) to 
frustrate any Israeli plan to expel the Palestinian people 
by force or otherwise. In feet, in deference to the letter 
and spirit of the treaty, Israel is not supposed to resort to 
even indirect means including economic measures to 
encourage the outflow of Palestinians to Jordan. 

This gift from Jordan to the Palestinian side stands to 
be better recognised and appreciated in the years to 
come. Even wooing hardline Israeli Minister of 
Infrastructure Ariel Sharon appears to be in the long term 
interest of not only Jordan but also the Palestinians who 
must continue to base their bargaining stance on the 
increasing volume of the demographic dimension. The 
sooner the circle of peace treaties is completed the 
greater would be the protection accorded to the 
Palestinians against forcible expulsions from their home- 
land. 

As long as the Palestinian people can be persuaded to 
stay put on their soil, Israel will be forced to reckon and 
deal with them as equal partners and give them the 
option of either establishing their own state in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip or be integrated into Israel in which 
case there can be no escape from creating a binational 
state where Israel and the PNA are now situated. 

To be sure, there are forces within the Israeli establish- 
ment the likes of Sharon who are busy contemplating all 
sorts of ways ro Judaise noi only the Galilee but also the 
Negev by applying restrictions on the acquisition of real 
estate by the Arab population. Still there are limits to 
how far and how much these elements can go in their 
determined effort to treat Arab Israelis as second class 
citizens. Israel happens to be a state party to several 
international human rights treaties which are legally 
binding on the country. This fact is most fortunate to toe 
Arab Israelis as well as toe Palestinian people residing in 
toe Palestinian areas. Under these human rights instru- 
ments, Israel may not pursue any discriminatory legisla- 
tion or practices against toe Arab population or toe 
Palestinian people. Once toe Arab population and the 
Palestinians become increasingly aware of their civil, 
political, economic and cultural rights, there is no way 
Sharon and like-minded Israelis can persevere and suc- 
ceed in toeir attempts to root out Arab Israelis from cen- 
tres of political and economic power. 

Most of the current discriminatory practices and laws 
in Israel will be struck down sooner or later under toe 
pressure of these legally binding human rights conven- 
tions. Israeli courts will have to deal with these human 
rights issues head on sooner than later and any attempt to 
bury their heads in toe sand by bypassing legally binding 
international norms is certain to backfire. There 'will 
come a day when Arab Israelis will enjoy the same ri, 
as the Jewish Israelis be they political or economic. 

Israel is now doing is swimming against the strong cur- 
rents of civil rights movements. The ultimate solution of 
the Israeli-Palesiinian conflict lies squarely in binding 
international human rights. As sure as toe aight follows 
toe day, Israelis and Palestinians will sooner than later 
live side-by-side peacefully and productively in light of 
human rights that offer toe one and only framework for 
toe elusive final settlement for toeir disputes. 


LETTERS 




Don’t look the other way 

To the editor; 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Jordan Times staff reporter 
Rana Husseini for her courage and conscience in expos- 
ing toe problem of honour crimes in Jordan. 

The government should reevaluate toe penalties (or 
lack, thereof) involved in such repulsive crimes, and 
sentence the barbarian perpetrators to immediate death, 
just as they have sentenced their deceased victims. 
When a male, by virtue of his gender alone, can get 
away with such a hideous act and make himself jury- 
judge and executioner under toe pretext of “preserving 
family honour.” what honour is this? Is it honourable to 
ave a killer in toe family? And if a male is suspected of 
committing an immoral act, is he scrutinised, frowned 
upon, or held accountable in any serious way? Does he 
have to fear for his life? Of course hol He would prob- 
ably just blame a woman for “seducing him,” and here 
we go again. 

As long as Jordanian citizens look the other way each 
tune these heinous acts are committed, it seems to me 
that maybe toe ancient tradition of burying infant 
females in toe sand might not be such a bad idea. 

Someone must speak out for these souls who never 
had toe chance to speak for themselves, and take real 
action. Since men seem to be toe only gender respected 
in this country, n should obviously be a man who takes 
^ With to this problem. 
e ^ ge the Jor danian government to rise up to this 
411(1 act widl “tegrity that I trust 
is within toe hearts of the Jordanian citiins. 

Cynthia Johnson Qardan 
Amman 
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New wave of U.S. immigrants 
tests a national tenet 


By William Booth 

WASHINGTON — At tile 
beginning of this century, 
as steamers poured into 
American ports, their steer- 
ages rilled with European 
immigrants, a Jew from 
England named Israel 
Zangwill penned a play 
whose story line has long 
been forgotten but whose 
central theme has not His 
production was entitled 
“The Melting Pot" and its 
message still holds a 
tremendous power on the 
national imagination: the 
promise that all immigrants 
can be transformed" into 
Americans, a new alloy 
forged in a crucible of 
democracy, freedom and 
civic responsibility. 

In 1908, when the play 
opened in Washington, the 
United States was in the 
middle of absorbing the 
largest influx of immigrants 
in its history — Irish and 
Germans, followed by Ital- 
ians and East Europeans, 
Roman Catholics and Jews 

— some 1 8 million new cit- 
izens between 1890 and 
1920. 

Today the United States is 
experiencing its second 
great wave of immigration, 
a movement of people that 
has profound implications 
for a society that by tradi- 
tion pays homage to its 
immigrant roots at the same 
time it confronts complex 
and deeply ingrained ethnic 
and racial divisions. 

The immigrants of today 
come not from Europe but 
overwhelmingly from the 
still-developing world of 
Asia and Latin America. 
They are driving a demo- 
graphic shift so rapid that 
within the lifetimes of 
today’s teenagers, no one 
ethnic group — including 
whites of European descent 

— will comprise a majority 
of the population. 

This shift, according to 
social historians, demogra- 
phers and others studying 
Uptrends, wUlseyereLy test, 
the premise of the fabled 
melting pot — the idea, so 
central to national identity, 
that the United States can 
transform people of every 
colour and background into 
“one America.” Just as pos- 
sible, they say, the Dation 
may fracture into many sep- 
arate, disconnected com- 
munities with no shared 
sense of commonality or 
purpose. Or it may evolve 
into something in between, 
a pluralistic society that 
will hold on to some core 
ideas about citizenship and 
capitalism but with little 
meaningful interaction 
among groups. 

The demographic changes 
raise other questions about 
political and economic 
power. Will that power, 
now held disproportionate- 
ly by whites, be shared in 
the new America? What 
will happen when Hispan- 
ics overtake blacks as the 
nation’s single largest 
minority? 

“I do not think that most 
Americans really under- 
stand the historic changes 
happening before their very 
eyes,” said Peter Salins, an 
immigration scholar who is 
provost of the State Univer- 
sities of New York. “What 
are we going to become? 
Who are we? How do the 
newcomers fit in? And how 
do the natives handle it? 
This is the great unknown.” 
Fear of strangers of 
course, is nothing new in 
American history. The last 
great imm igration wave 
produced a bitter backlash, 
epitomised by the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882 and 
the return, in the 1920s, of 
the Ku Klux Klan, which 
targeted not only blacks but 
immigrants as well. 

Despite this strife, many 
historians argue that there 
was a greater consensus in 
the past on what it meant to 
be an American, a yearning 
for a common language and 
culture, and a desire — 
encouraged if not coerced 
by members of the domi- 
nant white Protestant cul- 
ture — to assimilate. 

Today, they say, there is 
more emphasis on preserv- 
ing one’s ethnic identity, of 
finding ways to highlight 
and define one's cultural 
roots. 

Mote often than noL the 


neighbourhoods where 
Americans live, the politi- 
cians and propositions they 
vote for. the cultures they 
immerse themselves in, the 
friends and spouses they 
have, the churches and 
schools they attend and the 
way they view themselves 
are defined by ethnicity. 
The question is whether, in 
the midst of such change, 
there is also enough glue to 
hold Americans together. 
“As we become more and 

“ - . you witness 
this persistence 
of segregation, 
the 

fragmentation, 
all these fights 
over resources, 
this 

finger-pointing . 
You would have 
to be blind not 
to see it" 


more diverse, there is all 
this potential to make that 
reality work for us,” said 
Angela Oh, a Korean- 
American activist who 
emerged as a powerful 
voice for Asian immigrants 
after the Los Angeles riots 
in 1992. “But yet you wit- 
ness this persistence of seg- 
regation, the fragmentation, 
all these fights over 
resources, this finger- point- 
ing. You would have to be 
blind not to see it” 

It is a phenomenon some- 
times difficult to measure 
but easy to observe. In high 
school cafeterias, the sec- 
ond- and third-generation 
children of immigrants 
clump together in cliques 
defined by where their par- 
ents or grandparents were 
born. At the law school of 
the. University ofCalifotnia 
at Los Angeles, which has 
about 1,000 students, there 
are separate student associ- 
ations for blacks. Latinos 
and Asians, each with its 
own law review journal. 

It almost goes without 
saying that the new arrivals 
are a source of vitality and 
energy, especially in the big 
cities to which many are 
attracted- Diversity, almost 
everyone agrees, is good, 
choice is good and expo- 
sure to different cultures 
and ideals is good. 

But many scholars worry 
about the loss of communi- 
ty and shared sense of real- 
ity among Americans — 
what Todd Gitlin, professor 
of culture and communica- 
tions at New York Universi- 
ty, calls “the twilight of 
common dreams.” 

The concern is echoed by _ 
many on both the left and ' 
right, and of all ethnicities, 
but no one seems to know 
exactly what to do about it 
Researchers already 
speak of a new “demo- 
graphic Balkanisation,” not 
only of residential segrega- 
tion, forced or chosen, but 
also a preference to see our- 
selves through a racial 
prism. 

The demographic shifts 
are smudging the old lines 
demarcating the historical 
and often distinct societies 
of black and white. 

Whites account for 74 per 
cent of the population, 
blacks 12 per cent, Hispan- ’ 
ics 10 per cent and Asians 3 
per cent. According to data 
and predictions generated 
by the Census Bureau and 
social scientists, Hispanics 
will likely surpass blacks 
early in the next century. 
By 2050, demographers say 
Hispanics will account for 
25 per cent of the popula- 
tion, blacks 14 per cent and 
Asians 8 per cent, with 
whites around 53 per cent. 

As early as next year, 
whites no longer will be the 
majority in California; in 
Hawaii and New Mexico 
this is already the case. 
Soon after, Nevada, Texas, 
Maryland and New Jersey 
are likely to become 
“majority minority” states, 
entities where no one ethnic 
group is the majority. 

The overwhelming major- 
ity of immigrants come 
from Asia and Larin Ameri- 


ca — Mexico, the Central 
American countries, the 
Philippines, Korea and 
Southeast Asia. 

Congress triggered this 
transformation in 1 965 
when it made family reuni- 
fication the primary criteria 
for admittance under immi- 
gration law. That policy, a 
response to charges that the 
law favoured white Euro- 
peans, allowed immigrants 
already in the country to 
bring over relatives, who in 
turn could bring over more 
relatives. 

As a result, the country 
has been absorbing as many 
as one million newcomers a 
year, to the point that 
almost 1 in 10 residents is 
foreign-bom. 

The intake, relative to the 
overall population, was 
slightly higher at the begin- 
ning of the century, but the 
current immigration wave 
is in many ways very differ- 
ent, and its context inex- 
orably altered, from the last 
great wave. 

This time around tensions 
are sharpened by the chang- 
ing profile of those who are 
entering the nation. Not 
only are their racial and eth- 
nic backgrounds more var- 
ied but their place in a mod- 
em postindustrial economy 
has also been recast. 

The newly arrived can be 
roughly divided into those 
wim college degrees and 
highly specialised skills 
and those with almost no 
education or job training. 
Some 12 per cent of immi- 
grants have graduate 
degrees, compared with 8 
per cent of native Ameri- 
cans. But more than one- 
third of the immigrants 
have no high school diplo- 
ma, double the rate for 
those bom in the United 
States. 

About 6 per cent of new 
arrivals receive some form 
of welfare, double the rate 
, for U.S.-born citizens. 

With large numbers of 
immigrants arriving from 
Latin America and segre- 
gating in barrios, there is 
also evidence of lingering 
language problems. In 
Miami, three-quarters of 
residents speak a language 
other than English at home 
and 67 per cent of those say 
they are not fluent in Eng- 
lish. In New York City, 4 of 
every 10 residents speak a 
language other than English 
at home and of these, half , 
say they do not speak Eng- ; 
lish well. 

It is clear that not all of 
America is experiencing the 
impact of immigration 
equally. Although even 
small Midwestern cities 
have seen sharp changes in 
their racial and ethnic mix 
in the past two decades, 
most immigrants continue 
to cluster into a handful of 
large: mostly coastal metro- • 
politan areas: Los Angeles, 
New York, San Francisco. 
Chicago. Miami. Washing- 
ton and Houston. They are 
home to more than a quarter 
of the total U.S. population 
and more than 60 per cent 
of all foreign-bom resi- 
dents. 

But as the immigrants 
arrive, many U.S.-born citi- 
zens pour out of these cities 
to more homogeneous 
locales. New York and Los 
Angeles each lost more 
than 1 million native-born 
residents between 1990 and 
1995,' even as tbeir popula- 
tions increased by roughly 
the same numbers with 
immi grants. 

To oversimplify, said Will 
Frey, a LTniversity of Michi- 
gan demogapher, “For 
every Mexican who comes 
to Los Angeles, a white 
native-born leaves.” 

Most of the people leav- 
ing the big cities are white, 
and they tend to be working 
class. Ths is a new kind of 
“white flight." whereby 
whites are not just fleeing 
the city centres for the sub- 
urbs but also leaving the 
region and often the state. 

“The Ozzies and Harriets 
of the 1990s are skipping 
the suburbs of the big cities 
and moving to more homo- 
geneous. mostly white 
smaller towns and smaller 
cities and rural areas ” Mr. 
Frey said. 

— Washington Post 


Arab Americans, beleaguered 

but fighting back 


By Andrea Shalal-Esa 
Reuters 

WASHINGTON — The latest crisis with 
Iraq and rising hate crimes and other dis- 
crimination directed against Arab Ameri- 
cans are helping unite the diverse and often 
fragmented U.S. ethnic minority communi- 
ty. 

Throughout the United States, the recent 
standoff with Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. which once again brought the United 
States to the brink of military action, has 
proven a rallying point for Americans of 
Arab origin. 

“The latest crisis was a really important 
episode where Arab Americans "were fairly 
vocal, along with peace groups, church 
groups and other groups opposed to bomb- 
ing.” said Sam Husseini of the American- 
Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee. 

There are an estimated three to five mil- 
lion Arab Americans including prominent 
entertainers, business and government lead- 
ers such as actress Mario" Thom as. Health 
Secretary Donna Shalala and Ray Irani, 
chairman of Occidental Petroleum Corp. 

But there is no separate U.S. census cate- 
gory for Arab Americans and they are clas- 
sified as “white” or “other.” which means 
the FBI does not catalogue hate crimes 
committed against them and it underrepons 
hate crimes committed against Muslims, 
who are listed as a separate category. 

For instance, in 1995 the Council on 
American Islamic Relations reported more 
than 200 anti-Muslim hate crimes, but the 
FBI registered only 29 incidents. ADC said. 

New technologies help unite 
disparate community 

New technologies are helping unify the 
voices of Arab Americans, linking individu- 
als in towns and cities across the United 
States to create a larger, more powerful 
community. Using e-mail and Internet web 
sites, groups like ADC helped rally opposi- 
tion to U.S. military strikes against Iraq. 

“They were getting action alerts from us 
in a timely manner, and that meant they did- 
n't feel so isolated,” ADC’s Husseini said. 
“Seeing press releases, action alerts online 
gives them a sense of connectedness.” 

Khalil Jahshan. president of the National 
Association of Arab Americans, says the 
Internet has helped his group reach out to a 
new generation of potential activists as well 
as spreading the vgord-far beyond its tradi- 
tional constituency. 

He said 80 per cent of new’ members are 
students — constituents reached mainly via 
e-mail or the Internet. He also noted that 
there had been a dramatic increase in the 
availability of U.S. Arab media outlets, with 
radio and television programmes beamed to 


people around the country. 

Hikmat Beaini. who came to the United 
States from Lebanon in the 1 980s, estab- 
lished Al Nashra. a nationwide Arab Ameri- 
can newspaper, in 1991. and has published a 
nationwide directory of Arab American 
businesses and organisations since 1994. 

He also hosts a weekly radio show on 
ANA Arabic radio linking employers with 
prospective employees on the air. Such 
broadcasts, he said, are “playing a great role 
in making Arab Americans feef like a com- 
munity.” 

“Arabs are dehumanised” in media por- 
trayals scholars such as Georgetown Uni- 
versity Professor John Esposito have writ- 
ten of the increasing demonisation of Islam 
in the United States since the end of the 
cold war and the loss of worldwide commu- 
nism as a common enemy. 

Underscoring the trend has been a rash of 
negative portrayals of Arabs in the media, 
prompting boycotts and protests against 
media conglomerates such as Disney, whose 
film "Aladdin” drew a lot of heat from the 
Arab community. 

“Arabs are dehumanised, they are seen as 

... in 1995 the Council 
on American Islamic 
Relations reported more 
than 200 anti-Muslim 
hate crimes, but the FBI 
registered only 29 
incidents — ADC 


violent irrational terrorists always on the 
lookout for murder and bombing outrages,” 
wTore Columbia University Professor 
Edward Said in an essay published in AI 
Hayat magazine in December. 

As if to underscore the point, an Islamic 
star and crescent — placed alongside the 
national Christmas tree and a national 
Hanukkah menorah on the capital mall for 
the first time in 1997 — were desecrated 
with a swastika and had to be replaced. 

President Bill Clinton condemned the van- 
dalism as “the embodiment of intolerance 
that strikes at the heart of what it means to 
be an American.” For many Arab Ameri- 
cans, it was a grim reminder, in the words of 
ADC President Hala Maksoud. “that there 
are still people who cannot reconcile Tb.erur--* 
selves to the fact that Muslims are pan of 
the great American mosaic." 

In fact, there are many more Muslims in 
America than Arabs, and many Arab Ameri- 
cans are Christian or profess other faiths. 


But being Muslim and being Arab are often 
portrayed in the media as synonymous, and 
Arab Americans tend to experience a surge 
in hate crimes and discrimination after 
events like the 1995 Oklahoma City bomb- 
ing and 1996 crash of TWA Flight 800. 

“People are so narrow,” says Arab Ameri- 
can anti-Islamic sentiment also flared when 
a few citizens in Virginia’s Loudoun Coun- 
ty near Washington tried unsuccessfully to 
block construction of a S50 million Saudi- 
sponsored Islamic school by suggesting it 
could draw in Muslim extremists. 

Ghida Askari. a American citizen who was 
born in Iraq, works in Loudoun County and 
said she was appalled by the nasty tone of 
the debate about the school. “It upset me for 
a while, and then I just stopped reading 
because I realised that these people are so 
narrow.” she said.*- 

Askari, who has two children aged 11 and 
15. says she is troubled by the demonisation 
in the U.S. media of the Iraqi people and the 
lack of differentiation between the brutal 
regime of President Saddam Hussein and 

’ his people. 

The trouble with the U.S. media, she said, 
is that “everything has to be seen in terms 
of black and white — not in terms of gray, 
which reality usually is. Everything has to 
be taken to its common denominator and 
simplified to such an extent that the truth is 
no longer there.” 

But across the country Arab Americans are 
organising and fighting back against what 
Columbus. Ohio, activist Andy Amid calls 
media accounts ihq,i are “almost devoid of 
any balance.” 

Amid, an American with Arab ancestry, 
takes issue with negative portrayals of 
Arabs in the media, saying. “Arabs — 
they're almost all bad guys. You see this 
day after day and it’s very insidious. People 
have come to believe it.” 

Yet he is finding that once he and other 
activists point out distortions and problems 
ro local media organisations, they generally 
work harder at avoiding biased reporting. 

James Zogby, president of the Arab-Amer- 
icau Institute, says Arab Americans have 
come a long way in the past two decades. 

There are now some 200 Arab American 
professional and political organisations 
around the country, and politicians are start- 
ing to take note. Zogby and others were 
invited to participate in a recent White 
House conference on racism, and they regu- 
larly meet with high-ranking government 
officials. 

I “We now exist as a political factor.- And 
that wasn't the case before’” Zogby told 
Reuters in an interview. “There’s a tenden- 
cy to view the glass as half empty or half 
full but there was a point not that long ago 
where we didn’t have a glass.” 


Chicago loft holds cache 
of Arabian culture 


By Jon Anderson 

CHICAGO — In a land of old warehouses, 
hamburger stands and coffee shops south of 
the Loop, there rests, temporarily, one of the 
world’s best collections of the “material cul- 
ture” of the Arabian Peninsula, 

That, translated from museum talk, means 
everyday stuff, the home inventory' of a people 
on the move, facing demanding realities of life 
in the vast deserts of the Arabian interior, a 
place of blinding winds, sandstorms, blazing 
summer days and frosty winter nights. 

Stored in Chicago by a daughter of the late 
King Faisal of Saudi Arabia, the cache 
includes 10.000 items, most of it neatly 
packed in metal cabinets — tents, rugs, camel 
gear, robes, veils, jewelry, weapons, pots, bas- 
ketry, books, rare maps and “desen tooth- 
picks,” a straight twig sharpened to provide a 
rudimentary form of daily flossing. 

“Basically, there is no other collection on 
this scale in the world.” said Virginia Heaven, 
a former staffer at the Chicago Historical Soci- 
ety, now curator of the Haifa Faisal Collection 
of Saudi Arabian Traditional Arts. 

Other experts agree with the assessment. 

“This is a very valuable resource,” noted 
John Woods, a University of Chicago history 
professor with an interest in the Middle East. 
“Increasingly, people are going to study these 
things, to understand ways of life that are 
passing out of existence," he said in a phone 
interview. “Their having the foresight to pull 
this together is very important.” 

It has become, in a small circle of people 
who track the city’s hidden treasures, some- 
thing of a hot ticket, even though it is closed to 
the public without special invitation. 

Think of it. Woods suggested, as the raw 
material for an Arabian version of Greenfield 
Village, Henry Ford’s tribute to old American 
ways, set on 81 acres near Detroit. Only this 
collection is on the sixth floor of 1255 S. 
Wabash Ave., on a block so unprepossessing 
that Streetwise, a newspaper of homeless peo- 
ple, just moved away into better quarters. 

How all of this got to Chicago — the Saudi 
ruling family’s national collection in a South 
Loop loft — is a story with considerable twists 
and turns. 

It started with a party, or rather “a cultural 
evening," in 1986 at the Saudi Arabian 
embassy in Washington. 

Heaven told the story over coffee and cook- 
ies laid out on a round brass table that looked 


as if. when rubbed the right way, it would have 
many tales to tell. 

“Princess Haifa Bint Faisal, who is the wife 
of Saudi Arabia's ambassador to the U.S., 
Prince Bandar Bin Sultan, was asked to help 
organise the evening," Heaven began. 

Looking for artifacts that would illustrate 
life on the Arabian Peninsula, particularly the 
ways of the nomadic Bedouin, the princess 
quickly came to a rather depressing conclu- 
sion. 

Much of the best material had been carted 
off by Western collectors, many of them linked 
to the oil and construction companies that 
have been working in Saudi Arabia since the 
1940s. 

Looking for help in organising the evening, 
the princess called ElizabeLh Jacbimowicz, a 
national figure in the field of material collec- 
tion and presentation, then on the staff of the 
Chicago Historical Society. 

“I can’t do it.” Jachimowicz replied, “but my 
assistant can." 

That was Heaven. She went to Washington 
and helped pull off the evening. Then she was 
hired to bring about some sort of solution to 
the problem of the artifacts’ scarcity. 

Her mission was to pull together a collec- 
tion, under Saudi control, of “beautiful and 
superbly crafted artifacts.” as the Princess 
called them. 

In a time when old ways of life were chang- 
ing under pressure from industrialisation, the 
idea was to save some of the country’s rich 
cultural heritage before it was scattered, like 
blown grains of sand, to the comers of the 
Eanh. 

“First, we wanted to save things. Later, we 
plan to figure out what to do with them,” she 
said. A big first step came about by chance, 
when two major private collections of Arabian 
materials were “put into play,” as they say in 
the world of business. 

One consisted of the holdings, notably dress- 
es and jewellery. of Heather Colyer Ross, 
author of the two-volume “An of Arabian Cos- 
tume." Bom in Australia, now living in 
Switzerland. Colyer Ross spent considerable 
time in Riyadh, recording the careful attention 
Arab women paid to their appearance, wearing 
colourful costumes even in remote regions 
where comforts were few. 

The other collection belonged to John 
Topham. a former construction company exec- 
utive now living in upstare New York. Author 
of “Traditional Crafts of Saudi Arabia," 


Topham ’s interests touched on almost every- 
thing else in traditional Saudi Arabian life — 
from weaving to leatherwork, basketry, wood- 
work. pottery and metalwork. 

By 1991, members of the Saudi Arabian 
royal family had completed negotiations to 
buy both collections. 

"They needed to put them somewhere. I said 
l was willing to do the work of conserving and 
cataloging, but I wanted to stay in Chicago." 
Heaven said. 

So seven years ago. 40 giant crates were qui- 
etly hauled into a loft a few blocks west of 
Lake Michigan, along with conservation 
equipment, including a tent and a freezer, both 
useful in dealing with another problem of the 
desert — bugs. 

“We probably have the most bug-free envi- 
ronment in the South Loop,” said Heaven, not- 
ing that incoming materials are vacuumed, 
then frozen, destroying the eggs of moths, 
weevils and beetles. 

A staff of 13 now helps with storing, con- 
serving. photographing and catalogingT There 
is no shortage of work. 

Down one aisle, a visitor noted on a grand 
tour, are metal lockers filled with bridal 
gowns, hung in dry-cleaner covers. Under a 
dust sheet is a closed wooden carriage that fits 
over a camel’s hump, which gives a ride like a 
slowly-swerving taxicab. 

Shelves hold incense burners to perfume a 
home with sandalwood and frankincense. 
Elsewhere are dozens of brass coffee pots and 
spouted bowls, used to feed children, milk 
camels and measure liquids. 

“In the Bedouin lifestyle, everything served 
more- than one purpose." Heaven said. 

Whar will happen to the Haifa Faisal Collec- 
tion? A decision is expected in two years. 
Regardless of the decision, it won’t stay in 
Chicago. 

It might not even be in a building. 

At this point, she is unsure what form to 
take, particularly if the collection returns to 
Riyadh. 

Perhaps, she suggested, the collection might 
settle in Washington, as an ongoing Saudi Ara- 
bian cultural exhibition. Or, in these electron- 
ic times, it might make more sense to construct 
an on-line museum. 

While it waits, the Haifa Faisal Collection 
has. however, developed a little local reputa- 
tion of its own. 

— Chicago Tribune 
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Consumer protection society 
working for more active role 


By Suba Ma'ayeh 

Special io (he Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The NationaJ 
Society for Consumer Pro- 
tection (NSCP) said Sun- 
day it hoped a new draft 
law would enable it to play 
a more active role in safe- 
guarding Jordanians from 
unscrupulous traders seek- 
ing massive profits for their 
generally low quality 
goods. 

The NSCP. operating 
under internal health min- 
istry regulations since 
19S9. is facing mounting 
popular pressure for its 
inability so far to defend 
the interests of Jordan's 4.2 
million consumers and to 
enforce tougher quality 
control regulations. 

Mohammad Obeidat, 
head of the NSCP. told the 
Jordan Times he hoped the 
new draft law. completed 
by the society, would help 
the food watchdog carry 
out its duties in a better 
way. 

The draft law will be sent 
to the Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Supply and the 
Prime Ministry before 
being referred to Parlia- 
ment for approval. 

“This law is a qualitative 
step because it focuses on 
improving the kind of ser- 
vices offered to customers 


under the umbrella of Jor- 
danian laws and regula- 
tions." Dr. Obeidat empha- 
sised. 

Once enacted, the legisla- 
tion will grant the NSCP 
the right to obtain informa- 
tion on the cost of goods 
and services in internation- 
al markets and compare 
them to prices placed on the 
same goods by local mer- 
chants. 

“Once we receive ade- 
quate information about the 
prices of goods in world 
markets, and if these items 
are sold at unreasonable 
prices in Jordan, then we 
can do something when the 
profit is high." Dr. Obeidat 
said. 

“If our merchants do not 
acknowledge the rights of 
the consumers, then we will 
urge consumers to boycott 
these commodities." he 
added. 

He said he hoped the gov- 
ernment would help enact 
the law governing the oper- 
ations of the NSCP. 

“While drafting the law, 
we looked at international 
laws protecting consumers 
in the United States. 
Britain. China and Moroc- 
co." he indicated. 

The government is cur- 
rently working on a law to 
prevent monopoly over 
certain sectors as pan of 


endea voure to join world 
markets. Parliament is 
expected to endorse the 
draft law later this year — 
an effort that will help com- 
plement the role of the 
NSCP. 

Dr. Obeidat said the 
NSCP often encountered 
difficulties while trying to 
fulfil its objectives. 

“Our efforts as a neutral 
party concerned with pro- 
tecting consumers' interests 
are often rejected," he said. 

The government, which 
originally excluded the 
NSCP from an administra- 
tive council overseeing 
food in Jordan, later includ- 
ed the body. 

He said the NSCP also 
protected consumers from 
expired food. 

“Once we receive infor- 
mation on expired food 
being sold in the market, 
we immediately inform the 
Ministry of Health and a 
department fighting corrup- 
tion." Dr. Obeidat said. 

But often, the media 
reports on the NSCP in a 
negative way. 

“We hope that the press 
will treat us more objec- 
tively. especially that we 
have significant informa- 
tion on issues of concern to 
consumers," Dr. Obeidat 
said. 


Lebanon expects to hit ’98 deficit target 


BEIRUT t.R) — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik A1 
Hariri is optimistic about 
his government's finances 
saying the country expected 
to meet its 1998 budget 
deficit target of 42 per cent 
of revenue against expendi- 
ture. 

“The deficit of 1998 will 
for sure be either within the 
budget or a little less than 
that." Mr. Hariri told 
Reuters. 

He estimated the deficit 
was running at 32 per cent 
at the end of March. 

“I believe in the first six 
months of this year it will 
be less than what has been 
put in the budget which 
means very much less than 
42 per cent. May be three, 
four or five points less.” he 
said. 

“We are working on the 
right track. Our revenues 
are coming in a fine way" 
added Mr. Hariri, who 
stressed that his govern- 
ment would stick to its bud- 
get plans. 

The government cut its 
budget deficit in the first 
two months of 1998 to 27 
per cent, down sharply 


from 53 per cent in the 
same period a year earlier. 

In 1997. the deficit of rev- 
enues against expenditure 
reached 59 per cent well 
over the forecast 36 per 
cent The government last 
met its target in Mr. Hariri's 
first full year in office in 
1993, when the deficit was 
42 per cent compared to the 
forecast 50 per cent. 

Last year the government 
poured 35 per cent of 
spending into civil service 
salaries and 43 per cehl into" ‘ 
debt serv icing. 

Only TO per cent went for 
capital expenditure as the 
country rebuilds itself after 
15 years of civil war. 

The 1998 budget includes 
a scheme that calls for rais- 
ing annual taxes on vehi- 
cles by up to 400 per cent, a 
233 per cent tax rise on 
local cement and a dou- 
bling of taxes on real estate 
sales and passport fees. 

The government has 
come under mounting pres- 
sure from international rat- 
ing agencies which have 
warned of a possible down- 
grade if Lebanon does not 
get its finances in order. 


Moody’s investors ser- 
vice said last week that 
Lebanese banks will have 
no chance of securing bet- 
ter financial ratings if the 
government falls to tame 
the budget deficit. 

The government breathed 
a sigh of relief Tuesday 
after issuing a SI billion 
bond on the international 
debt market. Analysts said 
the bond would ease pres- 
sure on the government in 
• the short-term. 

Lebanon's 1997 budget 
"deficit had prompted ana- 
lysts to question the coun- 
try's ability to tap interna- 
tional debt markets. 

Mr. Hariri said the 
Eurobond issue reflected 
confidence in the Lebanese 
economy, which is still 
recovering from the 1975- 
1990 war. 

“Despite all the political 
difficulties we are facing. 
Lebanon issued a bond of 
SI billion," he said. “This 
means the confidence in the 
credibility of the Lebanese 
economy is very high in the 
world among investors." 


Saudis expect $133 billion 
in five-year investment 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia said Tuesday 
it expects nearly 500 bil- 
lion riyals ($133 billion) to 
be pumped into infrastruc- 
ture and other domestic 
development projects in 
the next five-year plan. 

The Saudi minister of 
finance and national econ- 
omy, Ibrahim A1 Assaf. 
said the world's top oil 
exporter would continue to 
give priority to expansion 
of economic sectors to 
reduce reliance on volatile 
crude revenues. 

- “Development of all eco- 
nomic sectors is our priori- 
ty because this will enable 
us to diversify 1 our sources 
of income and ease depen- 
dence on oil expons.'" he 
told an energy and infra- 
structure conference in 
Abu Dhabi. 

“We expect to spend up 
to 500 billion riyals (S133 
billion} during the coming 
five-year development 
plan ... We are also trying 
to create new investment 


opportunities for foreign 
investors.” 

Saudi Arabia, which con- 
trols more than a quarter of 
the global recoverable oil 
wealth, will launch its 
sixth five-year plan in 
2000 and the focus will 
again be on economic 
diversification and expan- 
sion of the private sector. 

The Gulf kingdom has 
announced plans for large- 
scale reforms following a 
sleep decline in its rev- 
enues because of lower oil 
prices and production. 

From more than S70 bil- 
lion a year in early 1980s. 
the ' country's annual oil 
earnings have plummened 
to less than S50 billion 
over the past decade. 

But massive investments 
have largely widened its 
non-oil sectors, mainly 
services. manufacturing 
and petrochemicals. 

Assaf ‘s figures showed 
the infrastructure and utili- 
ties sector expanded by 
nearly seven times 


between 1977 and 1990. at 
an annual growth rate of 
8.7 per cent. 

“Oil will continue to play 
a key role in domestic 
development," the minister 
said. “Despite fluctuations 
in oil prices- the kingdom 
will continue to concen- 
trate on development, 
especially productive sec- 
tors.” 

Saudi .Arabia currently 
produces around 8.76 mil- 
lion barrels per day (b/d) 
of oil compared with near- 
ly 12 million bpd during 
the oil boom 15 years ago. 

On Sunday, it announced 
a cut of 300.000 b/d as part 
of a joint initiative 
between OPEC states and 
independent producers to 
slash world output in a bid 
to restore prices. 

fts non-oil exports, 
including petrochemicals 
and light Industries, have 
exceeded £6 billion a year 
compared with less than 
two billion 1 0 years ago. 


Europe seen insulated from 
Japan’s economic woes 


LONDON (R) — The rela- 
tive strength of Europe's 
economies should shield 
them from Japan's economic 
troubles, most analysis agree. 

But there is a risk that a 
sharp downturn in Japanese 
financial markets could spill 
over into Europe's markets, 
they added. 

“Directly. Europe is not that 
much affected." said Thomas 
Mayer, economist at Gold- 
man. Sachs in Frankfurt. 

“We are now in ihe fortu- 
nate situation where EU 
exports to Asia seem to be 
tapering off at the same time 
as we see a strengthening in 
domestic demand." 

A greater threat to Europe, 
the analysts said, is that a 
market crash in Tokyo could 
reverberate across the United 
States and spill over iiiio 
European markets. 

Tokyo financial markets 
fell sharply after a report 
from Moody's investors ser- 
vice on Friday, with stocks 
sliding by more than one per 
cent before recovering. The 
yen fell to 135.20 against the 
dollar — its lowest level 
since September 1991. 

In a surprise move. 
Moody's lowered its outlook 
on the country's sovereign 
debt rating to negative from 
stable. 

The news comes just a day 
after Japan's central bank 
warned that conditions had 


worsened across the econo- 
my. It also follows the blunt 
warning by Sony Chairman 
Norio Ohga on Thursday that 
the Japanese economy was on 
the brink of collapse. 

With both European and 
U.S. equity shares at lofty lev- 
els. analysts said the damage 
from a sharp downturn in 
Japanese markets could not 
be written off entirely. 

"The fear has been that a 
financial sector problem in 
Japan could spillover inio the 
U.S. and create a stock market 
problem which could then 
affect us.” added Mr. Mayer. 

Yet the potency of this risk 
is difficult to gauge. Even at 
the height of Asia's financial 
turmoil. U.S. and European 
markets were able to with- 
stand an initial bout of jitters 
and continue the upward 
march that has confounded 
many expens. 

In addition. .Asian and 


Western financial markets 
seem to have de-coupled from 
the Jock-step pattern seen 
towards the end of last year. 

S HU, the financial links are 
substantial. European banks 
have been among the most 
heavily exposed to Japan and 
Asia, with many having made 
large loan loss provisions in 
the event of further difficul- 
ties. 

And while no one fears that 
Japan would actually default 
on its debt obligations — the 
country is the world's largest 
creditor and currently runs a 
massive current account sur- 
plus — the weakness in its 
economy gives rise to worries 
over the future stability of die 
financial system. 

“The' Japanese financial - 
system is.fragjle and the weak . 
economy makes it even more 
fragile." said Kim Schoen- 
holtz. chief economist at 
Salomon Smith Barney. 


Company Orientation at the 
Radisson SAS Hotel Amman 

The Radisson SAS Hotel Amman recently welcomed Mr. Scott R. 
Bunce. District Director at Radisson SAS Hotels Worldwide. Mr. 
Bunce conducted a two-day orientation programme for manage- 
ment and supervisory staff in order to give everyone all necessary 
information on the high standards of Radisson SAS. “Participants 
were most impressed by the exciting expansion plans of our com- 
pany in the Middle East and are excited to see Radissons' reser- 
vation system. CURTIS-C contribute to the revenues at the Radis- 
son SAS Hotel .Amman and the Radisson SAS Resort Aqaba," 
says Christian Guxtmann. General Manager. Jordan. 
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FORECAST FORMONPHAPR^jj^ 


Kv undo C. Black, Tribune Media Senieesjtu- 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You're looking good, 
andyou're attracting a lot of attention. \ou may tend 
be self-centred, however. If a loved one seem 
quiet, that could be why. He or she is feeling left 
Make some time for this person. You’ll be glad you 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You could get a i great 
deal on a household item today. You might even find i 
for free. Either that, or you'll be able to make a red 
estate purchase with no money down. A little shoppw* 
is required to find this bargain, but it's out there. Get 
busy. 

GEMINI: (Mav 21 to June 21) It may be hard to keep 
your opinions to yourself today. That’s OK- Aou don t 
need to do that. Let the whole world know how you teel. 
People will be interested: they might even put your plan 
into effect. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’re probably worth 
more money than you’ve been making. This is a good 
day to point that out to the boss. If you don't have a job. 
it’s a good day to find one. Might as well go for one that 
pays well, while you're at it. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The eyes of the multitudes 
are upon you. That’s the way you tike it. The single 
most feared situation in the world, for most people, is 
public speaking. You, on the other band love the atten- 
tion. Go ahead and put on a great show. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You could be in 
charge of a lot of people’s destinies today. They don’t 
realise how important you are. You could withdraw 
your support and watch everything come tumbling 
down, but don't do that. You'll get your reward, but 
maybe not in the way you expect. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You have to 
make sure that several very strong egos get along. 
You’re the manager, in that you manage to get them to 
see eye to eye. It’s not that they couldn't do it without 
you, it’s just that they wouldn't do it as well. Give your- 
self credit for a job well done. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) You could be 
earning a lot more money in the future. The bad news is 
that the money may be delayed. Perhaps it’s an actual 
treasure you’re after! If so, use all of your expertise and 
imagination to find it and dig it up. Don't give up. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This 
would be a great day to travel. If you travel in your 
work, your job will be even more fun than usual. Don't 
forget an important part of the assignment, like, for 
example, making the sale. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Give a 
major purchase careful consideration. The decision you 
make now could affect your income and outgo for quite 
some time. If you're purchasing real estate, it could be 
a good investment. Don’t take too big a risk, however. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You and 
your mate seem to be locking horns. You’re both stub- 
born. so the chances are not good that either of you will 
concede graciously. A neighbour or close relative can 
give you a fabulous idea Go ahead and talk out your 
frustration. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’re good at fig- 
uring out what other people want, and providing it That 
talent will be useful now, as you come in contact with a 
demanding person. If you’ve known this person for a 
while, you can get a few things ready ahead of time. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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By Robert Zimmerman 



ACROSS 
1 Formal dance 
5 Man alone 
9 Turkish official 

14 Give off 

15 Heavy volume 
IS For the birds? 
■*7 First-class 

19 The Kiss’ 
sculptor 

20 Mooncalf 

21 Phenomenon 

22 San CA 

23 Stale with 
conviction 

24 Crude crosses 
26 Social blunders 

29 Nora, once ol 
-SNL* 

30 Gotcha! 

33 Bucolic 

34 Carpenter's 
grooves 

35 Mo. winter 
begins 

36 Aroma 

37 Siskel and 
Wilder 

36 Correct copy 

39 Break the tape 

40 Charges 

41 Spanish 
diacritical mark 

42 Drunkard 

43 Formerly 

44 Epic by Virgil 

45 Kitchen knife 

47 Pop eye's __ 
Pea 

48 Lend beauty to 
SO Giider piece 
52 Coop biddy 
$5 Army rank. 

casualty 

56 Private area ot 
a theater 

58 Bring upon 
oneself 

59 Russian-born 
artisi/designer 

60 Seaweed 

61 Grate deposit 

62 Impudence 

63 Work station 

DOWN 

1 _ blocker 

2 Book between 
Joef SObadiah 

3 Cup brims 


San Diego, CA 

4 Inc. in the U.K. 

5 Lines tor notes 

6 Tall, slender 
structure 

7 So be it! . 

8 Hamlet's mom 
and others 

9 Exempts from 
penalty 

10 Keep from 
happening 

11 One way to sit 
on a horse 

12 Reagan's 
Alexander 

13 Part of A.D. 

18 Eat, drink, and 

be merry 

23 To a distance 

25 Ybko's family 

26 Expands 

27 Telecast sound 

28 Neighborhood 
viewpoint? 

29 "Divine 
Comedy* writer 

31 Spyri novel 

32 Performed 

34 Depicts 

37 Departed 


MnpnfMrvrt. 


38 One German 

40 Parts of an 
intersection 

41 Swarms (with) 
44 Rouses from 

steep 

46 Bicter 

47 Groups within 
groups 


48 Sikkim's 
continent 

49 Blocker and 
Duryea 

51 Actress Theda 

52 Saint's ring 

53 Omelet base 

54 Orderly 
57 Faucet 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 




THE BETTER HALF e By Glasbergen 
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“If exercise makes you thin, how come 
my thumb is still the fattest finger?" 


Unscramble these tour J 
one letter to each aquan 
four onfnary words. 


REBBI 


U 


•*"*»■*» I* 
MBpeBne n d. 


LAVIA 

in 


n 


FLUWOE 


UL 

JI 


BOLTAC 


hue 



THAT scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold and MUks Arglrion 



» nt rUL-lCC 

STATION. 


Now arrange the dreied letters to 
wm the surprise answer, as sug- 
fleeted by the above cartoon. 
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• (Answsre tomorrow) 

Saturdays | Jumbles: POACH RHYME PALLID FEUDAL 
"wwer: When an astronaut takes off. he naturally 
0*1* — FIRED UP 
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Business & Finance 



Imports from Syria cause hardships for 
Jordanian clothing manufacturers 


** MORE THAN twenty owners of textile 
and clothing workshops have written to gov- 
ernment officials describing their bad work 
conditions and their inability to continue 
operations nothing that they are unable to 
pay taxes and telephone as well as electrici- 
ty bills. 

The main reason for their problems is that 
a number of traders import fabrics, especial- 
ly "‘bride costumes" from Syria and such a 
flow of goods has negatively affected the 
local product and forced more than five 
workshops to close down. Among the work- 
shops that shut their doors are: Ai Muhtaseb, 
Tahseen AI Awari, Ai Shurbaji, Abu Libbeh, 
AJ Fursan. Abu Ahmad AJ Masri. Bulbul AI 
Masri and his partner Ai Sarfandi and 
Bukhari stores in Irbid. Each of the plants 
was providing income for no less than 10 
families. 

In their letters, the owners of the work- 
shops stressed smuggling operations as 
being also a major problem. They com- 
plained that goods enter from Syria, Egypt 
and Taiwan and that some Syrian traders 
bring their goods across the border without 
paying customs. They charged that others 
manufacture clothes and bride costumes at 
homes and then sell their products (at low 


prices) which affects workshops that operate 
under licences and pay taxes. 

Hie entrepreneurs said that more than 
2,000 barber and hair-dressing saloons are 
engaged in the business of renting “bride 
costumes" without being subject to the crite- 
ria of the Amman Chamber of Commerce 
and without paying fees. 

According to Aziz Robin, owner of AI 
Muhtaseb workshop and fashion shop, the 
Jordanian market is flooded with imported 
goods, especially those coming from Syria. 
“Some merchants import foreign goods from 
China. Taiwan and Turkey and bring it to 
Syria where a label ‘Made in Syria’ is fixed 
on the goods.” Then the goods are brought 
into Jordan without customs, he pointed out. 

Mr. Aziz Robin indicated than many work- 
shops and plants had to close because of the 
dumping of foreign goods on the market 
without customs being paid on them. “Our 
workshops can satisfy the needs of the coun- 
try if the imports are stopped,” he said noting 
that his plant can employ around 40 workers. 
“I can provide the market with 50 bride cus- 
toms and engagement dress, if given protec- 
tion by minimising imports and banning bar- 
bers and hairdressers from renting the prod- 
ucts (Al Arab AI Yawmj. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 5104/96 12:00 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

m_ 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1.8490 

0.6030 

14260 

135.15 

14215 

182240 

2.0825 

6.1935 

DEMarfc 

a .5408 

- 

04258 

0.8253 

73.10 

0.7686 

985.13 

1.1262 

34495 

GB Sterling 

1.6585 

3.0674 

- 

2.5309 

22444 

24576 

3021.79 

3.4538 

104719 

CH Franc 

0.6553 

121.09 

04946 

- 

88.54 

04309 

1193.19 

13648 

44560 

JP Yen 

0.0074 

1.3671 

0.4455 

1.1283 

- 

14510 

1347 

15347 

4.5793 

CA Dollar 

0.7035 

1.3049 

04231 

1.0794 

145 

- 

128742 

14706 

44729 

IT Lira 

0.0005 

1.0143 

04305 

04837 

1349.89 

0.7798 

. 

11.42 

3.3974 

NL Guilder 

0.4802 

88.77 

0.2893 

7348 

6448 

0.6824 

874.70 

- 

24734 

FR Franc 

0.1615 

0.2984 

0.0973 

24.6308 

2140 

04294 

3341 

334100 

. 

Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7503 

04770 

34410 

04064 

34728 

1628.00 

34900 

Jordan Dinar 

1,4104 

- 

5.2896 

0.5317 

5.1354 

0.4321 

5.1803 

2155.15 

4,7814 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2688 

0.1891 

- 

04005 

047 

J0.0817 

048 

40743 

0.90$9 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8806 

9.9477 

— 

9.66 

04126 

9.74 

4053.05 

8.9920 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2746 

0.1947' 

14300 

74300' 

■ ' - “ 

0.0841 

, 1-01 . 

419.66 

0.9311. 

Kuwait Dinar 

X2641 

2J143 

124416 

14306 

1148 

- 

11.99 

4987.60 

04311 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1930 

1.0211 

0.1026 

04913 

0.0834 

- 

416.03 

04230 

Lebanese/1000 

0.65 

04640 

24544 

04457 

2.3829 

04005 

24037 

- 

24186 

Egyptian 

0.2950 

0.2091 

1.1063 

0.1112 

14740 

0.0904 

14834 

460.74 

- 
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Mid-East Currencies 



Oils 

Last 

ravioli 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

Brent 

13JSS 

1343 


SA Riyal 

04666 

04932 

0.18077 

0.40717 

36.0633 

W. Texas 

16.04 

16410 


AE Dirham 

04723 

040358 

0.16417 

041577 

364243 

Bonny 

13.65 

13.49 


KW Dinar 

34641 

6.03865 

1.96812 

448504 

441.501 

Dubai 

12.15 

12.01 


BH Dinar 

04770 

4.90677 

149923 

445022 

358.809 

UL Gas 

151.00 

151.00 


CY Pound 

14516 

34236 

1.1158 

24255 

250444 
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Libor Fixing 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 



■ranP 

-1 - 

KB 

E9 

sbii 

Gold ( 02 * 8 ) 
Silver (ots) 

308 

308.5 



SB* 

Month 



1 11 

6.6 

6.65 



USD 

54875 

5.7578 

5.7969 

54828 

Platinum (oz’s) 

412 

414 



GBP 

7.5166 

7.5833 

7.5833 

7.5938 

AL (3 Months) 

1413 

1416 



JPY 

0.7396 

0.7917 

0.7917 

0.7917 

| _ 

al 1 

1700 

1706 




3.6374 

3.7375 

3.8248 

3M9A 





Zinc (3 Months) 

1119 

1123 




3.5313 

1.6719 

1.7813 

14219 

Lead (3 Months) 

891 

594 




14625 

3.6133 

3.7188 


NU3 Months) 

5370 

5400 





5.3630 

Esa 
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Bourse 

Index 

Value * 


LldiiiliJI 

mimm 

Low 


NewYork 

DOW JONES 

898341 

-343 

-0.04 

903049 

(wafr.Tg 

8986.64 

Newyorfc 

S&P500 

1122.7 

249 

044 

112646 

1118.12 

1120.01 

London 

FT-SE 100 

60644 

11.4 

0.19 

61054 

6024.5 

60524 

Tokyo 

NIKKJE 225 

1S517.78 

-185.12 

-1.18 

159554 

15466.1 

157024 

Paris 

CAC40 

393242 

-346 

-0.1 

398742 

391941 



DAX 


4646 

041 

524644 


5176.661 


Energy 






■ 

1 

Last 

Delivery 




Klfll 

Coffee (c/lbs) 

15042 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.703 

0.710 

Cocoa ($Aon) 

1869 

Spot 


GB Startling 

1.1733 

1.1792 

Sugar ($/ton) 

266.7 

Spot 


DEMarfc 

04826 

04844 

Wheat (S/ton) 

88 

Spot 


CH Franc 

04633 

04658 

Soya (c/lbs) 

20.63 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1142 

0.1148 

Tea (sto/kg) 

ISO 

Spot 


JP Yen 

04241 

0.5267 

Barley (S/bsh) 
Rk»<$fton) 

0 

400 

Spot 

Spot 


NL Guilder 
nr Lira 

04396 

04881 

0.3413 

049 
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Tabba ’ a : JCFC does not need a strategic partner 

Egyptian firm selected as advisor for selling 
33% of government equity in cement company 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Egypt 
Financing Group-Hermes 
was chosen to be the finan- 
cial advisor for selling 33 
per cent of the government's 
equity in the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company i JCFC) 
to a strategic investor, a 
government source 

announced Sunday. 

The source, who asked not 
to be named, said the 
Egyptian firm was selected 
from among 10 firms that 
submitted requests to work 
as the government's advisor 
in the privatisation process 
of the profitable JCFC. 

The official told the 
Jordan Times that the deci- 
sion was made following 
thorough “evaluation” of all 
proposals. 

"The Egyptian firm was 
chosen for the experience it 
possessed in the privatisa- 


tion of cement companies in 
Egypt and also for its mar- 
ket strategy and the experi- 
ence in the Middle East,” 
the official said. 

He indicated that the 
Egyptian firm’s proposal 
was "the best offer from all 
the bids that entered the 
contest:* 

The well-informed official 
explained that the financial 
advisor will help in selling 
33 per cent of the govern- 
ment’s 49 per cent equity in 
the JCFC to a strategic part- 
ner in line with the privati- 
sation process stipulated in 
the restructuring pro- 
gramme. 

The Egyptian firm, which 
is owned by the sons of the 
well-known Egyptian jour- 
nalist Mohammad Hasanein 
competed against interna- 
tional companies like 
HSBC. ING Barings. Menil 
Lynch, Morgan Stanley. 
Salomon Brothers and oth- 


ers. 

In 1996, the EFG-Hennes 
led the selling of one mil- 
lion shares of Amira 
Cement Company in Egypt. 

The JCFC, which record- 
ed JD 1 1 .9 million net profit 
in 1997, is among the major 
firms the government has 
decided to sell to foreign 
investors. 

The company’s assets 
increased in the past year by 
JD5.7 million to reach 
JD277.9 million. 

But the government deci- 
sion was a "surprise” to 
some parties which said the 
decision was not well-stud- 
ied. 

“We have not been 
informed officially about 
the government's decision,” 
JCFC Chairman Hamdi 
Tabba* a said. 

"The government bears 
the responsibility of this 
decision which was made 
without consultations with 


the concerned party, name- 
ly, the JCFC,” Mr. Tabba'a 
told the Jordan Times. 

"Several well-known 
firms with good experience 
in this field have applied for 
this contest. I am surprised 
of the government’s choice 
and do not feel comfortable 
for this decision,’’ he said. 

“If it is a political deci- 
sion, then its over to the 
cement industry in the coun- 
try,” Mr. Tabba’a. who also 
heads the Jordan 

Businessmen Association, 
said. 

Mr. Taba’a said the JCFC 
does not need a "strategic 
partner” adding that he had 
sent a letter to Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 

Majali telling him that the 
government’s decision to 
sell its equity to a strategic 
partner was “not necessary.” 

He emphasised that sever- 
al international firms which 
studied the JCFC’s position 


have submitted conditions 
which would put major 
power in their hands. 

■‘Some of them wanted to 
have the right to veto 
JCFC’s decision despite not 
having a large equity in the 
company. In one word they 
warn to be ’superiors’,” Mr. 
Tabba'a said. 

“We have the experience 
and know-how to run the 
JCFC and we do not think 
that a strategic partner is 
needed ” he added. 

Another financial source, 
who asked not to be named, 
said that the government 
decision to select the EFG- 
Hermes as financial advisor 
was a "disaster.” 

“The government needs to 
explain why this decision 
was made and on what 
bases. What is the criteria 
that was followed in the 
process ” the source said. 


Israel imports kosher coffee from Jordan 


From the Jerusalem Post 

THIS PESSAH con- 
sumers can enjoy mush- 


rooms from China, fish 
from Tanzania and 
Kenya, olive oil from 
Spain, fruit salad from 


Thailand. and even 
instant coffee produced 
in Jordan. 

The products are 


among the 165 listed in 
a special booklet of 
kosher for Pessah prod- 
ucts approved by the 


AMMAN FINANCXAX. 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SKMEZSANX 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANISED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 05/04/1998 



PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY ' S NAME 

P/E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

PRICE 

CHANCE 


346.000 251.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.1 

1.16 

14 

740 

254870 

340.00 

346.00 

6.004- 


2.340 

1.660 

JOB. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

39 

56100 

97794 

1.72 

1.77 

.05* 

s 

3.540 

1.250 

BANK OF JORDAN 

4.2 

0.00 

4 

3500 

4700 

1.34 

1.34 

- 


1.300 

.890 

MID. EAST INV.BK. 

65.7 

0.00 

1 

250 

250 

.95 

1.00 

.05* 

s 

2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK . 

9.1 

8.01 

6 

17000 

29920 

1.76 

1.76 

- 


5.420 

4.660 

THE HOUSING BX. 

17.4 

2.62 

47 

35760 

194577 

5.40 

5.50 

.10* 

s 

4.180 

1.810 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.8 

0.00 

4 

327 

590 

1.82 

1.81 

.01- 


.920 

.590 

JOR.CULF BANK 

3.7 

11.29 

9 

5650 

3501 

.62 

.62 


+s 

4.020 

1.930 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

9.7 

5.03 

7 

1916 

3668 

1.93 

1.91 

.02- 


1.450 

1.020 

UNION BK.SAV.INV. 

P 

0.00 

2 

10300 

10506 

1.03 

1-02 

.01- 


1.400 

.800 

BEIT- AL— MAL ( BEITNA) 

.5 

17.44 

2 

400 

338 

.82 

.86 

.04+ 

s 

4.990 

2.500 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

21.9 

0.00 

1 

200 

558 

2.94 

2.79 

.15- 



BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX : 241. 

72 rare: 

♦1.65 

136 

132143 

601270 





2.400 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH INSUP. 

5.9 

11.85 

5 

3298 

6722 

2.02 

2.11 

.09* 

S 

4.590 

2.100 . 

PHILADELPHIA INSUP. 

10.6 

0.00 

3 

7000 

15050 . 

2.20 _ 

2.20 

- 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 122. 

54 *CHG: 

♦0.43 

8 

10298 

21772 





2.140 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

10.2 

4.72 

21 

96050 

• 201806 

2.12 • 

1 2.12 

_ 


5.SQ0 

2.450 

HIKES MINERALS 

49.2 

a.ao 

2 

200 

879 

4.29 

4.50 

.21+ 


1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

43.1 

0.00 

24 

13900 

14749 

1.05 

1.08 

.03* 


9.500 

6.700 

ALRA‘1 

9.5 

6.45 

1 

50 

465 

9.40 

9.30 

.10- 


1.480 

1.120 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

IB. 3 

0.00 

4 

500 

588 

1.15 

1.20 

.05+ 


1.090 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

16.9 

0.00 

2 

1150 

1104 

.95 

.96 

.01* 


1.830 

1.S20 

UNIFIED CO. 

6.9 

7.10 

2 

600 

930 

1.52 

1.55 

.03* 


.810 

.600 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

315 

.65 

.63 

.02- 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118. 

73 ICHG: 

*0.16 

58 

112962 

220862 





4. 450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT PACT. 

18.4 

4.03 

14 

21047 

57550 

2.72 

2-73 

.01* 


4.140 

3.050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

8.9 

3.13 

4 

11250 

36008 

3.21 

3.20 

.01- 


7.050 

5.620 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.3 

3.24 

11 

21150 

123613 

5.90 

5.90 

- 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. RZFINARY 

10.4 

8.30 

11 

524 

5608 

10.65 

10.71 

.06* 


1.350 

1.040 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

10.9 

7.94 

4 

1066 

1342 

1.20 

1.26 

.06+ 


5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. HANF. 

14.7 

3.74 

32 

9600 

50950 

5.23 

5.35 

.12 + 


1.530 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 

10.7 

7.75 

1 

50 

65 

1.24 

1.29 

.05+ 


6-350 

4.400 

DAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

7.2 

5.87 

4 

2600 

15171 

5.70 

5.96 

.26+ 


.570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

16.9 

0.00 

19 

15300 

7500 

.49 

.50 

.01+ 


.620 

.S10 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0. GO 

1 

500 

275 

.55 

.55 

- 


.810 

.370 

INTERMED . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

8 

13200 

5382 

.40 

.41 

.01+ 

s 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE WIRE. MF AC 

27.4 

0.00 

5 

1450 

1648 

1.12 

1.14 

.02+ 


.790 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEH 


0.00 

8 

3900 

2231 

.57 

.58 

.Ol* 


1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

17.2 

5-19 

4 

500 

665 

1.31 

1.35 

.04+ 

s 

1.560 

.810 

OHTV. HODNlINDS. 

15.0 

6.38 

IS 

9450 

B800 

.97 

-94 

.03- 


1.320 

.690 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

9.5 

14.08 

10 

4050 

2876 

.72 

.71 

.01- 


1-620 

1.350 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.0 

4.73 

1 

300 

444 

1.47 

1.48 

.01+ 


l.oao 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

14.5 

9.71 

3 

12500 

12755 

1.02 

1-03 

.01+ 


1.250 

1 .000 

I NIL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

4 

2200 

2596 

1.18 

1.18 

- 


1.220 

.860 

UNION CH. C, VEG. 

47.7 

0.00 

11 

14000 

14628 

1.04 

1.05 

.01+ 


.860 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.5 

8.24 

10. 

8700 

7381 

.83 

.85 

.02 + 


.810 

.570 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.8 

15-67 

7 

1B4S0 

11486 

.62 

.63 

.01* 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110 

38 *CBO: 

♦0.38 

187 

171787 

368970 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 170 

64 ZCHG: 

♦ 1.13 

389 

427190 

1212874 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SUNDAY 

05/04/1998 




N 

1.050 

.910 

EXPORT 6 FIN.BNR.7St 

16.8 

0.00 

2 

1250 

825 

.93 

.91 

.02- 

In 

1.160 

l.OSO 

ISLAMIC INSURANCE CO 

P 

0.00 

4 

1750 

2075 

1.16 

1.22 

.06+ 


.700 

.480 

NATL - COHKER . CENTERS 

E 

o.oo 

1 

500 

290 

.60 

.SB 

.02- 


.BOO 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 


0.00 

33 

81320 

22729 

.77 

.78 

.01+ 


1.000 

.720 

AL-SHARO INV. CO. 

P 

o.oo 

1 

5450 

5450 

1.00 

1.00 


N 

2.220 

1.050 

CENTURT INV. CROUP 

E 

0.00 

13 

125000 

250000 

2.00 

2.00 

— 


.290 

.120 

JOR. INDS. MATCH -JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

9 

23500 

2860 

.13 

.12 

.01- 


.640 

.370 

ARAB FOOD £ MED. 

g 

0.00 

2 

1041 

479 

.47 

.46 

-01- 


.470 

.240 

ARAB INTL-INV.TRD. 

44.9 

0.00 

34 

150000 

57900 

.38 

.39 

.01* 


.750 

.360 

NATL . HULT - ENG . NAMI CO 


0.00 

6 

5650 

2147 

.38 

.38 



.600 

.310 

NAXEAK DIES & MOULDS 


0.00 

1 

250 

85 

.35 

.34 

.01- 

T 

1.510 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75 * 

9 

0.00 

12 

9906 

12948 

1.51 

1.58 

.07+ 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 

E 

0.00 

3 

IOOO 

698 

.67 

.70 

.03+ 


.460 

-240 

INDS. EHC. 

9 

0.00 

5 

4950 

1386 

.28 

.28 



.830 

.490 

INDS. CERAMIC 

13.4 

0.00 

5 

1200 

602 

.50 

.51 

.01 + 

H 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

62 

.62 

.62 



.740 

.430 

NATL. POULTRY 


0.00 


300 

131 

.43 

.43 

— 

N 

1.000 

.660 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

46.2 

o.oo 

17 

14274 

6422 

.70 

.70 

- 

N 

1.310 

1.000 

KUTKIOAR 

P 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1030 

1.05 

1.03 

.02- 

S 

1.000 

.750 

EKBAL PRINT CO. 75* 

12.6 

9.13 

3 

500 

290 

.87 

.83 

.04- 


GRAND TOTAL 

I : Now 12 bio nth 8 high 
+ : Row 12 month a low 

S : Stock dividend during the pa at 12 months 
N : Listed during the past 12 months 
P i P/E ratio la lOO or moro 
g : Negative P/B 

E : Earning la xero or K/A for the moat recent year 




368408 



Chief Rabbinate, which 
s is responsible for grant- 
ing kashrut certificates 
on imported food, 
according to Rabbi 
Haim Stlber, head of the 
kashrut division. 

The coffee was 
approved as kosher for 
Pessah by department’s 
adjudicator. Rabbi Dov 
Landau. 

The coffee, called 
“Coffee Break.” is pro- 
duced by the United 
Coffee Company in 
Amman. 

Silber noted that 
before the rabbinate 
would grant its 
approval, it sent a 
kashrut supervisor to 
Amman to inspect the 
production line. , 

The supervisor, 

Michael Hoffman said 
that the Jordanians were 
more understanding 
about kashrut require- 
ments than food manu- 
facturers in many other 
parts of the world. 

“They are Christians 
and Muslims and they 
are educated people. 
Their religion is closer 
to ours than many oth- 
ers in the Far East, for 
example.” Hoffman 
said. 

He said that he and his 
assistant remained in 
Amman for four days 
while the entire Pessah 
production took place. 

"Basically it is a 
kosher plant for all 
year, but for Pessah 
there has to be constant 
supervision.” he said. 

The booklet, which is 
to be available at local 
rabbinate offices, 
includes both regular 
kosher for Pessah items 
and those which are 
mehadrin. for those 
with especially strin- 
gent observance 

requirements. It also 
includes non-food 
items, such as tooth- 
paste from Poland, cos- 
metics from England 
and cleaning materials 
from Italy, Germany 
and Spain. 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 




Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605/ 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 
Mobile: 079/30007 


DAJANl JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style” 2BSSK&- JS5, 


STUDIQl^jG 

tesskmal 

Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindfays Bank. 
Phone: 6604042 
Sweifieh Tel: B22691 


-v bluebird 

Tours 

Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more information 
please call 5684734 
E-mail: 

bluebird 9go.c0m.Jo 


D 


0 FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
^ and Apartments 


SflNflBEL 



Real Estate 

5 WEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 

Tbj. 864230 - 865167 
Mobile: 079/37588 


fyu* /44laeA& *}* Am*** 



* One 4 Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenette* ' Daily & 
Long Stay * flMSonabte Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Pax: 567C551 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT 42 





KOOKAl 

sirslmmp wpw r M fm l^inW j 

BIG 
SALE 

CONTINUES 



WINTER & SPRING 
Collection 


SUMMEIl COLLECTION 

20% OFF 


K O O K a 

FASHION 


OPEN FROM) 


- A«Mi < enter 

. lii-'.t - Hrwli-r.ii. hi 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


) 
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CDavis Cup 

"U.S. and Russia even after 


Spe i 


AM 

Soe 


opening singles 


tect 

py STONE 
law 


MOUNTAIN 
(.AFP) — The resurgent 
a 11 Andre Agassi thumped 18- 
£ ua year old Russian Manu Safin 
“ ns 6-3, 6-3. 6-3 Saturday to pull 
m Sthe United States even 1-1 in 
2 e, \heir Davis Cup World 
£^Group first-round tie. 

' Agassi, who has gone from 
uni:jsj Pi i4i ; n the world rank- 


,s Kings to No. 22 in eight tour- 

• ■ '■nom^nfr cin.'P Mi’n.'pmlvr 


P 0 Falso tied Bill Tilden's 72- 
^year old record for consecu- 
^f tive Davis Cup match victo- 
H^jries — 16 — on the same 
ent court where he won the 1996 
^Olympic gold medal. 

Earlier in the day. Russia's 


^Yevgeny Kafelnikov rallied 
Jor to beat American Jim 
ne 'Courier 6-2. 5-7. 6-7 (2/7). 
by 6 _ 4 . 6-4. 

The opening singles were 
ou postponed from Friday 
w ijbecause of rain. 

‘ The revamped schedule 
J® called for the doubles to be 
^played at 10:00 a.m. (1400 
P r <jMTj Sunday. 

In the doubles. Americans 
mt Richev Renebera and Todd 


Martin, attempting to stop a: 
? u five-match losing streak in 
•’T Davis Cup doubles by the 
^United States, are scheduled 
to meet Kafelnikov and" 

I Andrei Olhovskiy. 

Kafelnikov, who is one of 
only two players ranked in 
Blthe* top 10 in both singles 
p r and doubles, insisted after 
his marathon match against 
hi Courier that he would not 
sa play doubles if the rubber 
j c wastied 1-1. 

d, Courier quickly brushed 
0) off that suggestion. 
lu “He’s got to play doubles,’' 
Courier said. "If he doesn't 
t - c play doubles, there might 
h ( not be a reason for him to 
^bother playing singles." 



The Russians have until an 
hour" before the match to 
name their doubles team. . . 

If Kafelnikov- plays dou- 
bles Sunday morning and 


Andre Agassi of tlteJLLS. acknowledges the crowd during his match against Russia’s 
Marat Safin in the first round of the Davis Cup singles match at the International 
Tennis Center of Strife Mountain. Agassi won the match in three sets 6-3 6-3 6-3 to tie 
a Davis Cup record of 16 consecutive Davis Cup wins (Reuters photo) 

plays 30 or more games, he 



Russia’s Marat Safin returns a backhand volley against Andre Agassi of the U.S. in 
the first round of the Davis Cup singles match at the International Tennis Center of 
Stone Mountain (Reuters photo) 


can elect to play his reverse 
singles match against Agassi 
on Monday, instead of late 
Sunday afternoon. 

That might help the 
Russians because a work day 
here would moke it less- 
than-capacity crowd, thus a 
less hostile atmosphere. 

Ir was a hostile atmosphere 
for the 1 hour and 35 min- 
utes Safin had io stay on the 
court with Agassi. The 6- 
foot-4 Russian, who has a 
big serve and big forehand, 
was no match for the quick 
feet of Agassi. an intense 
Davis Cup player who was 
intent on tying Tilden's 
record. 

"It’s a great accomplish- 
ment.” Agassi said. "I’m 
very proud of it. Davis Cup 
has meant a lot to me." 

Safin didn't help himself 
with 50 unforced errors and 
weak first serve. 

"The way he played, he 
had no chance." Agassi said. 

In the first match. Courier, 
ranked 55rd in the world, 
looked overmatched in the 
first set. 

He fought back to lake the 
next two sets, but in the end 
Courier was undone by his 
own mistakes. 

Down 5-4 in the fifth, and 
serving to save the match. 
Courier led 40-0. 

He double faulted, then 
committed unforced errors 
on three of the last four 
points of the match. 

"Basically. Jim lost the 
match. I didn't win iL" 
Kafelnikov said. 

“That's a fair assessment." 
Courier said. "I made a 
bunch of errors that were 
unforced and unnecessaiy. 
There was no reason to do 
what I did up 40-love and 
serving." 


Zimbabwe 
humble 
Australia 
in mighty 
boilover 


MILDURA. Australia 

(AFP) — World Group 

newcomers Zimbabwe 

Sunday dumped Australia 
from the Davis Cup inflict- 
ing a humiliating 3-2 first 
round defeat in a tie 
marked bv acrimony and 


controversy. 

The resolute Black broth- 
ers. Wayne and Byron, cre- 
ated history in their coun- 
tiy's first appearance in the 
World Group with a win 
likely to be revered in 
Zimbabwe and leave 
Australia having to qualify 
for next year's elite league. 

Weakened by the loss of 
stricken Pat Rafter and 
internal unrest after an out- 
burst from absentee star 
Mark Philippoussis, 

Australia slumped to one of 
their most embarrassing 
Davis Cup losses in their 
proud tennis history. 

Captain John 

Newcombe’s team must 
now play a qualifying 
round in September to try 
to remain in the World 
Group while Zimbabwe 
marches on to the quarter- 
finals in July against either 
Italy or India. 

Wayne and Byron Black, 
weary and sore after play- 
ing on all three days of the 
tie. went into Sunday's 
reverse singles 1-2 down 
and pulled oft a miraculous 
comeback. 

Australia held the initia- 
tive after world number 39 
Jason Stoltenberg defeated 
Wayne Black on the first 
day. Rafter fell to Byron, 
then Mark Woodforde and 
TodJ Woodbridge captured 
the doubles. 

But the Zimbabweans 
levelled the tie at 2-2 
Sunday when Woodforde. 
'who had been substituted 
.for indisposed. Rafter, fell 
to Wayne Black 6-3. 7-5. 6- 
7(3/7), 6-4. 

Byron then upset 
Stoltenberg to clinch the 
tie. hustling his way to a 6- 
2. 3-6. 6-3, 6-4 victory. 

Zimbabwe was calling 
foul after Rafter was pulled 
from the team when a med- 
ical certificate approved by 
referee David Crymble 
claimed the U.S. Open 
champ was too ill to play. 

Rafter, the World No.4. 
had been hit by a virus 
going into the tie. 

Australian captain John 
Newcombe defended the 
team switch: "They've got 
the right to feel and think 
what they want. 

"It was the sensible thing 
to do. It could have done 
irreparable damage to him 
(Rafter) and buggered his 
whole year." 

But Woodforde was also 
far from happy about his 
late inclusion as a singles 
player. 

"I was told this morn- 
ing." Woodforde said. "It 
doesn't make it bloody 
easy ut all. 

"I'm not angry at Pat 
whatsoever. It was such a 
short time to prepare your- 
self for such a big match 
when you've just come off 
doubles." 

Newcombe said the loss 
meant Australia had let slip 
one of their greatest oppor- 
tunities to win the Davis 
Cup as a series of home ties 
loomed had it beaten 
Zimbabwe. 

"We've lost a great 
opportunity, this year's 
gone now and it was there 
for us to do really well." he 
said. 

Byron Black was over- 
whelmed after sealing the 
Cup for a country which 
came into the tie as firm 
underdogs. 



Werder Bremen’s Hany Ramzy (L) jumps over Bayern L? ^nl^e^iatch 

during their German first division soccer match in Bremen. Munich won 

3-0 (Reuters photo) 


Bayern back in touch after 


trouncing Bremen 


COLOGNE l AFP) — 
Bayern Munich came 
storming back into title con- 
tention on Saturday with an 
excellent 3-0 victory in 
Werder Bremen to cut 
Kaiserslautern's lead back 
to three points. 

Bremen's veteran keeper 
Oliver Reck tripped Bayern 
striker Giovanne Elber in 
the area after just seven 
minutes and was booked for 
his trouble, although 
Werder players felt Elber 
had dived. 

Mehraut Scholl duly con- 
verted the resulting penalty 
and then put the game 
beyond doubt with his sec- 
ond in the 6 1 st minute. 

Carsten Jancker missed a 
handful of chances but 
finally found the back of the 
net late in the day to leave 
Bayern comfortable victors. 

The win lifts the 
Bavarians to 55 points, 
although , . Kaiserslauterg. 
held 1-1 by MSV Duisburg 
on Friday, have trgame 'in 
hand. 

Kaiserslautern skipper 
Axel Rods was unruffled by 
that result. 

“We're just playing our 
own football. We are still 
three points ahead with a 


game in hand and we'll wait 
until the end of the' season 
to do our sums.’’ 

Bayern’s win meanwhile, 
their first in Bremen for 19 
years, lifted the clouds of 
doom which had descended 
over the club in recent 
weeks following elimina- 
tion from the Champions 
Cup by Dortmund and the 
sniping which traditionally 
dogs the side. 

A further storm had blown 
up in midweek when man- 
ager Uli Hoeness admitted 
Bayern had set a private 
detective on the tail of con- 
troversial midfielder Mario 
Basler to monitor his move- 


menus. 

But after Saturday’s 
showing the talk was only 
of retaining the title. 

"It was one of our last 
chances to challenge for the 
Bundesliga crown.’' coach 
Giovanni Trapattoni said. 

"The imR0irtani..4hing t ^ r; 
that we moved a step closer 
to Kaiserslautern. We still 
have to hope they drop a 
few more points but things 
have got interesting again." 

Veteran Lothar Matthaeus 
said the club should be 
proud of its players. 

"I have to say though I 


was surprised in recent 
weeks to hear people at the 
club talking about finishing 
second. It should never be 
FC Bayem’s goal to reach 
the Champions' League as 
number two," be said. 

European champions 
Borussia Dortmund, beaten 
in the Champions Cup by 
Real Madrid in midweek, 
face a struggle to qualify for 
the UEFA Cup after they 
succumbed 3-1 at Hansa 
Rostock, who roared back 
after Stepbane Chapuisat 
had given the visitors the 
lead. 

Dortmund slide to eighth 
as a result. 

Third-placed Bayer 
Leverkusen saw theft faint 
hopes of a late title chal- 
lenge fade after a 1-1 draw 
against Borussia 

Moenchengladbach. 

Bochum meanwhile broke 
’•'tWWn the Buflde'sBgirs'biSt 
defence with pinpoint accu- 
racy, beating UEFA Cup 
holders Schaike 3-0. ■■ - 

Bottom-placed Arminia 
Bielefeld lost 1-0 at home to 
Wolfsburg and look set to 
be first dub relegated to the 
second division. 


Zagallo unhappy in role of favourite 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — They may be 
mosi people’s favourites to recapture theft 
crown but Brazil's coach Mario Zagallo 
doesn't see it thay way. he revealed Saturday. 

Zagallo said he disagreed with recent state- 
ments by England's 1966 hero Sir Bobby 
Charlton that Brazil would win yet again. 

"I don’t agree with Charlton", said Zagallo. 
who has been involved in all Brazil’s four tri- 
umphs to date, as a player in 1958 and 1962. 
coach in 1970 and a member of the team's 
technical sialT at USA 94 under coach Carlos 
Alberto Parreira. 

"Everybody wants to make Brazil the 
favourites for the title in France but there are 


other teams in there too," Zagallo said, iden- 
tifying three-time winners Germany and 
Italy, two-u'me winners Argentina and 
England. Holland and hosts France as coun- 
tries who could all lift the crown. 

Zagallo said he thought the Dutch might 
again scale the heights of 1974, when Johan 
Cruyff and co. unluckily lost to Germany in 
the final. 

And he identified Real Madrid star 
Clarence Seedorf as the man who could 
prove the ace in the Dutch pack. 

"I voted for Seedorf in the election for 
FIFA world player of the year," he said 


Barcelona surge 8 points clear 


MADRID (AFP) — Luis 
Enrique and Winston 
Bogarde earned Barcelona a 
2-1 victory over Real 
Oviedo on Saturday to forge 
an eight-point lead in their 
relentless march to the 
Spanish title. Second- 
placed Real Madrid, with- 
out France's Christian 
Karembeu. who had a right 
ankle problem, could only 
manage a 0-0 draw at home 
to Athletic Bilbao as fatigue 
took its toll. 

Madrid beat Borussia 
Dortmund 2-0 in the 
European Cup first leg on 
Wednesday and that prize 
seems a more realistic target 
than the Spanish champi- 
onship. However Fernando 
Morientes. who scored the 
first goal against Dortmund. 


had to leave the field 
injured five minutes before 
time in a blow for Real. 

Meanwhile Barcelona 
beat Real Oviedo 2-1 to 
surge well clear with a 
game in hand over Madrid 
and the champagne must 
surely be on ice. Luis 
Enrique, fed by Albert 
Ferrer, opened the scoring 
in the 32nd minute from a 
header for his 17th goal of 
the season. It put Enrique 
level with Barcelona's 
Brazilian Rivaldo as second 
top scorer behind Atletico 
Madrid’s Italian import 
Christian Vieri. who has 21 
goals. 

Nine minutes later, 
Holland's Winston Bogarde 
hit his first goal as a 
Barcelona player. Portugal's 


Figo took a comer and the 
ball fell to Rivaldo who 
centred for Bogarde to head 
home. 

With 15 minutes to go, 
Bogarde scored another 
goal but unfortunately it 
was against his own team. 
The match also saw the 
return of "Barcelona’s striker 
Ivan de la Pena following a 
two-month absence through 
injury. However he went off 
after just II minutes with a 
problem to his right thigh.- 

And Deportivo La Coruna 
beat Real Beds 2-0 at home 
a midtable battle with 


m 


Brazilian Djalminha and 
Salahedine • Bassir of 
Morocco getting on the 
scoresheet in the second 
half. 
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Yusra & Ilham Shahin ... in 


DANTELLA 

i ARABIC) 


J 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Morgan Freeman & 
Ashley Judd ... in 


KISS THE GIRLS 


The biggest cinema production ^- l,n Basinger... in 

L.A CONFIDENTIAL 

TITANIC Showy. 12:30. 3:30. 6:00, S: 15. 10:45 


Shows: 12:30. 3:3(1. 6:15. 
S:30, 10:30 


Show-*; 12:00, 3:00. 7:00. 
10:30 p.m. 


Adel Imam & Yusra ... in 

R1SALA HAALWAU 

•ARABIC) 

Shims: 3:30. 6:00. 8: (5. 10:30 


CINEMA tel 

GALLERIA 2 


X ^ CINEMA TEL. 5934793 


ABDOUN 


GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15. 8:30 

The film is also on at 2.00 p.m. & 
12:00 a.m. on Wednesdays. Thursdays 
and Fridays 


GALLERIA 1 


.ABDOUN 


GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 


Shows: 3:30. 7:00. 10:30 

The film is also on at a.m. on 

Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fridays 
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STAKING APRIL 6TH 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Vanes. Amal 
D abbas, Rania Kurdi and the group 
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at 8:30 pjm. 

For nswvaiions call: 4640 1 55. 4625 1 55 
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'.* --■ " j. ■ • Venezuela 3 Guatemala 0 

. ' Jimy Szymanslri/Kepler Orellana (Ven) bt Daniel 

Alex Chavez/Luis Valencia (Gua) 

■••V- 6-4, 6-2, 6-2 

Kepler Orellana (Ven) bt Jacobo Chavez (Gua) 

> . v 6-3, 6-3, 6-4 

• "> Jimy Szymanski (Ven) bt Luis Perez (Gua) 

V 6-0, 6-3, 6-4 

• Cuba 2 Haiti 1 

y '7 Juan Pmo/Lazaro NavaiTo Batles (Cub) bt Ronald 

*y Agenor/Jeny Joseph (Hai) 

Cf^EUis.: 6-4, 6-4, 2-6, 6-2 

Ronald Agenor (Hai) bt Armando Perez Guerra (Cub) 
£^yy 6-2, 6-2. 64) 

fy r : Lazaro Navarro Batles (Cub) bt Bertrand Madsen (Hai) 

IV-.. 7-6 (7/5). 6-7 (4/7), 6-4. 4-6, 6-3 
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• Japan 3 New Zealand 0 

Brett Steven/James- Greenhalgh _(NzI) Takao Suzuki .and 


Satpshi Iwabuchi 

pt. * . j| j/-. a M * •*- x 




' Goichi Motornnra (Jpn) bt Teo Susnjak (Nzl) 
6-0 

Takao Suzuki (Jpn) bt Brett Steven (Nzl) 

si#yyy • • 7-6 (7/4). 7-6 ( 7 / 5 ), 7-5 








: r : “ Pakistan 3 Pacific Oceania 0 

- z . .. Mohammad Khaliq and Asim Shafiq (Pak) bt Lawrence 
'"' ’ ! : ^ CrC **** Sanjeev Tikaram (Pacific Oceknia) . 

-■ ■■ - : \ . . Asim Shafiq (Pak) bt Lencv Tenai (Pacific Oceania) 

6-0, 6-1, 6-0 

.-- "" •' Mohammad Khaliq (Pak) bt Lawrence Tere (Pacific 

?(S^rf:;S; : -Maifin' Oceania) 

•^7y -;■■■ ■ j . L ■- y j 

• Thailand 1 Philippines 1 . 

plV. Parattorn Srichapan (Tha)btAdeIoAbadia(Phi) 

5 ^; X : ' Jbs^^Lu^do JPhi) bt Narathom Srichapan (Tha) . . 

% 2 Hong Kong 1 

jVr.i™!, Un Bing-Cbao/Chen Chih-jung (Tpe) bt Christopher 

" Lai/Stephen So (Hkg) 

-•; ' Tsai Chia-yen (Tpe) bt Christopher Lai (Hkg) ' 

y y - Melvin Tong (Hkg) bt Chen Chih-jung (Tpe) 
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American League 

Toronto 9 

Baltimore 2 

Oakland- 7 
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Kansas City 3 
-JzV Seattle IS 

- aeveland . 11 

lelge d National League 

•-'v • Cincinnati 3 

-. NY Mete 7 

•_. ' . St Louis 8 

J v ' Chicago Cobs 3 

‘ ■ San Francisco 5 

• Milwaukee 6 

Atlanta 5 

- Colorado 5 
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Texas 

Detroit 

NY Yankees 

Chi While Sox 

Minnesota 

Boston 

Anaheim 


Los Angeles 

Pittsburgh 

San Diego 

Montreal 

Arizona 

Florida 

Philadelphia 

Houston 


Charlotte 
New York 
Golden State 
Portland . 


2 (10 Innings) 
6 

a • 


i . 

6 (13 Innings) 
6 
1 
3 








Miami 101 

.. New Jersey / 97 
San Antonio S8 
Phoenix 90 

French League Cup 


:r P. Saint Germain 2 Bordeaux 
PSG win 4-2 on pen aides 

Portuguese Championship 


S.Lisbon y;-2 
Boavista Porto^-3 - 


88 

94 

80 (OT) 
83 


\ Boavista Porto^B - Salguerros Porto 0 

Sporting Braj^l Estrela Amadora 1 

Earense ; : |1 •*. • FC Porto 2 - 


s/NIcola^ > 

SfeS-v : . : 


-Roma n ian Championship 


E■ p: • ^S. Bucharest '5 ' . D.Bucharest 0 

y .4 FC National V^ 3 . ._ . Foresta Falticeni 0 
^ " ; OteluJ Ga(atL’ : ; l ” ~ U. Craiova . .1 
; >; Jiul Pctrosani:£- 2' : ; Rapid Bucharest 6 ; 

<• : .CSMResita^. . . J» - . FC Bacau l 

K l aOtyy^^y FCAiges : .2* :. 

y .. Piate NgapifI .' ' Farul Condanta .0 
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French League Cu 


tiSSsag*"***** 

' - ' - * Uruguay 2 Paraguay 1 

- Marcelo Filippini/Gonzalo Rodriguez (Uni) bt Ramon 
- • Ddgado/Ricardo Mena (Par) 

; ^ Ramoh Ddgado (Par) bt Federico Dondo (Uru) 

6A 6-3. 6-1 

• .- ' Marcelo Filippixu (Urn) bt Ramon Mena (Par) 

• 'Mi Sieafijerink^Nt^^ = 1 6-2, 6- J , 4-6,- 6- 1 


Loko on the spot as PSG 
edge out Bordeaux 


PARIS (AFP) — A nail- 
biting French League 
Cup final ended in victo- 
ry Saturday for Paris 
Saint Germain in a penal- 
ty shootout before a sell- 
out 77,000 crowd at the 
Stade de France after the 
sides ended 120 minutes 
locked at 2-2. 

Late substitute Patrice 
Loko. who has only 
recently returned to 
action following an inde- 
cency conviction last 
year and months of psy- 
chiatric treatment, coolly 
hit the winning penalty’ 
after Bordeaux had 
missed two of theirs. 

It had earlier appeared 
Bordeaux were destined 
to take the trophy after 
Johan Micoud struck for 
the southwestern club on 
the half-hoar, but Marco 
Simone saved PSG with a 
goal in the 80th minute 
after Bordeaux keeper 
Ulrich Rame had bril- 
liantly saved a spotkick 
from PSG’s Brazilian 
skipper Rai. 

Simone, on hand to 
drive home from close 
rage on that occassion, 
was then a centimetre 
•away from winning the 
match when he struck a 
brilliant left-foot volley 
from outside the box 
against the crossbar. 

In extra-time, a Lilian 
Laslandes header almost 
put Bordeaux back in 
front just when it seemed 
they had to crack under 
almost constant Parisian 
pressure. 

.Laurent Fournier, set up 
by' Paul Le Guen, then 
fired straight at Rame at 
the other end as PSG 
missed yet another 
chance. 

But PSG then did final- 
ly get their noses in front 
when a beautiful chipped 
pass from Loko at the 
start of the second period 
of extra time found the 
head of Rai, who rose 
majestically to nod home. 
However, ' Bordeaux 



Brazilian Rai, (L) captain of Paris Sl Germain, holds up the trophy after his team 
won the final of the French League Cup at the Stade de France against Bordeaux . 
PSG won on penalties after the match finished in a 2-2 draw (Reuters photo) 


were not finished and 
with six minutes left on 
the clock Papin curled a 
superb free kick over the 
wall and into the comer 
to take the match to 
penalties. 

But the veteran striker 


thereupon went from 
hero to villain as he blast- 
ed his kick over the 
crossbar. 

Simone and then Loko 
made no mistake with 
theirs and PSG had cap- 
tured the first silverware 
of the French season. 


qualifying for the UEFA 
Cup in the process. 

Joel Bats, PSG’s assis- 
tant coach said after- 
wards: “This was very’ 
imponant match for both 
sides, and at this stage of 
the season it was vital to 
win it we’re delighted.” 


Spirlea, Coetzer advance to Hilton Head final 


HILTON HEAD (AFP) — Amanda Coetzer won two 
matches here Saturday to advance to the final of the 
$926,000 Family Circle Cup, where she’ll meet 
Romanian Irina Spirlea. 

The ninth-seeded Spirlea claimed a 6-4. 1-6. 7-6 
(7/5) victory' over Seles, the second straight day that 
both players were extended to a third-set tiebreak. 

On Friday against top-seeded American Lindsay 
Davenport, Spirlea rallied from a 6-3 deficit in the 
decisive tiebreak for the upset. 

“We both had a tough match yesterday, too.” Spirlea 
said. “I didn't even think about the tiebreaker I won 
yesterday. I was thinking just to play point by point.” 

On Saturday Coetzer was tied, 4-6, 7-6 (7/2) when 
her quarter-final opponent, unseeded German Andrea 
Glass, retired with a apparent pulled abdominal mus- 
cle. 

The match had been postponed from Friday night 
because of rain. 

Coetzer had less trouble in her semi-final, disposing 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHAfUF 
&TANNAH HIBSCH 
OI m Trtun* UMM Cum tie. 

THE PERILS OF DUPLICATE 


of American Lisa Raymond 6-4, 6-1. 

“I mean, you never feel great when you win a match 
like that, but I have to admit that a day like today, 
where I had to play another match, I was really 
relieved.” Coetzer admitted. 

Still seeking her first title of the year, Coetzer also 
performed double duty Thursday, defeating Silvia 
Farina of Italy and Spain's Virginia Ruano Pascuai to 
reach the quarter-finals. 

“It was really tough, and it was the second lime that 
it happened to me this week, so I wasn’t feeling real- 
ly good going into the match " she said. “But you just 
have to accept it and make the best of it.” 

It is the first final of 1998 for Coetzer and Spirlea. 
Before this event, neither player had gone further than 
Coetzer’s semi-final showing ai the Pan Pacific Open. 





North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

• 2 

U K 10863 

OAK108 

*864 

WEST EAST 

*K1097 5 * Q J 3 

i? Void 7QJ8542 

v Q 9 7 6 0J8Z 

*9752 *10 

SOUTH 
+A864 
C A 7 
054 

4 .AKQJ 3 
The bidding; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1* I* DM* 2a 

3* Pas* 4* Pau 

5* Pm Pm Pm 

•negative, Ibr takeout 

Opening lead: Two of * 

There's a world of difference 
between ruhber bridge and dupli- 
cate. both in the bidding and play. 
This deal from a pair tournament 
umphngiywf both. 

At rubber bridge, no respectable 


D. La C'onm£\2 


Rjeal-Betis 


player would consider a one-spade 
cnrexefdl — the risk of an expensive 
penalty, should partner take the 
overcall seriously, is too great The 
interference, however, paid a hard- 
some dividend when North-South 
failed to reach three no trump, st 
which 10 easy tricks could be 
claimed, rather than push on to the 
minor-suit game- 

West led a tramp, declarer cap- 
turing East's ten with the jack. At 
rubber bridge, declarer would cash 
the ace of spades and nifT a spade, 
then draw trumps and eventually 
concede two spades to just make 
the contract. At duplicate, declarer 
had to go for broke to outscon? the 
pairs who played the game in no 
tramp. 

After ruffing a spade, declarer 
tried to come to hand with the ace 
of hearts to raff another spade. 
Unfortunately West ruffed and exit- 
ed with the nine of trumps, and 
declarer still had two spades to lose 
for down o&e. 

At duplicate pairs South's play 
was clearly ccmcr. Had hearts split 
evenly declarer would have taken 
all the tricks for a top on the board 
instead of a bottom. Just making 
game would have collected the 
same bottom score. 
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Tel. : 856698 - P.O.Box 925808 
Behind Jaber Center - Odd. Grand Market 




Civil engineers with 5-10 years!; 
experience in buildings con- : 
struction, preferably with Gulf: 
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Prince Charles to sell 
organic carrots to 

neighbours 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
heir to the British throne is to 
sell organically-grown car- 
rots and potatoes from his 
kitchen garden to neighbours 
of his Highgrove estate in 
western England, The 
Observer said Sunday. 
“■Initially, it will be on a small 
scale. We are at an ^eariy 
stage at the moment," the 
paper quoted a spokesman 
for Prince Charles as saying. 
‘The whole point is to see 
how it goes, and if it tabes off 
the plan will be to expand." 
The vegetables will be grown 
without chemical fertilisers 
or insecticides, in line with 
the prince’s recently- 
expressed criticism of inten- 
sive food production. 

Aniston to be lead 
voice in cartoon 


comm 


Israel claims blast that killed Sharif 
proves Arafat not fighting terror 


Iranian minister 
meets with 
King Fahd 


JEDDAH (AP) — In a further 
sign of improving ties. Iran's 
interior minis ter has met with 
Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd. 

The minis ter. Abdullah 
Noun, relayed a message of 
thanks from Iranian President 
Mo hamm ad Khatami for help 
extended to Iranian pilgrims, 
according to an Iranian source 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Mr. Noun, who is in Saudi 
Arabia to perform the annual 
pilgrimage, or Hajj. met with 
King Fahd and other officials 
Saturday night, the A1 Riyadh 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

Some 80,000 Iranians are 
performing the Hajj. which 
begins Monday. 

Ml Nouri arrived in Saudi 
Arabia last week at the invita- 
tion of his Saudi counte rpar t . 
Prince Nayet He also met 
with Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah and the Saudi 
defence minister. Prince 
Sultan. 

Ties between the.Tehran and 
Riyadh have been improving 
since Mr. Khatami, a moder- 
ate cleric, took office in 
August. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM Palestinian activity, addition- use ag ains t Israel. 

W T (AFP) — Israel’s Prime al terrorist attacks are possi- The armed wing of Hamas 

t Minister Benyamin • bie." he said. issued several statements last 

[0 Netanyahu charged Sunday Mr. Netanyahu said the week vowing revenge 

p L that the bomb explosion police in the Palestinian against Israel, 

pi which killed a senior Hamas National Authority (PNA) Mr. Netanyahu made clear 

. member in the West Bank was taking “certain localised Sunday that Israel would 

n- last week was new proof that actions" to rein in Hamas, hold the PNA responsible for 
* Palestinian police were not “but is not doing everything any such attacks, especially 
st ‘ seriously fighting terrorism. ' it needs to against terrorism.” after some Palestinian offi- 

jjl Mr. Netanyahu fold the . Mr. Netanyahu also reaf- cials blamed Israel for 

v | weekly meeting of his cabi- firmed his government’s cat- Sharif s death. 

— net that the March 29 blast egoric denial of any role in 'The Palestinian Authority 

] l which killed the top bomb- the Ramaliah explosion or in understands the severity with 
1 maker of the Islamic the deaih of the Hamas which Israel would regard 
Resistance Movement bomb-maker Mohieddin any attack against it in the 
1 (Hamas) took place in an Sharif, whose body was wake of these empty 
EJ explosives factory which found at the site of the blasL charges,” be said. 

operated with impunhy in Israel said Sharif was killed Israeli police and troops 

H the Palestinian-run city of when a bomb he was build- have been placed on high 

h ( Ramaliah. - ing in a Hamas laboratory alert for possible Hamas 

sf “As was proved in the blew up prematurely. attacks, with roadblocks set 

t«' recent case in which another A Palestinian autopsy how- up around the main cities and 
d bomb factory was discovered ever said Sharif was shot and extra patrols deployed in 
in Ramaliah, right under the his dead body dumped in a public places, 
t noses of the Palestinian booby trapped car which was - Ami Ayalon, head of the 

( Authority, there exists a sifosequendy blown up by Shin Bet secret service, 
ft widespread Hamas terrorist remote control. briefed the cabinet on the 

tf infrastructure in its territory Hamas and some security measures, the cabi- 

r against which the Palestinian Palestinian officials accused net statement said. 

1 Aut^oriSyJiMK# acti ng^ysT Israe li -.agents of murdering Sol d iers found and dis- 

‘ ternaticaHy,” MiTNetanyahu Sharif anti” Then detonating mantled a bomb overnight 
i r said, according to 'Official explosives near hiS'tfdtiy"lQ near a track used by Israeli 
; minutes of the meeting. make it look like he died troops guarding a Jewish set- 

1 "Due to the lack of such while building a bomb for tlement in the Gaza Strip. 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Jennife r Aniston, she of hair 
and “Friends" feme, is 
expected to be the lead voice 
in a Warner Brothers cartoon 
of a children's classic. 
According to The Times, 
Aniston will be signed up to 
play fee female lead in a $65 
milli on animated screen ver- 
sion of “The Iron Man,” writ- 
ten by British poet Ted 
Hughes in 1968. The bock, 
tells of a tractor-eating giant 
let down by the h uman race 
until he saves the world from 
a space dragon. Aniston is 
currently in Britain filming 
scenes for forthcoming 
episodes of the long-running 
television series “Friends." 


PALM SUNDAY IN POLAND: Parishioners in the village of Tokamia near the 
southern Polish city of Krakow draw a life-sized figure of Jesus astride a donkey in 
an annual procession outside the church to celebrate Palm Sunday. The festooned 
poles, symbolising the palms with which Jesus was greeted as he rode into 
Jerusalem, achieve a height of up to five metres (Reuters photo) 
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Hebron settlers get more money 
to mark Israel’s 50th jubilee 
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Hugging and kissing 
trees — new method 
to avoid fines? 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The $90,000 For the anniversary 
small community of zealous celebrations already drew crit- 
Jewish settlers in Hebron has irism from anti-settlement 
received $1 80.000 to organise groups and-othere who viewed 
festivities for Israel's 50th the sura as excessive given 
anniversary, more than double recent cutbacks ixi goverh- 

the sum originally budgeted, ment social and other spend- 
the Maariv newspaper report- ing. 
ed Sunday. Israel withdrew from 80 per 

The additional funds were cent of Hebron in January 
provided to the West Bank 1996 in line with autonomy 
city's 500 seders by Israel's agreements with the 
religious affairs ministry, the f^Jestinians, but its troops 
settlement department of the remain in control of the other 
Jewish Agency and other gov- 20 per cent where some 500 
emment and quasi-state bod- Jews live alongside 15.000 
ies. the newspaper said. Arabs. 

Earlier government plans to Hebron's settlers recently 
grant the Hebron settlers came under criticism from the 


Israeli army which accused 
radicals in the enclave of try- 
ing to provoke confrontations 
wife fttiestinians in the city of 
120.000. 

Festivities' 1 'marking the' 50 
years since the state of Israel 
was created on May 14, 1998, 
began early this year and are 
due to climax wife a series of 
events on April 30, the 
anniversary date according to 
the Hebrew calendar. 

The government, struggling 
with a slowing economy and 
rising unemployment, slashed 
its overall budget for the fes- 
tivities from $50 million to 
$30 million. 


NEW YORK (R) — A New 
York cfty-man-whor hugged 
and kissed. a-.ttee .to. avoid 
paying a fine might have to 
cough up the money after all- 
NY newspapers reported that 
Daniele Malpeli was given a 
$1,000 summons for chain- 
ing his bicycle to a tree. But 
Parks Commissioner Henry 
Stern offered Malpeli 
amnesty if he would apolo- 
gise to the 2-1/2 story tall 
tree and give it a hug. "1 
hugged the tree 20 times and 
I kissed it too," Malpeli said. 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
however, would have none of 
it. “This is bow we are 
resolving fines, hugging 
trees? I think a judge is going 
to have to resolve this." 

North American 
clean-up crew 
heads for Everest 
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On Palm Sunday: 

Christians follow Jesus 
path through Old City 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A 
team of North Ame rican 
climbers left on Saturday cm 
a mission to tidy up Mount 
Everest. The 15-member 
environmental Everest expe- 
dition is the latest in a series 
of efforts aimed at removing 
some of the hundreds of oxy- 
gen canisters, fuel containers 
and batteries that other 
groups have left behind on 
the world's tallest mountain, 
team doctor Mark Cole said. 
“We’re going going to take it 
down off the mountain and 
then transport it by yak to the 
nearest roadhead,” Cole told 
KCBS Radio. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM look in the si, 
< AP) — With palm fronds pok- against a stone wa 
ing out of their backpacks and an Arab village 
video cameras in hand, streams grazed on the gra 
of Christian pilgrims gathered "For me what i 
.»» the top of the Mount of to participate in i 
Olives on Sunday to trace the group of believer 
path of Jesus' find journey into am here to wall 
Jerusalem. steps in my life a< 

“ft would be a good day for took here." 

Jesus to come back." said a Palm Sunday i 
buoyant Jeanne Jones, a triumphant em 
Christian bookstore owner from Jerusalem on a wf 

Casheis. N.C. "It's sunny and the Sunday befon 
I'm here, and we're ready for ion. when his f 
him to establish a peaaful palm branches in 
kingdom." Christian Arab chil- day begins U 
Jren marched by carrying palm Church's most sc 
branches threaded with red- the week that end 
arid-pink ribbons and cama- next Sunday, 
tions. A group of French nuns Other pilgrims g 
holding palm and olive branch- 800-year-old Ch 
es sang hymns, as one nun rang Holy Sepulchre, bi 
«.nii the melody on a set of where Christians 
chunes. was crucified, bur 

Keith Wetting, a 30-year-old reeled. Some won 
divinity student from Chicago, as thev knelt be 


ghts, leaning where Jesus’ body was washed 
11 overlooking after it was taken down from the 
where goats cross. 

m hillside. . Sandra Kaufman of Portland, 
s important is Ore., said she was soriy to .see 
he spirit of a the commercialism at the site. 
*T he said "I “1 was disappointed to see 
i those same people selling holy water and 
1 1 knew Jesus crucifixes inside the church.” 
she said “It just doesn't seem 
narks Jesus s right to be selling such things at 

trance into a holy site." 

lite donkey on But Sister Winifred Wheeler 
r his crucifix- of Grand Rapids, Mich., was 

oliowers laid not disappointed Leaning on a 

his path. The walking stick wrapped with an 

le Catholic olive branch. Sister Wheeler 

tlerrai period closed her eyes in wonderment. 

's with Easter “You feel this is the ground 
where Jesus was — this is it" 
lathered atthe she said “You experience the 

inch of the passion more vividly. The hus- 

irilt onihesite tie and bustle of the city did not 

believe Jesus stop when Jesus was crucified, 

iedandresur- and here we also hear that 
shippers wept noise. It is not like the hushed 
fore the site church in Michigan.” 


Snake on 
board El Al 

TEL AVTV (AP) — El Al is 
renowned for its strict securi- 
ty. But an unwanted passen- 
ger made it onto the airline’s 
flight from Munich to Tel 
Aviv last week. Flight 
mechanics carrying out rou- 
tine maintenance on the 
plane at Israel’s Ben Gurion 
Airport found a s mall poiso- 
nous snake lounging 
between the cockpit and the 
bathroom. El Al spokesman 
Nachman KJieman said 
Sunday. ‘The mechanics saw 
it and called a professional 
snake-catcher.” Ml KBeman 
snid. “It was in p lain view, on 
the floor." Mr. KJieman said 
the airline believes a human 
passenger smuggled the 
sna ^ ce on board die plane in 
cany-on luggage. No one 
has claimed the snake. 


Hewitt to sue to get Diana love letters back 


return the Jove notes to Mr. 
HewitL 

Mr. Hewitt insisted that die let- 
ters were his property and that if 
necessary he would take the 
trustees to court. 

“Th^r cannot keep 
stolen from my house." be 
added 

Diana admitted an affair with 
Mr. Hewitt between i 98 g ^ 
1992 when she was still married 
to Prince Charles. In a landmark 
1995 television interview, the 
princess said she had “adored" 

him, but added that he had also 

let her down badly. 
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